History of India upto 647 A.D

INTRODUCTION

India is recognized as having a unique and intnguhistory and culture. Historical
records trace the beginning of Indian civilizatiorthe ancient Indus Valley Civilization. It is
also called the Harappan Civilization as Harappa tee first site to be excavated. The
sources of evidence about this civilization aredtiégacts, pottery, tools, ornaments and ruins
of towns. Man began to use metals which continud the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and
Neolithic Ages. This was followed by the arrival tife Vedic Age which occupies an
important place in Indian history. The religion,ilpeophy and social customs of the Hindus
who constitute the majority of our country haveithgincipal source in the Vedic culture.
However, with the passage of time, Vedic religi@u lbbecome quite ritualistic and the caste
system had become predominant. This resulted iomabdissent among the masses, which
led to the emergence of new classes and the risliofsm and Buddhism. Jainism and
Buddhism represent a remarkable phase in the eaBgand cultural development of India.
This was followed by the emergence of cities amdtteial states, especially the Magadha
Empire and the Nandas.

Further, the small cities and territorial statesrevérought under the control of
Chandra Gupta Maurya who laid the foundation of Mteryan Empire. The decline of the
Mauryan Empire led to the arrival and emergencdndb-Greeks, Shungas, Kharavelas,
Kushanas and Satvahanas. India was once agaiic@bfitunited in the Gupta Period. The
Gupta Age is marked as an era of unprecedentedga®@ all aspects of polity, religion, art
and literature. The disintegration of the Guptaidtedled to the emergence of regional
kingdoms. This was followed by the arrival of Aradosd Turks in India. The invasions of the
Arabs and Turks eventually led to the formationtled Delhi Sultanates and the Mughal
Empire.

This book - History of India (Beginning to 1707 A)D has been designed keeping in
mind the self-instruction mode (SIM) format andldels a simple pattern, wherein each unit
of the book begins with the Introduction followeyglthe Objectives for the topic. The content
is then presented in a simple and easy-tounderstemuher, and is interspersed with Check
Your Progress questions to reinforce the studamitderstanding of the topic. A list of Self-
Assessment Questions and Exercises is also prowidétw end of each unit. The Summary
and Key Words further act as useful tools for stisleand are meant for effective
recapitulation of the text.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Geographical features are man-made or naturaltedefeatures of the earth. Natural
geographical features consist of landforms andystesis. For instance, terrain types, and
other physical factors of the environment are radtgeographical features. The varied
physical features of the sub-continent of Indiaeéhéed to the formation of different local
zones, political and cultural units. On accounttd difference in the physical features and
natural barriers, India has come to be divided citferent political and cultural units. In this
unit, you will study these physical features ofitndand the impact of geography on Indian
history.

1.1 OBJECTIVES
After going through this unit, you will be able to:

» Discuss the physical features of India

» Define the term topography

» Discuss the impact of geography on Indian history
» Explain the important features of the Peninsulatd2iu

1.2 PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA

India is a vast country with different kinds of tHarms. It is blessed with every possible
physical feature present on the surface of thdeart

India is a combination of the following physicahfares:

() Mountains
(i) Plains

(i) Plateau
(iv) Islands

(v) Deserts



History of India upto 647 A.D

Different geological modifications have takengaaover time which has influenced
its relief. Apart from the various geological fortieas, this large landmass has also been
affected by the course of actions, i.e., erosiogpogdition and weathering. Due to the
geological processes that take place, there is sement in the earth’s plates causing
increase in pressure between the plates and theneotal rocks present on the top. This
further leads to faulting, folding and volcanic iety. The plate movements function
differently and are of three types. Some plates ecdogether and form a convergent
boundary. On the other hand, some plates move &way each other thus, resulting in a
divergent boundary. When two plates merge, thexdraee outcomes. The plates may either
collide, crumble or one plate may slide under theen Over a million years, tremendous
changes have taken place due to such plate moveméhé size and position of the
continents have changed due to these plate moveniedia too has been influenced by such
movements and has been evolving throughout thesyatiaining the present landform
features. Peninsular India, also one of the oldestmasses was previously contained in the
Gondwana land. India and the other continents sisclsouth Africa, Australia and South
America were all part of the Gondwana land as glsitand mass. This landmass was split
into a number of pieces by the convectional cusrenisuing the Indo-Australian plate to drift
towards the north, away from the Gondwana landdin§ with the much larger Eurasian
plate. Due to this clash encounter, the sedimentaoks present in the geosynclines known
as the Tethys, folded to form the mountainous lamd$ in Western Asia and the Himalayas.
A large basin was created due to the formatiomefHimalayas from the Tethys Sea and the
sinking of the northern flank of the peninsularteéu. The depression was filled up by
sediments that were carried by rivers flowing friita mountainous region from the northern
direction and the peninsular plateau from the ssthiegion. The northern plains of India
were formed due to extensive alluvial deposits dher years. The Indian landmass has a
varied character. The peninsular plateau geoldgicamprises of one of ancient landmasses
on the surface of the earth and was said to beobrtee most stable land blocks. The
Northern Plains and the Himalayas were formed mecently. Geologically, the Himalayan
Mountains form an unstable zone and it represerftesh topography consisting of deep
valleys, high peaks and fast flowing rivers. ThatNern Plains were formed by the alluvium
deposited by these flowing rivers. On the otherdhdne Peninsular Plateau was made up of
igneous and metamorphic rocks forming numerouss hathd valleys. 1.2.1 Topography
Topography is the arrangement of the natural atifical physical features of an area. The
Indian subcontinent is a unique landform due topresence of different physical features,
which are as follows:

The Himalayan Mountains

(i) The Northern Plains

(i) The Peninsular Plateau

(i) The Indian Desert

(iv) The Coastal Plains

(v) The Islands The Himalayan Mountains

The northern borders of India are lined by the &lagas, which are geologically young and
structurally fold mountains. Located in the regitmetween River Indus and River

Brahmaputra, the Himalayan mountain ranges runwest-east direction. The Himalayas are
said to be the most elevated and rugged mountaireba the world that covers a distance
of 2,400 km in the shape of an arc. Despite itedgar in size, there is a vast difference in its
width. Data reveals the Himalayas to measure ar@d@@dkm in Kashmir in comparison to

the 150 km in Arunachal Pradesh. The Himalayan rranmanges have a huge variation in
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terms of altitude, where the eastern half is shgmhore than the western half. In its
longitudinal extent, three parallel ranges exisicltare dotted with a number of valleys. The
northern most range Himadri is also referred tohasGreat Himalayas or Inner Himalayas.
Home to the highest peaks, it is also the mosticootis range. The average height of these
peaks is about 6,000 metres. The core of Great ldyas is composed of granite and its
structural folds are asymmetrical. Since this portis covered with snow all year round, a
number of glaciers are said to descend from thes.aknown to be one of the mostrugged
mountain systems, the Himachal or Lesser Himalayasituated south of the Himadri
mountain range. The Lesser Himalayas is a combimaif highly compressed and altered
rocks. With an average width of 50 km, the Lessendlayas or Himachal has a varying
altitude ranging between 3,700 and 4,500 metres.ldihgest and the most important range
of this area is Pir Panjal range. The other prontirenes are the Dhaula Dhar and the
Mahabharat ranges. The prominent Kashmir valleyp@lwith the Kangra and the Kullu
valleys located in Himachal Pradesh are a pat@fesser Himalayas. There are many well
known hill stations located in this region. The \&&liks are the outermost range of the
Himalayas and extend over a width of 10-50 km. &heudinal variation of this range is
between 900 and 1100 metres. Unconsolidated setintleat travel by the rivers from its
point of origin in the main Himalayan ranges siagatowards the extreme north solidified to
form these ranges. Apart from thick gravel, thealleys are also formed by the alluvial
deposits bought by the rivers passing through ttegsas. Duns, which are longitudinal
valleys, lie in the region between Lesser Himalagiad Shiwaliks. Some of the well-known
duns located in this valley are Kotli Dun, Patli iDwand Dehra Dun. Besides these
longitudinal divisions, the Himalayan range hadleen divided in terms of regions in an
east-west direction. The river valleys have sethiendaries for the divisions. For instance,
while the Himalayan range that falls in the Indughg region is sometimes referred to as the
Punjab Himalayas whereas moving west to east, reéfexred to as Kashmir and Himachal
Himalayas. The Himalayan range in the Satluj-Kagion is called Kumaon Himalayas. The
Nepal Himalayas have been demarcated by the KdliTasta rivers and the part that lies
between Tista and Dihang rivers is known as theadsklimalayas. The eastern boundary of
the Himalayas is marked by the river Brahmaputtzeré is a sharp bend in the Himalayan
mountain range when it reaches the Dihang gorgesimgofrom the Dihang gorge towards
the south, it spreads along the eastern boundatgdid. At this location, the Himalayan
range is referred to as Purvanchal or the Eastéls &hd Mountains. Composed of strong
sandstones, i.e., sedimentary rocks, these hiistmtough the north-eastern part of India.
This region of India is covered with dense foremtsl these ranges and valleys are mostly
parallel to each other in location. The Patkai, &dganipur and Mizo hills form a part of the
Purvanchal area.

The Northern Plain

The three rivers Indus, Ganga and Brahmaputratartdbutaries mark the Northern
Plain. Alluvial deposits form the Northern Plainhel Northern Plains was created due to
alluvial deposits that were lying in a large baainthe Himalayan foothills for a million
years. An area of approximately 7 lakh sq.km isecest by the Northern Plains. The length
of the plain is about 2400 km and the width is @10 to 320 km. The Northern Plains is
said to be a densely. It is a densely populategipgyaphic division. Due to the fertile soil
clubbed with a favourable climate and ample waipsy, the region of the Northern Plains
is very conducive for agricultural purposes. Wiltle tdeposition of silt in the rivers of the
lower course, they have split into many channelsiciv are also called tributaries. The
Northern Plains is divided into three separatesaréae Punjab Plain is on the western part
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of the Northern Plain. One unique feature of tha@j&uw Plain is that a huge chunk of this
plain is in Pakistan. River Indus and its tributdarformed the Punjab Plain.

The tributaries of River Indus comprise the follogi
(i) Jhelum

(i) Ravi

(i) Chenab

(iv) Beas

(v) Satluj

These rivers have their origins in the Himalayassivbf the Punjab Plain is occupied
by doabs. Located between the Ghaggar and Teegta Rithe Ganga Plain which spreads
across Haryana, Delhi, UP, Bihar, in the north Wkt Bengal on the east. Assam is home
to the Brahmaputra plain and is known to be alflatl bereft of any variations in its relief.
This conclusion is incorrect as the Brahmaputrangias varied relief features. The Northern
Plain is abundant with varied relief features amaonveniently divided into four different
regions. After descending from the mountains, thers deposit pebbles in an 8-16 km area
lying opposite to the Shiwaliks slopes. This regwhich is lying south of the Lower
Himalayas and Shiwaliks is called bhabar. The sisepresent in this area disappear in the
bhabar belt. Moving southwards, the streams aredgithat disappeared in the bhabar belt re-
emerge to form a wet swampy marsh which is refetwess the Terai region. Older alluvium
deposits form the largest part of the Northernr®larhis leads to a terrace-like feature to be
developed as these deposits lie above the floomhspldhis part of the plain is called
Bhangar. The soil found in this region is callechKar or calcareous deposits. Khadar is the
more recent and younger deposits which are fourftbadl plains. This area gets renewed
every year and therefore is very fertile for agitiene. The Peninsular Plateau The Peninsular
Plateau is a tableland which comprises of igneaus metamorphic rocks along with
crystalline forms. The Peninsular Plateau came éxistence with the breaking and drifting
of the oldest landmass, the Gondwanaland. Theineofathis area is full of broad and
shallow valleys and has a number of wellroundeld.hil

This plateau has been divided into two parts, Whie as follows:
(i) Central Highlands
(i) Deccan Plateau

The Central Highlands lies north of the River Nadaand covers the Malwa Plateau.
On the south, the Central Highlands have the ViadRgnges and on the northwest region
are bound by the Aravalis. The westward expandionlg combines with the sandy deserts
of Rajasthan. The lope in the plateau is indicdtedugh the flow of rivers that drain this
region from the southwest to the northeast. Thersidraining this region are as follows:

* River Chamba
* River Sind
* River Betwa

* River Ken

Moving eastwards, the Peninsular Plateau is knowntle Bundelkhand and
Baghelkhand. A further expansion towards the esaaniarea referred to as the Chotanagpur
Plateau which is drained by the River Damodar. Dieecan Plateau is a triangular mass
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which is situated on the south of River Narmadat@nnorth, the Deccan Plateau is flanked
by the Satpura Ranges. On the east, the Mahadty Kdimur Hills and the Maikal Range
cover the Deccan Plateau. One a map of India, #exd@h Plateau is higher on the western
side. Moving along in a west-east direction, thed® Plateau starts sloping gently on the
eastern side. In the northeast, i.e., Meghalayatlaadarbi-Anglong Plateau, the extension
of the Deccan Plateau is visible. The fault in @eotanagpur Plateau separates it from the
rest. Garo, Khasi, and the Jaintia Hills are thenntall ranges present in a west-east
direction. The Western Ghats and the Eastern Gieatgposite in the Deccan Plateau. The
Western Ghats, as the name suggests, lies paxalleé western coast. The Western Ghats
are also said to be higher than the Eastern Ghaes.average elevation observed in the
Western Ghats is 900- 1600 metres as comparecet&dstern Ghats where the elevations
are only 600 metres. In comparison to the Westdmats$; the Eastern Ghats is said to be
irregular and discontinuous. This area is dissebted number of rivers that eventually drain
into the Bay of Bengal. The area between the Matiavialley and Niligiris form the Eastern
Ghats.

The Indian Desert

The Indian desert is located on the western sideeoAravali Hills. The Indian desert
can be described as an undulating sandy area cbwétle sand dunes. Since this region
receives very low rainfall—below 150 mm per yeare-tblimatic conditions varying
between arid and semi-arid. The Indian desert b very less vegetation. Though some
small streams emerge during the rainy season,ati@a is very dry and not suitable for
cultivation.

The Coastal Plains

The Peninsular Plateau has two coastal strips. ®hieh runs on the western side
along the Arabian Sea and the other which runsgatbe eastern side along the Bay of
Bengal. The western coast is a narrow plain regvbich is located between the Western
Ghats and Arabian Sea. The Western Coast is dividedhree parts, which are as follows:

(i) Konkan, which is the northern part of the westevast, i.e., MumbaiGoa.
(i) Kannad Plain which forms the central part.
(i) Malabar Coast or the southern part of the westeastc

The plain region located near the Bay of Bengah iwide and levelled area. The
northern part is called Northern Circars, whereas southern part is referred as the
Coromandel Coast. The large rivers present inditga form huge deltas on the coast.

The main rivers of this region are as follows:
() River Mahanadi
(i) River Godavari
(i) River Krishna
(iv) River Kaveri

The eastern coast has the famous Chilika Lake whicbnsidered to be an important
feature of the eastern coast. The Island The Lakgbep Islands are a group of island near
the Malabar Coast of Kerala. Previously, the Laksteep Islands were known as Laccadive,
Minicoy and Aminidivi. It was only in 1973 that thisland chain was named Lakshadweep.
Only a small area of approximately 32 sq km is cesieby the Lakshadweep Islands.
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Kavaratti Island is the administrative headquartdrsakshadweep. This area is also known
for its varied flora and fauna. There is a birdcaary in Pitti Island which is otherwise
uninhabited. Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a thragn of islands located in the Bay of
Bengal. In comparison to the Lakshadweep Islane,Ahdaman and Nicobar Islands are
greater in size. Andaman and Nicobar Islands aksee more islands than Lakshadweep
which are spread over a vast area. Though mangdisteodies form the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, they have been broadly divided imto main islands. The northern island is
Andaman and the Nicobar Islands form the southem. g’he islands of Andaman and
Nicobar are known to be summits of a submarine rerrange that lies on the great
tectonic suture zone which extends from the eadtémalayas to the Arakan along the
Myanmar border and eventually to the Sumatra asseleSundaes. Since these islands are
near to the Equator, they have an equatorial cémat

Indian Rivers For convenience, the Indian Rivesteym has been categorized as follows:

* The Himalayan Rivers

* The Deccan Rivers

* The Coastal Rivers

* Rivers of the Inland Drainage Basin

The rivers of the Himalayas remain snow-fed tgimut the year and they flood
during the winter. The rain-fed rivers of the Datd2lateau are non-perennial and have an
uncertain flow. Due to the limitation of catchmemat®a, most of the western coastal rivers
are non-perennial.

The rivers of the inland drainage basin are vew dad are mostly located in western
Rajasthan. Some notable rivers are Sambhar, ldseidesert sands, and the Loni, that drains
into the Rann of Kutch.

The Ganga basin is the largest river basin imalathd it receives water from an area
bounded by the Himalayas in the north and the \Wmadhn the South. The main constituents
are the Ganga, the Yamuna, the Ghagra, Gandak asid While the second largest is the
Godavari basin, the third is the Krishna Basin. Kishna Basin is also the second largest
river in peninsular India. The Mahanadi travergesugh this basin. The other smaller ones
are the Narmada basin and that of the Tapti and&&hough they are smaller in size, they
are agriculturally very important.

In India, rivers hold great importance in the liedgeople. They are considered holy
and are looked upon with great faith and revereMany of the rivers have a mythological
connotation associated with it. During special samas, people bathe in these rivers as they
believe that their sins would be wiped off by itdyhwater.

With a length of 2500 km, Ganges is the longe®riin India. It originates from the
Himalayas and empties itself into the Bay of Bengdiler travelling a large distance of 2900
km, the Brahmaputra, which originates in Tibetoatsnpties into the Bay of Bengal. The
rivers of Peninsular India such as the Mahanadgdaseri, Krishnam and Kaveri flow into
the Bay of Bengal. However, the River Narmada an@RTapi end up in the Arabian Sea.
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Check Your Progress
1. Define the term topography.
2. List the physical features of India.
3. What do you understand by Peninsular Plateau?
4. Name the largest river basin in India.

1.3 IMPACT OF GEOGRAPHY ON INDIAN HISTORY

As discussed earlier, India is known for her vastethsions and the various physical
features. From mountains to arid deserts, fertidgnp and thick forests. All these natural
conditions divided India into different territorialnits. The history of India developed in
essence as the history of its various regions.hén grocess of historical evolution these
regions acquired cultural features of their ownr hwstance, regions had their distinct
languages, art forms, and even their social custamaspractices were different from each
other. Thus, great dissymmetry in historical chaisgeitnessed between the regions of India.

In the north, the treacherous mountain terrain wid stop the flow of cultural
influence from Southeast Asia and South China. fdgeon also withessed a few military
invasions from the east as also the moderate pdauerhetration by people like the Ahoms,
from Arakan into the Assam valley. In the west, thestern and north-western mountain
chains have not been able to keep out the floweopfe. Peaceful travellers, traders and a
series of invaders entered India through this baduring pre-historic and historic times.

In the Indus plain, the region of Punjab, literalhe land of five rivers — Satluj,
Jhelum, Ravi, Beas and Chenab, have made thisnrdb® ‘Bread-Basket’ of the sub-
continent. The prosperity of this region coupledhwits strategic location has always
attracted invaders. As a result, a number of inteuslements have merged into the existing
culture and so Punjab is sometimes also referrad the ‘melting-pot of cultures’. The lower
Indus valley and the delta formed by it constit8iadh. This region has been historically
linked with Gujarat. The prosperity of this regioan be measured by the fact that it was in
this region that the first urban culture of the wamtinent emerged during the 2nd
millennium BC. Thus Harappa, the famous and th& fixcavated site of the Indus Valley
Civilization is situated in the Sahiwal district Blinjab, while Mohan-jo-daro is located in
the Larkana district of Sindh, both in present Bakistan.

The middle Ganga plains correspond to eastern WBtadesh and Bihar. This is
where the ancient Mahajanapadas of Kosal, KasiMagiadh were located. It was Magadh
which was the seat of the Mauryan imperial poweictvlwitnessed the earliest manifestation
of the political unity in the country. Magadh remed at the centre of history of this country
till the Gupta period or the 5th Century A.D. Tleadthy coastline of Gujarat is dotted with
several ports, which have been engaged in ovetsses since the 3rd millennium B.C.

The area occupied by the states of Tamil Nadu Keer@dla constitute the southern
extreme of the Indian sub-continent. Geographigdilyguistically and culturally, Tamil
Nadu has evolved an individuality of its own. Angs, interrelated ways of life are attested
to in the earliest literature of the land — the gan literature. Kerala has a history of spice
trade with the west since the post Mauryan timedatively isolated by land, its Malabar
Coast saw the emergence of a number of flourisimtgrnational ports, like Kochi and
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Kozikhode. It is therefore, not surprising that &lerbecame the first region in the South Asia
to witness the direct influence of the sea fariigigtians and later of the Arabs.

Check Your Progress
5. Which state is also referred as the ‘meltinggfatultures’?

6. Name the region where the first urban culturéhefsub-continent emerged during the 2nd
millennium BC

1.4 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. Topography is the arrangement of the natural atiical physical features of an area.

2. The Indian subcontinent is a unique landform du¢ht presence of different physical
features, which are as follows:
() The Himalayan Mountains

(i) The Northern Plains
(iif) The Peninsular Plateau
(iv) The Indian Desert

(v) The Coastal Plains

(vi) The Islands

3. The Peninsular Plateau is a tableland which comprig igneous and metamorphic rocks

along with crystalline forms.

The Ganga basin is the largest river basin in India

Punjab is referred as the ‘melting-pot of cultures’

. The first urban culture of the sub-continent emdrdering the 2nd millennium BC in the
region of Sindh.

1.5 SUMMARY

* India is a vast country with different kinds ohtdorms.

SEOES

* It is blessed with every possible physical feapesent on the surface of the earth.

* Different geological modifications have taken gaaver time which has influenced its
relief.

* Peninsular India, also one of the oldest landnsassas previously contained in the
Gondwana land.

* A large basin was created due to the formatiothefHimalayas from the Tethys Sea and
the sinking of the northern flank of the peninsydkateau.

» The northern borders of India are lined by the &ayas, which are geologically young and
structurally fold mountains. Located in the regitmetween River Indus and River
Brahmaputra, the Himalayan mountain ranges runwest-east direction.

» The Himalayas are said to be the most elevatedwagged mountain barrier in the world
that covers a distance of 2,400 km in the shaaafrc.
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» The three rivers Indus, Ganga and Brahmaputratardbutaries mark the Northern Plain.
Alluvial deposits form the Northern Plain. The Nwtn Plains was created due to alluvial
deposits that were lying in a large basin at traddayan foothills for a million years.

* The Peninsular Plateau is a tableland which caaprof igneous and metamorphic rocks
along with crystalline forms.

* The Indian desert is located on the western sidbeoAravali Hills. The Indian desert can
be described as an undulating sandy area covetbdand dunes.

» The Peninsular Plateau has two coastal strips, ®@hieh runs on the western side along
the Arabian Sea and the other which runs alongd#séern side along the Bay of Bengal.

» The Lakshadweep Islands are a group of islandtheavialabar Coast of Kerala.

* Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a long chainlahds located in the Bay of Bengal. In
comparison to the Lakshadweep Island, the AndamdrNgcobar Islands are greater in size.

» The history of India developed in essence as iterly of its various regions.

* In the north, the treacherous mountain terrainrehtl stop the flow of cultural influence
from Southeast Asia and South China.

* In the Indus plain, the region of Punjab, liteyathe land of five rivers — Satluj, Jhelum,
Ravi, Beas and Chenab, have made this region tteadBasket’ of the sub-continent.

* The area occupied by the states of Tamil Nadukardla constitute the southern extreme
of the Indian sub-continent.

» Geographically, linguistically and culturally, TdrNadu has evolved an individuality of its
own.

1.6 KEY WORDS

*Gondwana: Gondwana, or Gondwanaland, was a supercontinext ekisted from the
Neoproterozoic until the Carboniferous. It was fethby the accretion of several cratons.

*Tributary: A tributary or affluent is a stream or river thilaws into a larger stream or main
stem river or a lake.

*Plateau: A plateau is a flat, elevated landform that riskarply above the surrounding area
on at least one side.

* Non-perennial river: A non-perennial river is one that is partiallyfally dry for part of
the year (perennial means year-round).

*Melting pot: A melting pot is a metaphor for a society wherenyndifferent types of
people blend together as one.

1.7 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short Answer Questions

1. What are the different major physiographic dons of India?
2. Write short notes on the following:

(i) The Himalayan Mountains

(i) The Northern Plains
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(iif) The Peninsular Plateau

3. Name any three divisions of Himalayas on thesbafsregions from West to East.

4. Write a short note on the impact of geograpmynalian history.

5. In what ways did the geography of India infloethe development of civilizations?

Long Answer Question

1. Discuss the main geographical features of India.

2. Describe the formation of India from Gondwanadla

3. Distinguish between the Northern Plains andRéeinsular Plateau.
4. Explain the important features of the PeninsBlateau.

5. Discuss how Kerala became the first regionh@a South Asia to witness the direct
influence of the sea faring Christians and latethefArabs.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

The earliest form of speech in India was refleatedhe texts such as the Rig Veda, the
Brahmanas and the Upanishads. They are the olcestrped treatises from which the Indian
literary traditions of verse originated. The eatibterary works were composed to be sung
or recited, and were orally transmitted for mangegations before being written down. The
oldest among the written works are the thousandhydahs contained in the Rig Veda dating
back to 2,000 BC. These hymns were composed inc\&alskrit. The Vedas tried capturing

knowledge that came from the quest for exploring tmknown. India has witnessed

immigration on a large scale. Each group entemg the country has come with the specific
traits of its own racial group. This has addedh®diversity of characteristics observed in our
land. In this unit, you will study about the Indimmiting systems and modern Indian writing

system. This unit will also discuss the differeyds of races in India.

2.1 OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to
» Describe the Indian writing systems

» Explain the modern Indian writing system
 Define India as a multilingual society

* Identify the different types of races in India

2.2 LANGUAGES OF INDIA

The Indian literary tradition demonstrates thatyeémdian creative writers interacted very

closely with critical thinkers. This resulted irvary rich interpretative tradition. The literary

works covered all types of literature—beginningrrpoetry to epic and from story to drama.
The early literary theoreticians could identify ioars sentiments being reflected in these
writings, which have been trend-setters in worteréture.
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Mother tongues and languages

The concept of ‘mother tongue’ has been definethencensus as ‘the language spoken in
childhood by the person’s mother to the persomhéf mother died in infancy, the language
mainly spoken in the person’s home in childhood i@ the mother tongue. In the case of
infants, the deaf and the mute, the language yssjadlken by the mother should be recorded.
In case of doubt, the language mainly spoken irhthesehold may be recorded.” There are a
large number of mother tongues in India, but nbhale been accepted as ‘languages’ in
their own right. The Indian census of 1961 recogdit,652 different languages in India. The
1991 census recognized 1,576 languages and 1,78&mongues. ‘The People of India’
project of the Anthropological Survey of India refeal 325 languages, which are used for in-
group communication by the Indian communities. Adaag to the 2001 census, twenty nine
languages had more than a million native speakedty, had more than 100,000 and 122 had
more than 10,000 native speakers. The number efdstdd languages was 22 at the time of
presentation of the 2001. The same 22 languagesnargained in 2011 Census also.

There is no unanimity among linguists as to how ynahthe mother tongues existing in
India qualify to be described as independent laggsa

2.2.1 The Writing Systems

India has many writing systems. While some of theeasted in the past are present even
now. A few of them are discussed as follows:

e The Indus Valley script: The Indus Valley script was a product of the Indtadley
civilization.

The greater Indus region was home to this civilargt which was the largest of the four

ancient urban civilizations. Most of its ruins ram#o be fully excavated and studied and

nothing was known about this civilization until ti®20s. Most importantly, the ancient

Indus script has not yet been deciphered altholgrethave been many claims and counter-
claims on this issue. The samples of Indus Vall@ps are numerous because of the large
number of settlements (about a thousand) that dakaver modern Pakistan and parts of
India and Afghanistan. However, the main stock atimg samples include 2,000 inscribed

brief seals and tablets of six to twenty six symsbedch, which are still un-deciphered. There
are several competing theories about the languegelte Indus script represents.

e The Brahmi script: There were many other systems of writing, but nbad as far
reaching an effect as the Brahmi script. ScholaesGeorge Buhler have held that the script
perhaps originated as far back as in the eighttlucgBC. Some trace the script to the Indus
script. Brahmi is a syllabic alphabet. It meang #ech character carries a consonant plus a
neutral vowel ‘a’, like in Old Persian.

*The Kharosthi script: The Kharosthi script is held by some scholarsa@bthe same time
as the Brahmi, while others have dated it backthiéd third century BC. It originated in
northern Pakistan and east Afghanistan. In stracind sequence, Kharosthi and Brahmi are
similar, except that Brahmi had long and short Viosigns, while Kharosthi had only one.
This script fell out of use by the third or foudantury AD.

Writing systems in modern India

According to a recent survey, there are at lagshty five writing systems in modern India
and fourteen major scripts. Out of these, twelveehariginated from the Brahmi. Like the
Greek alphabets, Brahmi also had local variantsgawve rise to many Asian scripts like the
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Burmese, Thai, Tibetan, etc. Emperor Ashoka inscribis laws as well as Lord Buddha’s
teachings on columns in the Brahmi script.

2.2.2 Multilingualism

India is a large country with a huge population.t?so many states and the number of
languages spoken in those states, multilingualisna way of life. It adds depth to our

national conscience because it showcases India garland of different languages. The
flowers of the garland are held together by ouromal language Hindi, which is the thread
of this garland, and our alternate official langaid&nglish. Official recognition of languages

The Indian Constitution, at present, recognizesntywawo languages of India as official

languages. These languages find place in the eggittbdule of the Constitution. They also
happen to be the major literary languages of Irahd boast of a voluminous and rich

collection of writings in them. The following areg officially recognized Indian languages:

1. Assamese
2. Bangla
3. Bodo

4. Dogri

5. Gujarati
6. Hindi

7. Kashmiri
8. Kannada
9. Konkani
10. Maithili
11. Malayalam
12. Manipuri
13. Marathi
14. Nepali
15. Oriya
16. Punjabi
17. Sanskrit
18. Santhali
19. Sindhi
20. Tamil
21. Telugu
22. Urdu

Originally, only fourteen languages were includedthe eighth schedule of the Constitution.
Bodo, Dogri, Konkani, Maithili, Manipuri, Nepali,@thali and Sindhi were recognized later.
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2.2.3 Language Families in India

Historians have estimated that there have beert gresements of people and races into
India. This movement has made it possible for Irtdidbe the home for so many different
ethnic groups. The movement of people from the gemo countries and from the Middle
East to India brought with it new cultures, whichcluded their languages. A great
intermingling of languages has definitely takercplan India over the last many centuries.

The languages spoken in the South Asian regiorytbdbng to at least four major language
families, i.e., the Indo-European, the Dravididre AustroAsiatic and the Sino-Tibetan. The
Indo-European is represented only by the IndoAlgaguages.

Approximately, one-third of the mother tongues foun India (574 out of 1,796 languages)
belong to the Indo-Aryan family of languages and spoken by 73.30 per cent of Indians.
The Dravidian family of languages form the secorajanlinguistic group of the country and
are spoken by 24.47 per cent of our countrymen. Atstro-Asiatic family of languages, 65
in number, accounted for Unity and Diversity NOTES8If-Instructional Material 17 a total
number of 6.19 million speakers in the country.d &&n 1 per cent of the total population of
the country speaks the languages belonging toitiee Bbetan.

The Indo-Aryan languages

The largest chunk of languages and mother tongelesidp to the Indo-Aryan sub-family of
the Indo-European family of languages. Among theleno IndoAryan languages, Hindi and
Bengali happen to be the most popular languagesniationally. Hindi itself has about 49
varieties and is spread over vast tracts of Nonthedia.

Western Hindi is a Midland Indo-Aryan language @adpoken in the Gangetic plains and in
its immediate region. Around this area, the langsagpoken are Punjabi, Gujarati and
Rajasthani. Eastern Hindi is spoken in the Awadjiore

The Dravidian languages

Among the Dravidian languages, apart from the foternationally known languages spread
in many parts of the world, there are twenty-sikentlanguages at present. Out of these,
twenty five are spoken in India and one (Brahuiyp®ken in Baluchistan on the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border. Spoken by more than 300 milpeople in south Asia, the antiquity of
Dravidian languages is largely due to the rich greatical and literary tradition of the Tamil
language. Even the other three major Dravidiandaggs, namely, Malayalam, Kannada and
Telugu, possess independent scripts and literatpries dating back to the pre-Christianity
era.

The smaller Dravidian languages include Kolami-WNaiRarji-Gadaba, Gondi, Konda,
Manda-Kui, Kodagu, Toda-Kota and Tulu.

The Austric languages

The Austric family of languages is divided into twwranches — Austro-asiatic and
Austronesian. The latter was formerly known as MalRolynesian. These languages are
spoken in India, Southeast Asia and the Pacifantds.

The Austro-Asiatic branch has three sub-branchesnely, Munda, MonKhmer and
Vietnamese-Muong. The Munda sub-branch of the Awss$iatic branch of language is
located in India. The Munda languages in Indiaspeken in the eastern and southern parts.
The well-known Munda languages are Santhali, MynBhumij, Birhar, Ho, Tri, Korku,
Khari, Juang, Savara, etc. The Munda speakeroane fmostly in the hills and jungles.

15



History of India upto 647 A.D

The Tibeto-Burman languages

The Tibeto-Burman family is a part of the Sino-Tdre languages, which are spread over a
large area. This area extends from Tibet in theéhntwr Burma in the south, and from the

Ladkh region of the state of Jammu and Kashmithim west to the Chinese provinces of

Szechuen and Yunnan in the east.Lepcha, Sikkint@aey, Bodo, Manipuri and Naga are

some of the better known Tibeto-Burman languages.

There are several smaller languages that cannity basfit into any of the above four large

families. Therefore, languages like Burushaski he tNorth-West are known as isolated
languages. Besides this, there are separate fanufiéanguages like Andamanese, which
would include quite a few diverse languages spdketihe Andamans. One could possibly
also add the six odd languages spoken in the Nidslzands.

Check Your Progress

1. Define the concept of ‘mother tongue’.

2. How many official languages does India have?

3. Name the two branches of the Austric languages.
4. List some of the better known Tibeto-Burman leamges.

2.3 RACES IN INDIA

Several studies and attempts have tried to ackmip®ldhe actual characteristics of the
dominant racial groups in India. Several Europeathrapologists have made attempts to
classify the same. Some important ones have beatianed in the table below. Although no

two classifications are the same, some similaritiegertheless can be seen. In terms of
feasibility and application, each of the mentios&ssification have considerable weight age.

Racial Groups in India

Based on the Guha’s classification, which is thestmwidely used racial classification
system, racial distribution chart of the peoplénsfia has been made these are as follows:

* Negritos
¢ Proto-Austroloids

e Paleo-mediterraneons(long head, medium to tall in height, long androar face
structure, vertical forehead, brow to dark browim slolour)

* Alpo-dineries (light to medium colour of skin, round head, hoase and acrocephalic)
 Orientos (broad, head, broad face and medium stature)
* Mediterraneons

» Proto-nordics (pure to near blond, long head, fair skin, deécabse, prominent chin and
blue eyes) Unity and Diversity NOTES Self-Instroc@al Material 19
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» Tibeto-Mongoloids
» Paleo-Mongoloids

The above mentioned list describes the list oésdound prominently in India. The names
in the list are evident that the races have beandd upon intermixing of the major groups.
Thus, giving rise to new races or ethnic group<uleisg features of each of the above and
other minority groups or races found in India i$ olithe scope of this book, but the above
diagram gives the reader an idea about the magasrprominent in Indian society. In the
following paragraphs, you will find briefs regardinhe major contributing races of Indian
society.

Negritos: It is the oldest race or oldest type of human gewho survived changing times.
Studies prove, Negritos were the first inhabitaitSouth East Asian regions. Some hints or
traces of the presence of Negritos can be obsenvdt hilly regions especially in the hills
of South India, Assam, Burma and Bengal.

Proto-Austroloids: They are known to belong to the West. Prominenthata Nagpur are
the tribes of South India and some parts of cemidin. These are sometimes referred to as
the original inhabitants of the country and thugegithe name ‘Adi-Basis’.

Mongloid: Mongoloid races or Mongoloid element is prevalemtgroups of people
belonging to Northern as well as North Easternspaitindia especially the Himalayan range.
Even Eastern Bengal has seen prevalence of racapg with Mongoloid elements. Other
than this Mongolian features have also been obdemethe tribes of Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Bihar.

Other prominent racial elements visible in Indsatiety is PaleoMediterranean, traces from
historical excavations have revealed their eantivalrin India. The features or traits similar
to Paleo-Mediterraneans have been seen among peEdpéath India.

Check tfaProgress

5. Who were the first inhabitants of South EasaAsegions?
6. Mention some of the races that are found prontipén India.

2.4 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. The concept of ‘mother tongue’ has been defindtie census as ‘the language spoken in
childhood by the person’s mother to the person.

2. The Indian Constitution, at present, recognZ2sanguages of India as official languages.
3. The Austric family of languages is divided intwo branches — Austroasiatic and
Austronesian. Unity and Diversity NOTES Self-Instianal 20 Material

4. Lepcha, Sikkimese, Garo, Bodo, Manipuri and Nagasome of the better known Tibeto-
Burman languages.
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5. Negritos were the first inhabitants of Soutlst=asian regions. 6. Some of the races that
are found prominently in India are as follows:

* Negritos
* Proto-Austroloids

* Paleo-mediterraneons

2.4 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. The concept of ‘mother tongue’ has been defindtie census as ‘the language spoken in
childhood by the person’s mother to the person.

2. The Indian Constitution, at present, recognZsanguages of India as official languages.

3. The Austric family of languages is divided intwo branches — Austroasiatic and
Austronesian. Unity and Diversity NOTES Self-Instianal 20 Material

4. Lepcha, Sikkimese, Garo, Bodo, Manipuri and Nagasome of the better known Tibeto-
Burman languages.

5. Negritos were the first inhabitants of SouthtEZesan regions.

6. Some of the races that are found prominentlydine are as follows:
* Negritos

* Proto-Austroloids

» Paleo-mediterraneons

2.5 SUMMARY

» The earliest form of speech in India was refledtethe texts such as the Rig Veda, the
Brahmanas and the Upanishads.

* The oldest among the written works are the thadssattd hymns contained in the Rig Veda
dating back to 2,000 BC.

» The concept of ‘mother tongue’ has been definethéncensus as ‘the language spoken in
childhood by the person’s mother to the person.

» The Indus Valley script was a product of the Intfadley civilization.

* The greater Indus region was home to this civilieg which was the largest of the four
ancient urban civilizations.

* There were many other systems of writing, but nbaé as far reaching an effect as the
Brahmi script. Scholars like George Buhler havel bt the script perhaps originated as far
back as in the eighth century BC.

» The Kharosthi script is held by some scholarsambthe same time as the Brahmi, while
others have dated it back till the third century.BC

* It originated in northern Pakistan and east Afgstan.

» According to a recent survey, there are at lemshty five writing systems in modern India
and fourteen major scripts.
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* India is a large country with a huge populationtiAs0 many states and the number of
languages spoken in those states, multilingualssenway of life.

* The Indian Constitution, at present, recognizesnty two languages of India as official
languagess The languages spoken in the South Asian regioaytdtlong to at least four
major language families, i.e., the Indo-Europeae, Dravidian, the Austro-Asiatic and the
Sino-Tibetan. The Indo-European is represented loypkhe Indo-Aryan languages.

» Approximately, one-third of the mother tongues rfduin India (574 out of 1,796
languages) belong to the Indo-Aryan family of laages and are spoken by 73.30 per cent of
Indians. Unity and Diversity NOTES Self-InstructadriMaterial 21

» The Dravidian family of languages form the secomgjor linguistic group of the country
and are spoken by 24.47 per cent of our countrymen.

» The Austro-Asiatic family of languages, 65 in nwenbaccounted for a total number of 6.19
million speakers in the country.

* Less than 1 per cent of the total population efdbuntry speaks the languages belonging to
the Sino-Tibetan.

» Negritos is the oldest race or oldest type of hurbnaings who survived changing times.
Studies prove, Negritos were the first inhabitaritSouth East Asian regions.

* Mongoloid races or Mongoloid element is prevalentgroups of people belonging to
Northern as well as North Eastern parts of Indgeewlly the Himalayan range.

2.6 KEY WORDS

* Multilingualism: Multilingualism is the use of merthan one language, either by an
individual speaker or by a community of speakers.

* Austric: Austric is a large hypothetical groupioiglanguages primarily spoken in Southeast
Asia and Pacific

.*» Negritos: It is the oldest race or oldest typ&wihan beings who survived changing times.

» Proto-Austroloids: They are known to belong to West. Prominent in chota Nagpur are
the tribes of South India and some parts of cemtidib. These are sometimes referred to as
the original inhabitants of the country and thugegithe name ‘Adi-Basis’.

* Mongloid: Mongoloid races or Mongoloid element psevalent in groups of people
belonging to Northern as well as North Easterngpaiindia especially the Himalayan range.

2.7 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

1. Write a short note on the modern Indian writsygtem.

2. Differentiate between the Brahmi and Kharosthipts.

3. What are the different types of races in India?

4. What are the other prominent racial elemergtbhd in Indian society?

Long-Answer Question

1. Describe the Indian writing systems.
2. India is a multilingual society. Discuss
3. Explain the Indus Valley script.
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4. Write a detailed note on the Indo-Aryan or tnidinguages.
5. Explain the Dravidian language family.
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3.0 INTRODUCTION

Archaeology has contributed a lot to the histoiryancient India and its importance
cannot be under emphasized. Indian archaeologysisemce of recent growth, but it has
made wonderful progress during that brief periotie Tpioneer work was done by the
Europeans, but the same is being carried out nothéyndians. Literary and archaeological
records are the two main categories that give exee of ancient Indian history. This unit
will deal with these historical sources. This umill explain the importance of archaeological
sources for the study of ancient Indian history] discuss the literary sources of history. The
unit will also describe the Indus Valley and la¢edic Civilization.

3.1 OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:

» Explain the importance of archaeological sourcedtfe study of ancient Indian history
* Discuss the literary sources of history

« Differentiate between primary and secondary Iigsources

* |dentify the settlement patterns and town planmhthe Indus Valley Civilization

» Describe the prominent features of later Vedidl@ation.

3.2 SOURCES OF ANCIENT INDIAN

HISTORY In archaeology, excavation is the exposyseocessing and recording of
archaeological remains. The development of excawdéchniques has moved over the years
from a treasure hunting process to one which séeklslly understand the sequence of
human activity on a given site and that site’s treteship with other sites and with the

21



History of India upto 647 A.D

landscape in which it is set. Since independenagpws agencies like the Archaeological
Survey of India, State Departments of Archaeolotiversities and other research
organizations have conducted archaeological exicangain different parts of the country.

The important excavated cities and towns of arciedia include Peshawar (ancient
Purushapura), Taxila in North-western Frontier Hro and the Punjab; Mathura; Varanasi,
Sravasti, Kausambi, Ahichchhatra, Hastinapur in BRjgir (ancient Rajagriha), Nalanda,
Bodh Gaya, certain parts of Pataliputra in Bihatis&, Padmavati, Ujjain, Sanchi in Madhya
Pradesh; Bairat, Rairh, Sambhar, Karkotnagar inaflagn; Langhnaj, Anhilper, Patan,
Amreli in Gujarat; Kolhapur, Kondapur in Deccan; @&lravali, Brahmagiri in Mysore;
Amaravati, Nagarjunakonda in Andhra; VirampattananMadras; Paharpur, Mahasthana,
Pundravardhana, Kotivarsha in Bengal; and Parimagpantipur, Martand in Kashmir.

Special mention may be made here of the pre-Aryahzation of Indus Valley, excavated
partly in Mohenjo-Daro and Chanhu-daro in Sind, padly in Harappa in the Punjab during
the later phase of British rule in India. With extere excavations in post-Independent
period, sites have been discovered in a large @mesisting North-Western India, Rajasthan
and the Deccan. Mehrgarh excavations deserve @akpsention since Mehrgarh, located on
the bank of the Bolan river in the Kochi plain (Bsthistan), is the only known Neolithic
settlement in the Indian subcontinent, attributedpproximately 7000 BC.

Since independence, with the initiative of Centnadl state archaeological departments and
different universities, almost every year archagigla excavations are revealing new data on
different aspects of pre-history and ancient hystdrindia.

Epigraphy

In ancient times, the rulers engraved importantsagss for people on rocks, pillars, stone
walls, clay tablets and copper plates. These wgstiare known as inscriptions. The study of
inscriptions is called epigraphy. A study of th@secriptions throws light upon the language
of the people, names of the rulers, the years th&sd, their military achievements, the

religious and social conditions of the people arahynother details. For example, the edicts
of Ashoka are a collection of 33 inscriptions oe fillars of the Emperor Ashoka of the

Mauryan dynasty (269 BC to 231BC). An edict waianial announcement of the ruler to

informthe public. The Ashokan edicts on pillarsegivs information about the extent of his
empire.

Under the heading of archaeology, we discuss tfanration derived from inscriptions,
numismatics and monuments. Regarding inscriptidmsy are of a very great value being
engraved upon stones and metals and they cannotarmgered without detection.
Consequently, we can be sure while using the nahtieom the inscriptions that they contain
what was then originally written. While in the cask books, there is the possibility of
interpolations by the known and unknown authorsyédwer, that is not the case with these
inscriptions. Their genuineness cannot be doubl&e. inscriptions also give us a correct
idea of the method of writing followed at the timéen they were actually inscribed. The
character of the script inscribed also enablesoulxttheir approximate age. Location can
also throw some valuable light. The difficulty ireaphering the instructions has been
overcome in most of the cases although the sctifteoindus Valley still remains a mystery.

If we analyse the contents of the inscriptiongytltan be grouped under the following
heads—commercial, magical, religious, didactic, mdstrative, eulogistic, votive or

dedicative, donative, commemorative and literarytie case of commercial inscriptions,
their specimens are found on the seals of the IMilley. Some of these seals must have
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been used for the stamping of bales of mercharaisk commodities like potteries. It is
possible that the shorter inscriptions (on theJemle simply the owner’s name and longer
ones include titles that the owner of the seal bappo possess. These seals may have been
used by the seafaring traders engaged in forempetrlt seems that Nigamas and Srenis
(which were commercial organizations) had the posfeminting their coins and they must
have possessed seals to be used for such comnpngpalses. Their record on the perishable
materials must have disappeared. However, thereredezences to the use of seals for
commercial purposes in other inscriptions, e.ge, Mandasore stone inscription of time of
Kumaragupta and Bandhuvarman (Malwa Era 529).

Some specimens of magical inscriptions are fourttié Harappan seals which were used as
amulets and contained a magical formulae on them. Seals have not been deciphered as
yet and it is difficult to know their contents. Hewver, they are very likely to contain the
names of the deities which are represented by tiieads. The animals represented on the
amulets are the antelope, buffalo, Brahmi bull ¢anposite animal), elephant, goat, hare,
human figure, monkey, rhinoceros, short-horned land tiger. Some of the deities
represented by them are Moon, Yama, Siva, IndrahBe and Durga. It is to be observed
that magical formulae continued to be written oratseas well as on birch-bark (Bhojapatra)
and other materials.

Religious and didactic inscriptions deal with redigs and moral matters. Possibly, some of
the seals and tablets of the Indus Valley wereottjects of worship and their use as amulets
was forbidden. The inscriptions of Ashoka are thstlspecimen of the religious and didactic
types. The edicts of Ashoka are appropriately ddlieamma-Lipi.

Ashoka’s edicts are also a specimen of the admaingg inscriptions. An extract from one of
his inscriptions reads thus: ‘Everywhere in my doions, the Yuktas, the Rajukas and the
Pradesikas shall proceed on circuit every five yeas well for this purpose (for the
instruction of Dhamma) as for other business.” Blokagaura copper plate inscription of the
third century BC is an example of pure administatinscription. The Junagadh rock
inscription of Rudradaman | also contains some adinative material. A large number of
copper plate inscriptions have been found botihénrntorth and south and they contain many
useful administrative details. Reference may be anadthis connection to the Banskhera
copper plate inscription of Harsha.

The eulogistic inscriptions (Prasastis) are verpanant from the political point of view.
Generally, they contain an elaboration concerning King, his military, political and
administrative system and achievements, the existef the contemporary states coming
into conflict with him and the inter-state relatsonthe personal accomplishments of the
Kings, his patronage and charity and mythologicdaranic allusions by way of comparison
and similes. One great difficulty in these insaaps is that there is a tendency on the part of
the authors to exaggerate the achievements of plagions. Eulogistic inscriptions can be
further subdivided into two parts viz. pure eulagyd eulogy mixed with other types. The
edicts of Ashoka form a category by themselves. Hlaghigumpha inscription of Kalinga
belongs to the category of pure eulogy. It dessribeadetail the achievements of Kharavela in
a chronological order. To the same category beldhgsAllahabad Pillar inscription of
Samudragupta. The number of inscriptions which aionéulogy mixed with other matter is
very large. Practically, in every document of anp@nent nature, reference is made to the
glories of the ruling sovereign and his ancestionportant specimens of the mixed type are
to be found in the Nasik Cave inscription of Usatad the Junagadh rock inscription of
Rudradaman |, the Nasik cave inscription of Gaut&8alasri, the Mehrauli iron pillar
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inscription of Chandra, Junagadh rock inscriptidgnSkandagupta, the Bhitari stone pillar
inscription of Skandagupta, the Mandasor Stonarpifiscription of Yasodharman, the Stone
inscription of Isanvarman, the Aihole Stone Instop of the time of Pulakesin Il, the

Talagunda stone pillar inscription of the time o&n8varman, the Nagarjunakonda
inscriptions of Vira purusdatta, Mandasor stoneripsion of the time of Kumaragupta Il and

Bandhuvarman, etc.

We have a large number of votive or dedicativenpsions. It is possible that some of the
tablets found in the Indus Valley contain votivednptions. The Piprahwa vase inscription
records the dedication of the relic casket of L&dddha. The Besnagar Garuda pillar
inscription of Heliodors also belongs to this catggMany of the dedicative inscriptions deal
with the installation of images and the construttad temples. Reference may be made in
this connection to the Mandasor Inscription oftihee of Kumaragupta Nand Bandhuvarman
and the Bhitari Pillar Inscription of Skandaguptadahe Aihole inscription of the time of
Pulakesin 1.

The number of donative inscriptions is quite laagemany occasions offered themselves for
this purpose to the rulers and the subjects. Sdntleeanscriptions refer to the donations of

caves or other buildings for the residence of maarks ascetics. Some refer to the donation
of money in the form of a permanent endowment. @uhese funds, the Brahmins and the
needy were fed and lamps were lighted in the tesnpie some inscriptions, there is a

reference to the donation of lands and villagehéomonasteries, educational institutions and
the Brahmins.

Commemorative inscriptions record births, deathstber important events. The Rummindei
inscription of Ashoka reads ‘King Priyadarsin, bedd of the gods, when he had been
consecrated many years, came in person and dichiwoiBecause here the Shakya sage,
Buddha, was born, he caused a huge stone walltealde and a stone pillar to be erected.” A
large number of commemorative inscriptions referthe@ Silaharas of Kohlapur, the
Chalukyas of Kalyani, the Rashtrakutas, the Yadastas

Some inscriptions contain poetic compositions amamétic works and their purpose is
primarily literary. From the Mahanirvana Stupa atiskhagara in Uttar Pradesh was
discovered a copper plate containing 13 lines ttiandSutra of Buddha.

Inscriptions have been found on stone and copla¢egpand other materials. The details of

Asoka'’s reign tell us that he got his edicts engdagn stone so that they may last for a long
time. Writings on stone were done on rocks, pillatabs, pedestal or the back of images,
rims and lids of vases, caskets, prisms of crystalls of temples, pavements of pillars of
colonnades, and caves, etc.

Copper was the material which was commonly usedhi®mriting of inscriptions. A copper-
plated inscription was called Tamrapatra, Tamrasgs@asanapattra or Danapattra according
to its contents. It is remarkable to note thatldrel-grants were invariably inscribed on the
copper plates and were handed over to the conceméldat they may serve as title-deeds.
Fa-hien tells us that in many Buddhist monastehesfound those copper plates which
referred to the grant of land. Some of them werel@ass the time of Buddha. The discovery
of Sohgaura copper plates of the Mauryan periodircos this statement of Fahien. Hieun
Tsang tells us that emperor Kanishka used to sumanBuddhist council which prepared
these commentaries. These were later engraved mecelates and kept in stone caskets
which were placed in the Stupas built over thenis lilso stated that the commentaries of
Sayana on the Vedas were engraved on copper. Smeoanens of the books inscribed on
copper plates are to be found in the British Muselihe use of copper for writing purposes
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was not very common up to the sixth century AD, ibuémained quite popular for the next
sixcenturies. Copper plates were of different semed thickness. Some of them were so thin
that they could be bent easily and there were stiwrich were very thick and heavy. The
size of a copper plate depended upon two factbescontents of the document and the size
of the commonly used writing material in the distrwhere the copper plate was issued.
Sometimes, a document was inscribed not on oneecqpate but on many and in that case
the copper plates were fastened together by mefaospper rings. In this way, the copper
plates looked like a book which would be openedlyeaSufficient margin was left on the
copper plates.

Numismatics

A study of ancient Indian coins enlightens us @agideal regarding the history of ancient
India. The Numismatic Society of India is doingoa &f useful work in this connection. We

have, at present, a large number of coins excaveted various parts of India dealing with

the different aspects of ancient Indian historyinGare of various metals viz. gold, silver
and copper.

Coins help to build up the history of the countrymany ways. They give us the names of
the kings who ruled at various times in differeattp of the country. In many cases, the coins
are the only sources of information we have regaythe existence of certain kings. Without
these coins, the very existence of those kings @vbalve remained unknown. Many a time,
the information from the coins can be used to dwrate the evidence extracted from other
sources such as the Puranas and other religieuatlite. The coins also help us to fix up the
chronology as they mention the year in which theyrenvissued. The existence of a large
number of coins issued during the different yedrthe reign of a king helps us to fix the
exact dates for the accession and the death dinige Coins have helped us to fix the dates
of Samudragupta. The location of coins helps udetermine the extent of the territory of a
king. The discovery of a large number of Roman somIndia confirms the fact that there
was brisk trade between India and the Roman Empinat also refers to the economic
prosperity of India and the coastal activities tsf people. The figures of the various kings
appear on the coins from where we can get an ifléheohead-dresses and attire of those
kings. Sometimes, the hobbies or the amusementkeofulers can also be known from
studying their coins. Coins give an indication loé frosperity (or otherwise) of a country. If
people have gold or silver coins, they are likelyoe prosperous. The case is the opposite if
they have copper coins alone or more of them thaset of gold or silver. Sometimes, the
depreciation of coinage gives an indication tha tountry was passing through difficult
times. During the Huna invasion of India, the Guptarency depreciated. The symbols on
the Gupta coinage refer to their zeal for Hinduidrhe coins give us genuine information
regarding the history of ancient India as theradgossibility of their being tampered with.
Coins were issued by the rulers and other autberilike Srenis, etc., and there is no
possibility of their being issued merely to decgmemple.

The earliest coins of India have only figures, desior symbols and no legends. Sometimes,
the coins were cast in a dye but very often symlatse punched metal pieces. These
symbols varied from time-to-time and were puncheithvwa view to guarantee their
genuineness and value. On account of the absenegaids on them, much information is
not available.

After the Greek invasion of India, the practicensfting the names of the kings on the coins
was started. A large number of coins were issuethéyindoBactrian rulers who had under
their control Punjab and the North-western Fronfldrese coins possessed a high degree of
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artistic excellence and ultimately had a tremendafisence on Indian coinage. The design
borrowed in the Indian coinage was the name angbdingait of the ruler. The Greek coins
refer to about thirty Greek kings and queens whedrin India. The classical writers refer to
only four or five of them and had these coins remadiundiscovered, the names of other
rulers would have remained absolutely unknown. ddias of the Scynthians and Pratiharas
are of an inferior quality but they also give ustof historical information. Their coins have
enabled us to have an outline of the history oif theers and without them even the outlines
would have been missing. A branch of the Scythsated in Gujarat and Kathiawar issued
coins in which the names of the ruling kings arelrtfathers were mentioned in the Saka era.
These have helped us to reconstruct the histothefWestern Satraps for more than three
centuries. The Kushans also issued a large nunfbasims. The existence of the Malawas,
Yaudheyas and the Mitra rulers of Panchala is knownly from the coins. The coins of the
Satavahanas supplement, correct and corroboratactteunts of the Puranas. The Gupta
coins also give us a lot of useful information. Thdian coins after the Gupta period do not
give us much historical information.

According to historians, V.A. Smith and Rapsom punch-marked coins represent a private
coinage. The view of Smith is that they were issbgdguilds and goldsmiths with the
permission of the ruling power. The numerous olwgranches were made by different
moneyers through whose hands those coins passedreVerse marks were the signs of
approval by the controlling authority. According Rapson, the obverse marks were the
private marks of the moneychangers and the revaessks denoted the locality in which the
coins were issued. However, recent researchesgraved that the punch-marked coins were
issued by a regular public authority. A few of thémand at Pataliputra have been ascribed
by Dr K.P. Jayaswal to the age of Chandragupta éauk large number of coins are to be
found in government museums and municipal museunadsvéth private collectors. A critical
study of all of them is bound to give a lot of aduhal evidence.

Monuments

The ancient monuments like buildings, statuesafes or metals, terracotta, ornamental and
decorative fragments, pottery, etc., give us aoouseful and reliable information. The
excavations at the sites of the old towns like Hpea Mohenjo-Daro and Taxila have
revealed secrets hitherto unknown and, thus, clithage concept of ancient India. It is after
the discovery of the Indus Valley Civilization thae began to talk of a civilization in India
prior to that of the Aryans. The excavation at Taxinrows welcome light on the Kushanas.
A study of the sculptures found from there givesansidea of the Gandhara School of art.
The digging of the old sites of Pataliputra givessome information regarding the old capital
of the Mauryas. The Angkor-Vat in Cambodia and Bodur in Java bear testimonial to the
colonial and cultural activities of the Indians ancient times. The temples of Deogadh in
Jhansi and Bhitargaon near Kanpur throw light an dftistic activities of the Guptas. The
excavations add to our knowledge regarding Buddhesid Ashoka. The excavations in
China, Turkestan and Baluchistan by Stein proveittisnate contacts of India with those
territories. The progress of the archaeologicalkwiarIndia in the near future is bound to
enrich our knowledge of ancient Indian history.

3.2.1 Literary Sources

The literary source for the reconstruction of antimdian history may be classified as (i)
indigenous literature and (ii) accounts of the igmeravellers.
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Literary sources:

Indigenous, primary and secondary sources Thgemdius literature may be divided into a
number of varieties, e.g., religious text, secalascientific text, biography, poetic writings

and regional literature. However, when literarytings are patronized by the king’s court,
they are likely to be exaggerated ones. Thus, sheyld be used as sources of history with
caution. Foreign accounts are also to be usedauelyi as the foreigners, in most of the
cases, did not know Indian language and the padtteife.

Indigenous literature

The Indigenous literature includes the Vedas Btemanas, the Aryankas, the Upanishads,
the Epics (Ramayana and Mahabharatha), the Bralasiaah, and the Puranas. The Buddhist
and Jain literature gives knowledge of the traddiprevalent in those periods. The books of
this period are in Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit. Tlygye us knowledge about music, dance,
painting architecture and administration of varickings. Kautilya's Arthashastra is a
remarkable work on the system of administratione Bangam literature in south is an
elaborate record of life in South India. Thoughsthéteratures lack historical sense, they are
the main sources to venture into the facts of imdiistory.

Primary literary sources

Primary sources are original materials. Informatfon which the writer has no personal

knowledge is not primary, although it may be usgdistorians in the absence of a primary
source. In the study of history as an academiciglise, a primary source (also called

original source or evidence) is an artifact, a coent, a recording, or other source of

information that was created at the time understutyserves as an original source of

information about the topic. Similar definitionsarsed in library science, and other areas of
scholarship, although different fields have somevdiferent definitions.

Secondary literary sources

Secondary sources are works of synthesis and retatfpn based upon primary sources and
the work of other authors. They may take a varigtyforms. The authors of secondary

sources develop their interpretations and narratofeevents based on primary sources, that
is, documents and other evidence created by pgaatits or eyewitnesses. Frequently, they
also take advantage of the work of other historibBgsusing other secondary sources.

Reference books, popular periodical literature, gaderal historical works and monographs

are the examples of secondary sources.

Scientific/secular literature: Poetry, drama and tehnical literature

Scientific/Secular literature, comprising poetryama and technical literature like grammar,
astronomy, medicine, statecraft, provide embeddéormation often useful to historians.
Discovery of ancient texts of Indian poetry andndsahas revealed the history of ancient
Indian culture. Technical literature reflects tliwanced knowledge attained by society in the
respective fields.

As the term suggests, the writings included in 8@stion are not restricted to a particular
religious sect or social class. Rather, it focugasn sorting out those major texts which were
composed by neutral and intellectual personalg®ss to compile an exact and a precisely
transparent record of Indian culture and heritagberefore, it includes writings by
foreigners, biographical works of great historigarsons, historical texts and literary
compositions.
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Pure literary works such as dramas and poems evgk pvorks on polity, economy and
grammar carried out by scholars in the other brascbf knowledge are also of some
valuable help. Among them, the most notable ardastastra of Kautilya, Mohabhashya of
Patanjali, Astadhyayi of Panini, Mudra-Rakshasavishakhadatta, and the Katha Sarita
Sagar of Somdeva dealing with the period of the nyi@s The Nitisara written by
Kamandaka provides an insight into the polity o¢ tGupta rulers, the Mahabhashya of
Patanjali and the Malvikaganimitram written by K&ls help us in finding out the material
concerning the history of the Sungas and the Makaltika of Sudraka and the Das Kumara-
Charita written by Dandin throw useful light on tle®ntemporary socio-political and
economic life.

Judging by the same standards, the Sangam literatdtten in Tamil language becomes a
sort of mirror reflecting the social and politicadalities of the Chera, the Chola and the
Pandya dynasties of the far South up to third agrAD.

However, the list is not complete. Different schslavrote religious and secular texts in
Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Tamil and other languageslifferent points of time. Among them,

many are well known and many more might have bessad. Besides, a student of history
should be cautious while going through this literaf whether religious or secular, in an
effort to dig out ancient Indian history, as rebigs history is no historical chronicle and the
object of biographical works, in most cases, remde glorification of the kings while the

writings of the foreigners are mostly based upooosd-hand information. Yet, though

suffering from these handicaps, the literary sosircertainly provide valuable help to the
students of Indian history.

Religious Literature
Religious literature includes the religious teatshe Hindus, Buddhists and Jains.

Hindu religious texts The first literary source tbe Hindus is the Samhita which includes
four Vedas namely the Rigveda, the Samveda, tharYega and the Atharvaveda. Besides
these, there are the Brahmanas (the Satapatha)d®@s)cAtreya, etc.), the Upanishads (the
Kathaka, the Isa, the Svetasvatra etc.), the Akas)ahe Sutras (the Manu, the Vishnu, the
Narad, the Brashpati, etc.), the Puranas (the Vistire Vayu, etc. 18 in all) and the Epics
(the Ramanayana and the Mahabharata) which asssinodeciphering and understanding
the history and culture of India from the Vedic topthe Gupta age. The Rig-Veda provides
us some significant information about the civilinatof the early Vedic Age while the rest of
the three Vedas illuminate upon the specificitytteé cultural aspects of the later age. The
Brahmanas provide us some critical knowledge caricgr the Aryans—their attitude
towards east India, religious beliefs, and ritualde conducted especially during the later
Vedic age. The Upanishads, too, were concerned thighphilosophical speculations and
beliefs of the Aryans such as the transmigratiorthef soul, Brahma and salvation. The
Shastras inform us about the rituals while perfagndifferent Yajnas and the religious,
social, moral and political responsibilities of amividual. The Smiritis reveal to us the
social and religious conditions of the Indians kew 200 BC to AD 600. The Ramayana and
the Mahabharata are useful for knowing the liviegditions of the Aryans during the later
Vedic age while the Puranas help us in finding the history of the rulers and their
kingdoms which existed in India after the war of tahabharata till the sixth century AD.

Buddhist religious texts

The original Buddhist texts are known as the Taia. They are three in number and can be
categorized as (i) The Vinya pitaka which describesrules and regulations for the guidance
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of the Buddhist monks and the general managemetiteo€Church; (ii) the Sutti-pitaka is a
collection of the religious discourses of Buddhag iii) the Ahbidhamma-pitaka which
contains an exposition of the philosophical pritespunderlying religion. Afterwards, the
Mahayana and the Tantrika sects of Buddhism creastireligious literature of their own
and the penultimate Jataka stories (nearly 54umber) of Mahayanism describing various
life-stories of Mahatma Buddha were also writterl & them constitute the sources of
approaching the contemporary culture and historyndfa. These Buddhist religious texts
provide useful information to us concerning theitgolpolitical life, different rulers, their
dynasties, their rule and their kingdoms up to $heh century BC and also the social,
economic, religious and cultural life of the peophethat age. The religious texts, the
Mahavansa and the Dipavansa, prepared by the sshadl&ri Lanka, also provide us useful
information concerning the history of ancient India

Jain religious texts

The original Jain religious texts were called Agamierwards, these were compiled into 14
Purvas and further, the first ten Purvas were rarged in 12 Angas in the fifth century AD.
Now, only 11 Angas are available. Besides, a vitstature was created by Jain scholars
afterwards which also provide us useful knowledgacerning the history, culture and
civilization of ancient India. The Bhadrabahu Ctaarefers to several events belonging to the
reign of Chandragupta Maurya. The Katha Kosh ahe@rasimilar Jain religious texts have
churned out some useful historical material. Amdémgy later Jain religious texts, one of the
most prominent ones is the Parisista Pan/a whichpsepared during the twelfth century.

Foreign Accounts:

Greek, Chinese and Arab Writers Foreign accoungs o immense importance in the
reconstruction of ancient Indian history. AccorditagK.A.N. Sastri, ‘The accounts of any
country and its people by foreign observers argreft interest to the historians of the
country. For they enable him to know what impressi® made upon the minds of such
observers and to estimate with greater confidenegart played by it in the general history
of the world.’

(i) Greek writers: Herodotus in his Histories gives us informatiorowtb IndoPersian
relations and the political condition of north-wdsidia in his time. Arrian, a Roman
historian, wrote a detailed account of the invasanindia by Alexander. The Greek
ambassador to the court of Chandragupta Maurya,

Megasthenes in his book Indica, gives a descrigoamunt of India at that time.

(i) Chinese writers: Chinese accounts of Hiuen Tsang and Fa Hein pravsdeith useful
information regarding the life during the reigntéérsha and Chandragupta Il respectively.
Tibetan historian, Taranath in his History of Butkhh gives us information about Buddhism
and its spread.

(i) Arab writers: The Arab accounts of travellers and geographerstiyndeal with India
and its inhabitants and not history as such. AlbiksuTehquiql-Hind throws light on the
various aspects of socio-economic and politicalddmn of India at the time of Mahmud of
Ghazni.

Thus, in order to study Indian history in a comgmredive manner, one has to depend on
literary, archaeological and foreign sources whielp us to form a complete picture of the
ancient times. The information provided by literaexts if corroborated by archaeological
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remains helps the historian to improve the scalbistiorical authenticity and reliability of
fact.

Check YoRrogress
1. Define the term epigraphy.
2. What was the material which was commonly usedhf® writing of inscriptions?
3. What does the Indigenous literature include?

3.3 INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION

Up to 1920, nothing was known about the Induséfativilization. Construction workers at
a railway track near Harappa were using the brick® a nearby ruin, when it was realized
that the bricks probably belonged to a very oldlization. The railway authorities informed
the Archaeological Survey of India. In 1921, twalaeologists, Dayaram Sahani and
Rakhaldas Bannerjee carried out excavations at MoHgaro in Sind and at Harappa, which
revealed that a very advanced civilization far olded superior to the Europeans had
flourished in India. This generated great enthumsjasot only in India, but in other countries
as well. Further excavations at Lothal, Ropar aatldangan revealed that the Indus Valley
Civilization flourished beyond the River Indus. Theea that it covered at that time was
approximately 1.3 million square kilometres.

Figure 3.1 shows us some of the important siteshefIndus Valley Civilization. It is
estimated that the Indus Valley Civilization exésteetween 2500 and 1500 BC almost at the
same time as the Egyptian, Sumerian and Chineggzaiions.

It is true that all the civilizations of the wordhve originated and developed in the valleys of
rivers. A common feature of all civilizations isethiver, which provided fertile soil for the
civilizations to develop in its valley. When rivefteoded the banks, the water left deposits of
fine silt, which made it possible for farmers t@guce abundant crops. Floodwater was used
to irrigate fields in the dry season. Rivers preddumans with additional source of food in
the form of fish. Rivers also served as waterway#fe transport of people and goods from
one place to another. The Sumerian, BabylonianAasyrian civilizations developed on the
banks of Dajla-Farat, the Egyptian civilization ¢me banks of the river Nile and the
Harappan civilization on the banks of the Indus.
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Fig. 3.1 Important Sites of the Indus Valley Cizdtion
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The Indus Valley Civilization was an ancient cizdtion that had disappeared hundreds of
years ago leaving its ruins. Maximum remains of lindus Valley Civilization have been
found in the valley of river Indus, from where tbigilization derives its name. The city of
Mohenjo-Daro was 640 km away from Harappa. The tédvtahenjo-Daro’ means ‘the
mound of the dead, which was a local name of a mglintain located on the fields of
Larkana. In the context of the Indus Valley Ciliion, author and historian Ramashankar
Tripathi states, ‘Till so far our way has been fafllobstacles but now we can see the horizons
of the Indian Civilization.” It has been establidhby the remains of the Indus Valley
Civilization that hundreds of years before the Atydhere was a pre-established civilization
in India.

The cities belonging to Indus Valley Civilizatiomere divided into lower town area and
citadel. Historians believe that there was some kihdifference between people who lived
in the lower town area and those who lived nearttaglel. Occupational groups lived in the
lower town area and the nobility comprising thegkiand his nobles lived in the citadel.
Nevertheless, there must have been some contrallitigority, otherwise the uniformity of

the town plan, standardization of weights and messsicollection of taxes and grains would
have been impossible.

Geographical Expansion of the Indus Valley Civilizéion

According to the Australian archaeologist and dmgidt Vere Gordon Childe, ‘The
geographical area of the Indus civilization was muawore than the ancient Mesopotamian,
Egyptian and Persian civilizations.’

The remains of the expansion of this civilizatiaavé been found in North India from Ropar
of Ambala district to Rangpur district in Kathiawadrom Ahmednagar district in
Maharasthra (in South India) to Ghazipur, VaranBskar and Patna in the east. This proves
that the Harappan Civilization was spread acrosgabuand Sindh, in the valleys of north-
western frontiers mainly Kathiawad, Rajasthan amélD Following are the chief towns of
the Indus Valley Civilization:

1. Baluchistan: This region was important from the perspectivérade and commerce. The
main places that were extremely important includ&kag§endor (at the origin of river
Dashak), Sotakakoh (at the beginning of Shadi Kand) Balakot (in the east of Son Miyani
at the origin of river Vindar).

2. North-Western Border: Significant artefacts have been discovered frois dhea in the
Gomal valley.

3. Sindhu: Several remains have been found in the Sindhwmdgit many sites have been
destroyed on the banks of this river. Several ramdiave been found at the sites of
Mohenjo-Daro, Chanhudaro, Judeirjo-daro and Amri.

4. Western Punjab: This area has the most important Harappan sitehwisi located on
river Ravi.

5. Eastern Punjab: An important site of this ase&opar. In recent excavations remains
have been found in Sanghol.

6. Haryana: In Hisar and Banvali important remains of the IsdCivilization have been
found.

7. Doab of Ganga and YamunaThe remains of Indus Valley Civilization are spitdeom
Meerut to Aalamgir. Recently remains have also Beand at Hulas in Saharanpur.
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8. Gujarat: There are several Indus Valley Civilization sitgshe peninsula of Kutch and
Kathiawad and the mainlands of Gujarat. Import#essat these peninsula are Sutkotada and
Lothal, respectively.

9. Other sites:Important remains have also been found at the sitdBahavalpur, Jammu
and Northern Afghanistan.

Dress and Ornaments

The spindles found in the excavations reveal thatlhdus Valley people knew the art of
spinning and weaving. They were perhaps the fespje to cultivate cotton to make clothes.
Besides cotton, they wore woollen clothes. Men weoopmece of cloth round their waists and
a shawl over their shoulders, while women wore @t sind do not seem to have worn
blouses. Archaeologists have unearthed an idol miaa covered with a shawl. The shawil
was tied under the right arm and went across tieheulder, which left the right hand free.
A cloth similar to the dhoti worn in rural India wavorn at the bottom.

The discovery of needles at the excavation sitatpdowards the fact that the people of this
civilization were familiar with sewing. Both men canvomen wore ornaments. These were
made of metal, bone, shell and beads. The Indupl@doved ornaments. The chief
ornaments worn by women included necklaces, armbetsgles, earrings, nose-rings, rings
and waistlets.

The ornaments of rich people were made of goldesiand precious stones, whereas the
ornaments of poor people were made of bones, coppeérbaked clay. Sir John Hubert
Marshall who was the Director General of Archaeglag India in 1902 stated, ‘seeing the
shine and design of gold ornaments it seems tlegtahe brought from an ornament shop of
Bond Street (London) and not from a pre-historiwalse of five thousand years ago.’

Farming and Cattle Rearing

Agriculture was the chief occupation of the peofilee climate and seasons were conducive
for farming and annual flooding of the rivers make land fertile. This facilitated the growth
of crops. The chief crops were wheat, barley, eptioaize and millet. They also grew fruits
and vegetables. Different methods of irrigationever use. Channels and embankments were
also built to control the flow of water into theslils. Ploughs and sickles were commonly
used agricultural tools.

Animal husbandrywas also practised, and oxen, lm&$a goats, sheep, pigs, donkeys and
camels were reared. The horse, however, was unknown

The chief occupation of the Indus people was adjtice. Crops such as wheat, barley, corn
and cotton, were cultivated here. According to isBam, the people did not know how to
cultivate rice, but the remains of rice at LothadaRangpur have proved this conception
wrong. Similarly, DrLal has said that the cultivati of cotton was the specialty of Indus
people. Grinding machines of wheat, barley andhsngsmachines and storehouses reflect
their proficiency in agriculture. Adequate irrigatifacilities were developed for agriculture.

Pottery and Trade

Next to agriculture, pottery seems to have beenntiost popular industry of the people.
They were skilled in the use of the potter's wh&addish-brown clay was baked, glazed and
decorated with various designs in black. Some brdkts of pottery found in the excavation
sites have geometric designs and animal motifsy Bpeak of the excellent craftsmanship
and artistic skills of the Harappan people.
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Trade, both by land and by sea, thrived in theapjpan society. A number of seals of Indus
origin have been found at various sites in Mesap@aSumer). This indicates that trade
flourished between the two civilizations. In ordermeasure articles, they used a stick with
markings on it. They also used various kinds ofglvts and measures.

More than 2000 seals have been found at various sites. The seals were made of terracotta
and steatite, a soft stone. Most of the seals are rectangular but some are circular in shape. Some of
them have a knob at the back, which contains a hole. It is believed that different guilds or individual
merchants and traders used these seals for stamping their consignments. They have a carved picture
with some inscription on the other side. These seals throw light on the religion, customs and
economic activities of the society. The animal shown in the seal may be a sacred bull. Small-scale
industries were also chief sources of living.

Carpenters, potters, weavers, goldsmiths, conngisssculptors, etc., constitute the different
professions of the time. Potters made a good libpmgnaking earthen toys. The Indus Valley
Civilization’s economy appears to have dependedifsegntly on trade, which was
facilitated by major advances in transport by bekldriven carts as well as boats. Most of
these boats were probably small and had flat-battgarhaps driven by sail, similar to those
one can see on the Indus River today. Archaeokdialve discovered a big canal and
docking facility at the coastal city of Lothal. Tlaetefacts of this civilization found at the
sites of other ancient civilizations suggest trdides with portions of Afghanistan, the
coastal regions of Persia, Northern and Centrahladd Mesopotamia.

Settlement Patterns and Town Planning in the Indu¥alley Civilization

One of the most remarkable features of the Indutey&ivilization was meticulous town
planning. This is especially evident in the cityMdhenjo-Daro.

Architecture

Evidence of town management of this time is fotmdh the remains of Harappa, Mohenjo-

Daro, Kalibanga, Lothal, etc. Towns were so wellnaged and organized that it is still a
matter of wonder. The roads were very broad. Thendge system was very fine. The
remains of Mohenjo-Daro are proof of the unparatlelart of the ancient cities, their

cleanliness and construction. It is quite cleanmfrstudies that cleanliness was given a lot of
importance.

The shape of the city was rectangular. The roat®ach other at right angles and divided
the city into large blocks. Within each block, thewvas a network of narrow lanes. The
drainage system was magnificent and lights weranged on roads. It seems that the town
planning was the work of efficient engineers.

Art of Making Buildings

The houses, built of burnt bricks, were constrdicte both sides of the roads. There were
covered drains along the roads, in which sewaga fiee houses flowed. Some houses had
only one or two rooms while others had severalicatthg different living quarters for the
rich and the poor. The Indus people were exceltamstructors. There are other things
related to architecture and idol making,

which are living examples of their efficiency. Tinteriors of these buildings prove that the
Indus people were definitely aesthetically incline@f all the remains of the Indus
Civilization, the best is the Great Bath. Its walle cemented. There are stairs on the corners.
In order to keep the water safe and the foundastmagg, the masons worked cleverly. The
system of filling and emptying the water tank wasdoubt extraordinary. There was also a
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system for hot water, which was probably used by phiests. The biggest proof of the
durability of the bath is that it was constructecbD00 BC and is till today totally intact.

Town Planning

Excavations at Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro reveal #tlathese cities were similarly
planned. They were divided into two parts—a raiseela with large buildings called the
citadel at the western end and a lower town. Tlagsaan at right angles, bringing out the
grid pattern of the township. The citadel was baiit a raised platform, constructed with
bricks and stones, about 12 metre high and rectangushape, and surrounded by a huge
brick wall with watchtowers. This protected the Idirgs and the people from the recurrent
flooding of the river Indus. The citadel was prolyathe seat of the government and
overlooked the lower town. The ruler or the adntrai®r lived here along with the nobles. It
also had public buildings such as the granaries,agsembly or town hall and important
workshops. At Mohenjo-Daro, which means ‘mound bé tdead’ in Sindhi, the most
remarkable feature was the Great Bath. It wastsitbaithin the citadel. It resembled a large
swimming pool measuring 55 by 33 metres. A flightsteps led down to the pool at two
ends. Broad corridors on four sides with a numbderooms surrounded the pool. It is the
finest specimen of the engineering skill of the &fgran people.

In Harappa, archaeologists found the Great Grémeated in the citadel. It measured 61.5
by 15.5 metres and consisted of two similar blosks a wide passageway between them.
Each block had six halls further divided into srmallooms and compartments with openings
for ventilation. The largest granary was found ilmHénjo-Daro. Close to the granaries at
Harappa, circular brick platforms have been fouhcktording to archaeologists, these were
used for threshing grain. Grain was brought by $aédng the rivers. The grain collected as
tax was safely stored to be used in times of cilikesfloods or famine. The granaries prove
that the land was fertile.

Drainage system

Another striking feature of the Indus towns wasirttdrainage system. It was the best
drainage system known to the world in ancient tinrgsins were constructed on either side
of the roads connected to a drain from each holisey were lined with bricks and were

covered with slabs of stone, which could be remawmenrder to clean them. This shows that
the dwellers had great concern for health and ataorit

Urban decline of the Indus Valley Civilization

Like other unanswered questions about the Indugeyw&ivilization, the question of its
devastation, of how, when, and why it disappear®@djnanswered. Many historians have
given their own opinion. Seven layers have beemdoduring excavations at different sites,
which inform us that the Indus Valley Civilizatiowould have been established and
devastated a number of times. The chief reasorglibenfloods in the Indus river. The Indus
time and again changed its normal course, whichaxfasquent cause of devastation.

Another opinion regarding the decline of the Indtalley civilization is geographical in
nature including scarcity of rainfall, change inetltourse of the river, drought and
earthquake, which may have devastated this dewlopdization. In the opinion of a few
scholars, this civilization was devastated duehi dttack of the Aryans. Religious books
clarify that there is mention of forts and townsnain-Aryans in the Rig-Veda which were
probably ravaged in these attacks. The use of boaswl chariots made these attacks
successful. However, it has not been completelyfidld as to how this civilization met its
end.
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The Indus Valley Civilization flourished for abo@000 years with very few changes in

lifestyle, customs and habits. Though this civiii@a began to decline by 1500 BC, the exact
causes of the decline are not known. However, théte have made various suggestions
based on evidence, and they can be summed up@asdol

» The most commonly accepted theory is that natakdmities like earthquakes and floods
or change in the course of the river Indus may hdestroyed the cities or led to mass
migration.

» Some historians are of the opinion that epidemidte destroyed the cities.
» Others believe that foreign invasions (probablyhef Aryans) led to its decline.

* Yet another theory is that ecological changestdugeforestation led to the land becoming
dry and uninhabitable.

Check Your Progress
4. Mention some of the chief towns of the Indusl&alivilization.
5. What was the chief occupation of the Indus pedpl

3.4 LATER VEDIC AGE

The Rig Vedic period came to an end in 1000 BC. ddréod from 1080-600 BC is known as the later
Vedic period. During this period the Aryans compmltke other three Vedas, i.e., Sam Veda,
Yajur Veda and Atharva Veda. They also composedBtahamanas, the Aranyakas, the
Upanishads, the Sutras, the Puranas, the RamagdrtaeaMahabharata. The Ramayana and
the Mahabharata, which are also called Great Hpicgide the most reliable account about
this period which is also called as the Great Byge. Sometime back the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata were considered to be fictional rathen of historical works but now their
position is quite different and the informationiged from them is of most valuable help and
gives us a true picture of life and society in thgé. The Ramayana is the first literary record
of the passing of the Aryans beyond the Vindhyastheir penetration by the armed forces
into southern India. Mahabharata is the secondt gip&. It has eighteen cantos and about
100 slokas or verses. Similarly, like the Ramayaha, Mahabharata is regarded as the
creation of the imagination of the poets by thedpean historians. They say that even
though some of the princes mentioned in the Mahal&anight be historic figures, yet the
bards and poets have transformed the story in @wedwy that nothing true is left in it.

Though some imaginary, fanciful creations mighténaeen inserted in the Mahabharata, yet
Krishna, Arjuna, etc., were historic figures andstit@apur and Indraprastha were historic
towns. In this way, the story of the Mahabharatd #e persons mentioned in it belongs to
history. In the excavations, ruins of about 300 a\y sites have been found containing
earthen pottery as well as iron weapons. Aryansagpto the Indo-Gangetic plains from the
Punjab.

At the very outset they occupied Delhi and Meenuhie Ganges-Yamuna Doab region. They
made Hastinapur (modern Meerut District) as thapital. In about 600 BC Aryans advanced
towards the eastern regions of Kosala and NortBérar. Their continuous success was due
to their superior weapons, good horses and chaiibtsy used iron weapons and because of
these factors, they were able to expand continyousl
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As the Aryans advanced to the east and the sthehr,number decreased in proportion to
the original inhabitants of those areas. Now the&yensurrounded by people who differed
from them in religion, culture and customs. Thees\wa great interaction and thus there came
a great change in the Aryan institutions. Theiri@o@olitical and economic organizations
became more complex and certain corrupt practiegg mto their religion. We can study the
civilization of the later Vedic Aryans in the follang manner.

3.4.1 Society

The family was an important institution during tiperiod. Each Kula or family consisted of

several members. There also existed joint familtesy and the heads of the family, called
Kulpati, either used to be the father or the eldesther. Marriages, sacrifices and other
important duties in the joint family were performiegl the head of the family in consultation

with his wife. Adoption was resorted to not onlythe absence of real children, but also to
secure the addition of a speciallyqualified memigethe family. There is a prayer in the

Atharva Veda which is offered for the unity anddoof the family. Guests were entertained
with a warm hospitality.

In the family, we notice the increasing powerlwé father who could even disinherit his son.
In princely families, the right of primogeniture svgetting strong. Male ancestors came to be
worshipped.

Position of women

The general position of the women changed for tleese: They lost the right to the
Upanayana ceremony, and all their sacraments, @gixgumarriage, were performed without
the recitation of the Vedic mantras. As in theieageriod, the marriage of women normally
took place after puberty. Polygamy certainly priadai Theoretically, the wife was still
accorded a very high position. Thus, the Satap&8tsnmana says that she is half her
husband and completes him. But there are unerigmgs shat her status and dignity were
lowered a great deal during this period. Thus, nmafrthe religious ceremonies, formerly left
to the wife, were now performed by priests. She was allowed to attend the political
assemblies. A submissive wife who would keep heuttnghut and dine after her husband
was held up as the ideal. The birth of a daughtes most unwelcome for she was regarded
as a source of misery and a son alone was thewsayia family. The women were taught to
dance and sing and play various kinds of musicgttuments such as drums, flutes, lyre or
harp, cymbals, and lutes. Although some women dgahs took part in philosophic
discussions and some queens participated in caoonatuals, ordinarily women were
thought to be inferior and subordinate to men.

Classes and caste system

Settled life led to a further crystallization dfet four-fold division of society. Brahamins
claimed both social and political privileges. Kshats constituted the warrior class and came
to be looked upon as the protectors of the peapdetlae king was chosen from among them.
Vaishyas devoted themselves to trade, agricultacevarious crafts as they were the ‘tax-
paying’ class. In this way all work, whether retigs or secular, became more and more
specialized and hereditary. It was obviously edsiethe son of a warrior to be trained in the
use of weapons than for the son of a Brahmin wh®wvalergoing training in a Vedic school.
The same applied to the children of agriculturestd Vaishyas. The new conquests brought
large number of slaves. Work having become moreialed and complicated, it was
necessary to absorb these slaves into the servite community, so they were included in
the social system as Sudras whose primary busim&s$o do some kind of unskilled service
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required of them. While the Sudras were absorbeithensocial system and while some of
them accumulated wealth and even mixed occasionathythe members of the three upper
castes, they were never allowed to study the seept The rules relating to inter-
castemarriage began to be rigid. How far the chamfigeaste was possible, we cannot
speculate.

Four ashrams

Besides caste system, the life was divided inttaceAshrams. The first twentyfive years of
life was called Bramhacharya stage during whichopeone was supposed to go to the
acharyas and the guru for the sake of educatioxt ¢éene the Grahastha stage which lasted
up to fifty years. During this period a man waoakd to lead a married life and have
children. The third stage was Vanprastha. During pleriod, upto seventy-five years of age,
a man devoted himself to the worship of god thohghstill lived in the family. The last
stage, from seventy six to hundred years of lifaswalled Sanyas. During this period one
was to go to the forest to lead the rest of theeiifdevotion to God.

Decline in morality

The rich and the royal classes had begun to nsmvgral times. They were also addicted to
drinking intoxicating liquors and gambling. Danciggls and prostitutes became a source of
great pleasure. Killing an enemy by deceit was mmon practice. In this connection, the
deceit practised by the Kaurvas to kill the Pandsas clear proof. In the Mahabharata there
is a mention of the persons who did not pay taxas were guilty of weighing short
measures. Thus, a gradual degradation in the \é@dic period or Epic society was easily
visible.

Food and drink

The variety of eatables had amply increased. Gimredng them were apuka (cake mixed with
ghee, made of rice or barley), adana (a mess @ gaoked with milk or curd or ghee),
Karambha (porridge made of grain or barley), Yavézmarley- gruel), etc. Rice cooked with
milk and beans, and fried grains of rice were &isown and used. A very large number of
milk products were prepared and they were very |[apChief among these products were
amiksha (clotted curds), dahi (sour milk), navar{itesh butter), payasya (mixture of sour
milk and hot or old fresh milk), prishadajya (buttixed of sour milk), phanta (creamy
butter), vajilla (mixture of hot fresh milk with go milk), etc. Meat eating was fairly
common. The Satapatha Brahmana prescribes thegkdli a great ox or goat in the honour
of a guest. Meat was not only eaten on ceremomiehsons but was also used daily. Cow
slaughter was looked at with disfavour. Sura, aoxicating liquor, often finds mention. But
it is often condemned as leading to quarrels add@eg men from the path of virtue.

Dress and ornaments

The people wore cotton clothes. Some of them witkersclothes also. The dress had lost its
former simplicity and became a little gaudy. Likeej ornaments had become costly and
were mostly made of gold and silver.

Marriage

There are references which indicate that interecasairriages took place in this period.
However, they were not regarded as good. Theremamtions of polygamy by men and
dowry system had also started. The marriages batiapinds’(within the same generation)
were prohibited to the seven generations from ithe af father and five generations from the
side of mother.
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Education

Such a highly developed intellectual life as wadl the vast mass of Vedic literature
presupposes a well planned system of educationlUpa@ayana was the religious ceremony
by which a boy was initiated into the life of addmnt and handed over to a guru or preceptor.
Henceforth he had to live in the house of the gurd lead the chaste life of a Brahamachari
whose principal duties were to study and serveadheher. The latter included gathering fuel,
tending cows and begging alms. The students getifoarding and lodging at his house and
in return did personal service to him and paid {eekshina) at the completion of their study,
though, sometimes, sons of wealthy parents probgalye regular fees. The Aryans
themselves had no writing script until much laters possible that a script came to be used
by about 700 BC since there are references tongriis a normal activity by 500 BC.
Judging from the earliest specimens found in In(th& stone inscriptions of the emperor
Asoka, of the third century BC) the early scriptynteave been influenced by a semantic
system of writing. Education was restricted to tipper castes and the teaching of the Vedas
was restricted to the Brahmins, although in thebwyas open to all dvija castes. Arithmetic,
grammar, and prosody were included as subjectduofysSome of the Rig Vedic hymns
incorporated ritual dancing and the recitation iafa@jues thus constituting the rudiments of a
dramatic form. The stories of the bards, from whilcd epic compositions originated, also
lent themselves to dramatic presentations.

3.4.2 Religion

People believed in one Supreme God. The powdreoAtmighty, the Omniscience of God,
is recognized in the Atharva Veda. The idea of eoqa God like Prajapati the creator and
preserver of the Universe and the conception ohii@is found in the Atharva Veda. The
Atharva Veda suggests the idea of Brahma as tlke dause of all existence and of the
oneness of man with the world-soul. In this perfav Gods like Vishnu, Siva, Ganesh,
Parvati, Rama, Krishna, etc., took the place otimagods like Indra, Varuna, Surya, the
Earth, Agni, etc., of the Rig Vedic period. In tlkisntext, scholars like R.C. Majumdar define
that ‘in one Upanishad, Krishna is associated witthool of thought that rejected the purely
ritualistic interpretation of sacrifice and congielé the practices of virtue to be as effective as
providing gifts to priest. In the final hour oneosiid, according to this school, take refuge in
these three thoughts. You are the imperishablenelier falling and the very essence of life.

Aim and mode of worship

People worshipped gods for the same material reasothis period as they did in earlier
times. However, the mode of worship changed consldle and prayers continued to be
recited, but they ceased to be the dominant mogiacating the gods. Sacrifices became far
more important and they assumed both publicity dowhesticity which was still in many
cases identical with the tribe. Private sacrifisee performed by the individuals in their
houses because in this period the Vedic peoplealeskttled life and maintained well
established households. Individuals offered ohtegtito Agni and each one of these took the
form of a ritual or sacrifice. Elaborate sacrificides undermined the importance of the Rig
Vedic gods, some of whom faded into the backgroufde priests became the chief
beneficiaries of the sacrifices and consequentigeghpower. Cattle were slaughtered at the
sacrifices in large numbers. Animal bones with mairks found in course of excavations at
Atranjikhera are mostly of cattle. Public ritualserefore, led to the decimation of the cattle
wealth whose importance for the developing agngalt economy can hardly be
overestimated.
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Growth of ritualism

The Brahmins were anxious to make themselves mapertant and respected in the society.
To achieve this objective they concentrated theargies upon developing a complicated and
detailed system of rituals (the manners of perfagnieligious rites). Indeed, the priestly
class now devoted their whole attention to find thethidden and mystic meaning of the rites
and ceremonies. These ceremonies consist of daméss as well as great sacrifices and
form a body of rituals, probably the most stupersdand complex which has ever been
elaborated by man. The domestic rites embrace ti@ewcourse of a man’s life from his
conception in the mother’s womb up to his deathratiner beyond it, as several ceremonies
refer to the departed souls.

The Brahmins claimed a monopoly of priestly knowjedand expertise. They invented a
large number of rituals some of which were adogtech the non-Aryans. The reason for the
invention and elaboration of the rituals is notacjethough mercenary motives cannot be
ruled out. We hear that as many as 240,000 cows @®en as dakshina or gift to the

officiating priest in the Rajsuya sacrifice. In #&dzh to cows, which were usually given as

sacrificial gifts, gold, cloth and horses were atgwen. Sometimes the priests claimed
portions of territory as dakshina, but the grantaoid as sacrificial fee is not well established
in the later Vedic period. The Satapatha Brahmaaies that in the Asvamedha Yajna, all

should be given to the priest. This, therefore,alyeindicates the desire of the priests to grab
as much land as possible.

3.4.3 Economy

The Aryans followed a mixed pastoral and agricalt@conomy. They ploughed their fields
by means of a pair of oxen bound to the yoke. ter Istages, they used heavy ploughs drawn
by six, eight, twelve, and even twenty-four oxehefie are references to artificial waterways
which make it certain that the system of irrigatwas known to them. Their other chief
source of income was cattle-rearing. Rather, itld/da@ much proper to say that in the early
stages, the primary occupation of the Rig Vedicafug/was cattle-rearing because we find a
heavy impact of the tribal organization on theirlyaocial and political set-up. It was only
afterwards that agriculture got priority over aattéaring. Cows occupied an important place
in it and were used as a means of exchange ane aauvell. Horses were also greatly
valued. Other domesticated animals were sheeps,gasses, oxen and dogs. Hunting also
served a useful economic purpose. They hunted ,libosar, buffaloes, deer, birds and
antelopes. They also used nets to capture them.

Another important occupation was weaving, both ottan and wool, which supplied
garments to the people. Other professions weresthbgriest, carpenter, goldsmith, leather-
worker, physician, butcher, dancer, musician, Rtobably, use of iron was known to them.

Dr R.S. Sharma has expressed the view that sea-tvad not carried out by the Rig Vedic

Aryans. They, being constantly busy in wars, wese able to produce so much as would
have left sufficient surplus for export. But Dr R.Majumdar and B.M. Apte have opined

that these people engaged themselves in sea-tnaddeaa trade relations with Babylon and
other countries in West Asia. However, all schokgsee that internal trade was carried on
both by river and land.

The Aryans had no coins and barter system was@us the exchange of commodities.

However, the cow had become a unit of value anedium of exchange. There is reference
to one more medium of exchange called nishka wiviah probably a piece of gold of a fixed

weight and was used as a sort of currency.
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On the whole, having natural facilities for agricmé and cattle breeding, the Aryans enjoyed
a prosperous economic life.

Agriculture

Mostly the people lived in villages, but by now thig cities had also come into existence.
Although very few agricultural tools made of iroave been found, there is no doubt that
agriculture was the main means of livelihood of ldter Vedic people. Ploughing was done
with the help of a wooden plough share which pdgsimrked in the light soil of the upper
Gangetic basin. Enough bullocks could not be fooechuse of cattle slaughter in sacrifices.
Therefore, agriculture was primitive but there @ doubt about its wide prevalence. The
Satapatha Barahmana speaks at length about thghplgurituals. According to ancient
legends, Janakas (the king of Videha and fath&itaj) lend his hand at the plough. In those
days even kings and princes did not hesitate te taknanual labour. Balarama, the brother
of Krishna, is called Haladhara or wielder of theugh. In later times, ploughing came to be
prohibited for the members of the upper varnas. Vadic people continued to produce
barley, but during this period rice and wheat bezdheir chief crops. In subsequent times
wheat became the staple food of the people in Buamd western Uttar Pradesh. For the first
time, the Vedic people came to be acquainted wvigth in the Doab. It is called Vrihi in the
Vedic texts, and its remains recovered from Haptindelong to the eight century BC. The
use of rice is recommended in rituals, but thawbéat is rarely mentioned. Various kinds of
lentils were also produced by the later Vedic peopleans and sesames were also known
and the latter assumed ritual importance in cowfséme. The growing importance of
agriculture undermined the earlier pastoral econavhich could not feed the increasing
population well enough.

Arts and crafts

Simultaneously, with the transition from a pastéoaan agricultural economy, there seemed
to have arisen several new arts and crafts. Ineptdidhe few occupations in the Rig Veda,
many are enumerated in later Vedic literature. Mdentmay be made of smelter, smith or,
carpenter, weaver, leather worker, jeweller, dyet potter. It is difficult to say how far the
smelters and smiths were connected with makingctbjef iron. Probably they worked
mostly with copper, which continued to predominatth iron still bring rare. Weaving was
practiced on a wide scale but perhaps remainednszhimainly to women. Leather work,
pottery and-carpentry were connected with buildadivities of which we have some
evidence in this period. The later Vedic peopleenacquainted with four types of pottery:
black and red ware, black-slipped ware, painte¢ gvare and red ware. The last type of
pottery was most popular with them and has beemdocalmost all over western Uttar
Pradesh. However, the distinctive pottery of theqokeis known as the Painted Grey Ware. It
consisted of bowls and dishes which were usedreitheituals or for eating or for both, but
by the upper orders. Glass hoards and bangles fioutg PGW layers may have been used
as luxurious objects by a few persons. The useetfis like tin, lead, silver and gold were
known. Gold and silver were used normally for mgkoarnaments and delicate articles like
vessels. Medical profession was well establisheginywtliseases were cured by herbs. Magic
spells also were used for the purpose.

Domestication of animals

Being an agriculturist society, the Aryans attaclhyeeht importance to animals. They were
reared both for their milk and agricultural purpgsia fact, cattle rearing received an impetus
during this period. We have references which ingidhat meadows were carefully looked

after so that animals might not face any inconvaree Large sheds were also created to

40



History of India upto 647 A.D

accommodate the cattle so that they may be prategainst wild animals and extreme cold
or hot weather. The cow was regarded as sacredgdtiis period. This was perhaps due to
their utility. In the Atharva Veda, death penaltasyprescribed for cow slaughter. Elephants
were also domesticated by the people. Other docagstli animals were sheep, goats, asses,
oxen and dogs.

3.4.4 Polity

The later Vedic period is generally consideretidse commenced from the beginning of the
first millennium BC. The core region of the Vediwibzation now became the area of
western UP, which, according to the literary textas now under the control of the Kuru-
Panchalas. In this area, the Vedic people seenmave Hisplaced the copper using people
whose tools, weapons and pottery types (late Harappd Ochre Coloured Pottery) indicate
that these people flourished in this region betw&&00 and 1000 BC. The Aryans, by now,
had the knowledge of iron which is evidenced by discovery of large hoards of iron at
Atranjikhera, in the Etah district of UP. Iron alselped the Aryans to clear the dense forests
of the region and start agriculture. This resulted new agrarian economy and a settled life.
A large number of PGW sites, discovered throughekeavations, are considered to have
been the Aryan settlements during the later Vede a

The most startling feature of this age was the fassertion of the territorial element. One of
the hymns of Atharva Veda mentions that Rashtri@territory be held by the king and be
made firm by the Varuna, the god Brihaspati, Inand Agni. We also hear of a permanent
royal residence of the Kuru-Panchala kings callkshandivat’. Though the tribal element

was still important, now equally important was #tement of territory.

Atreya Brahmana mentions ten forms of governmepsgmt in the different parts of the
country and explains as to how the concept of gowent in its territorial dimensions had
come into vogue.

Popular assemblies

In later Vedic times, the popular assemblies tbsir importance and royal power increased
at their cost. The Vidatha completely disappeafidek Sabha and Samiti continued to hold
ground, but their character changed. They came tddminated by princes and rich nobles.
Women were no longer permitted to sit on the Sahhd, it was now dominated by nobles
and Brahamans. With reference to this A. L. Bashaites, the old tribal assemblies were
still from time to time referred to, but their pomwgas waning rapidly and by the end of this
period the king’s autocracy was in most cases bmlyed by the power of the Brahmans, the
weight of tradition, and the force of public opinjovhich was always of some influence in
ancient India. However, it did not mean that thegkhad become authoritarian. The king
always attempted to get the cooperation of thesenalslies. In the later period, the council of
Brahamanas also yielded a good influence overitige k

Larger kingdoms

At this stage, it would be interesting to examimav politically some of the old powerful
tribes had lost their importance and some othedsdoaquered new territories and risen to
power. The conquered lands were named after therwaas tribes. In this way Panchala,
Kosala and Magadha were named after the Panchalas,

Kosalas and Magadhas who settled in them. Theataft the new kingdoms were named
sometimes after their kings, like Mithila after Kiit Vaisali and Taksasila after Taksha. The
Ganga was called Bhagirathi after Raja Bhagiraflne expansion in the territorial limits of
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their different empires had also increased the pewé the kings considerably. The states
had expanded both on their territories and powers.

New name instead of tribe

Initially, Aryans used to call a settlement a tritnat later on the region came to be called
Janpada. The word Rashtra was also first useddrp#riod, though just for a region and not
for the entire nation. As the Aryans gradually enged, they began to call India by the name
of Aryavarta.

Many advisors of the king

With the expansion of the kingdoms, the king dmtted his work among his advisors. The
official in-charge of collecting tax and gifts wealled Sangrahi.

Besides the priest, Senapati and Gramini othercciafi who helped the king were the
Dwarpala, Judge and other administrative persons.

Army and warfare

During this period, the king did not maintain anstemg army. In times of need soldiers were
collected from different tribes. The king used itme collectively with the tribals so as to
secure their sympathy and loyalty. During this tirekephants came to be used in addition to
horses and chariots. New weapons like fire-weapor poisonous weapons came to be
used. During the later part of this period the im@ace of a standing army also came to be
recognized and the king started keeping a staratimy.

Kingship

With the emergence of the Varna system in the |ovestic period, the king now belonged to
the Kshatriya class. He always worked to securetpport of ‘Brahmanas’, who constituted
the other powerful Varna and it is because of théson that the king has been mentioned in
Atreya Brahmana as the ‘protector of BrahmanasaliBrananam gopla) and ‘the eater of the
people’ (Vishamallatta).

Atreya Brahmana lists various types of states peewan contemporary India, in various
regions, which were mainly differentiated or idéetl on the basis of the nature of kingship.
These states are as follows:

e Samrajya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘easternt’ pahere, the king was anointed for
‘Overlordship’.

» Bahujya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘southerntpahere, the king was anointed for
‘Paramount rule’.

» Svarajya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘westernt’pahere, the king was anointed for ‘Self
rule’.

» Vairajya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘northerarp where, the king was anointed for
‘Sovereignty’. It was generally considered that kiveg, who was consecrated with ‘Indra’s’
great function’ was ‘Virat', i.e., worthy of Vairgg.

* Rajya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘middle rediavhere the king was anointed for a
‘Kingdom’.

Satapahha Brahmana clearly distinguishes ‘Samoag wvho rules the Samrajya) and Raja
(One who rules the Rajya) from the other typesaits: ‘By offering ‘Rajasuya’ he becomes
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Raja and, by offering ‘Vajapeya’ he becomes SamRgja was generally considered inferior
to Samraj.

Nature of kingship

Satpatha Brahmana says that the office of kingshipnsuited to Brahmanas but Atreya
Brahmana mentions a Brahmana king. We also hawrerfes to Shudra, Ayogava, and
even non-Aryan kings in the Vedic texts. An Ayogavas member of a mixed caste, a
descendent of a Vaisya by a Shudra wife. ‘King Mardvikshita’ has been referred in the
Satapatha Brahmana as an ‘Ayogava’. In Chandogyanidpad, °‘king Janashruti

Pautrayana’ has been referred to as a Shudra.aféiea$ refer to kings of various castes.

Kingship was sometimes hereditary and at otheaimtes was settled through the election of
a popular choice. The Atreya Brahmana prescribesedormulae to secure kingship for up

to three generations. The expression, ‘Dashapumataya’, which occurs in Satapatha

Brahmana indicates kingship for up to ‘ten’ geners. The element of selection was also
not unheard of. The selection was mostly done leyplople, but the choice was mainly
confined to the members of the royal family.

There are in fact some references of persons whoad belong to the royal house becoming
kings as a result of popular choice.

Another important development which took placeéh@ concept of kingship during the later
Vedic times was the association of divinity witletking. This was totally unheard of in the
Rig Vedic age. Perhaps it was the practice of theration ceremonies of the later Vedic
age in which various gods were invoked to impame®f their qualities to the king that gave
an impetus to the development of this notion. Tingk were sometimes even represented as
gods.

The Royal Ladies: The king during the Brahmanaoggewas allowed to have four queens.
They were as follows:

» Mahishi: According to Satapatha Brahmana, Mahigds the chief wife and the first one to
have married the king.

» Parivrikti: She was the neglected or the discardé@ perhaps because she could not
conceive a son.

* Vavata: She was the favourite wife of the king.

» Palagali: She was the daughter of the lowest cofficial. She was condemned as the
Shudra wife. The Atreya Brahmana, however, refershie 100 wives of Raja Harish

Chandra. Many more such examples are also refesreddifferent texts of the later Vedic

period.

Sacrifices of the royal coronation

Now we will shift our attention to one of the mgsbminent features of the kingship during
the later Vedic times, and this was the sacrifick$he royal inauguration. The coronation
ceremony involved a number of rituals which are tiomed in the Samhitas. Those who
aided in the consecration of the king were callBdjakritri’ or ‘Rajakrit’. According to
Satapatha Brahmana, Suta (Minstrel, ChroniclertaedCharioteer) and the Gramani (Head
of the village) were specified for this duty.

The principal sacrifices conducted for the royauguration were ‘Vajapeya’, ‘Rajasuya’,
Punar-abhisheka and Aindra-MahabhiSheka. Let ususssthree sacrifices in some detail.
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The purpose of Vajapeya (the drink of strength) redRajasuya was to become the ruler of
a Samrajya and a Rajya respectively. The purposemducting Punar-abhisheka (Renewed
consecration) was to become eligible for all sarsfsroyal dignity while the Aindra-
Mahabhisheka (closely associated with this was vastedha’ sacrifice) was conducted with
the ambition of becoming an ‘Ekarat’. The detaitsslemony of the Vajapeya sacrifice has
been mentioned in the Satapatha Brahmana. It iedladrace of seventeen chariots in which
the royal sacrifice was allowed to win. After thiise sacrifice, along with his wife, was made
to mount on a pole having a ring and then pay henragthe earth. After the sacrifice
descended from the pole, he was made to sit othtbae on which a goat-skin was spread.
The royal sacrifice was then coroneted by the addo¢ the ‘Adhvaryu priest’. The Rajasuya
Sacrifice was a long sacrifice which started onfitst day of the ‘Phalguna’ and was carried
on for two years.

The whole process has been described in detaihenSatapatha Brahmana. The main
features of this sacrifice were as follows:

0] The Ratninam havimshi: This included giving presetd the Mahishi and other
important officials (called Ratnins).

(i) The Abhishechaniya or the besprinkling ceremony.

(i)  The Digvyasthapana: It was the symbolic walk of kivgy towards various directions
to indicate his universal rule.

(iv)  Treading upon a tiger skin- It was believed thadbyng so the candidate gained the
strength and swiftness of a tiger.

(V) Narration of the story of ‘Sunehshepa’ by the Hatliest.

(vi)  Mimic cow raid against a relative or a dramatizeghtf with a member of the ruling
family.

(vi)  Ceremony of enthronement
(viii) A game of dice in which the king was deliberatelgda to triumph.

One essential feature of the Rajasuya sacrifice tdohisheka’ or the besprinkling
ceremony. It included, inter-alia, offerings to iears deities with water (Abhishechaniya
Apah) from seventeen sources. The two importanegypf Abhishekas were Punar-
Abhisheka and Aindra-MahabhiSheka: PunarAbhisbalsableen explained in some details in
the Aitareya Brahmana. Here the king was made ¢eraksto the ‘asandi’ (Throne) made of
‘Udumbara’ wood with ‘Munja’ grass as the interwavpart. Then the besprinkling was
done. The king then got down from the throne andlenabeisance to the holy power.
‘Janmejaya’ the son of Kuru king ‘Parikshit’ wasnsecrated with ‘punarabhisheka. Aindra-
MahabhiSheka consisted of five ceremonies. Firstheke five ceremonies was the oath
which was administered to the king elected by thesp Then the enthronement (Arohana)
took place. After enthronement came the proclamaldtkroshana). Here, the king was
proclaimed as ‘Vishvasya bhutasya adhipati’ (sagerdord of all beings), Vishamatta
(devourer of the folk) this term alludes to his mowef taxation, Amitranam hanta (Supreme
commander to slay enemies), ‘rohmononomgopala éEtat of Brahmanas) and Dharmasya
gapta (duty bound to preserve the laws and proaidhetter administration to the people).
After the proclamation, the next ceremony was tdresks the formula (Abhimantra) after
which came the last ceremony, the anointment (Algddkana).
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Ashvamedha sacrifice

Ashvamedha sacrifice was a ceremony closely agsdcwmith the AindraMahabhisheka.
Atreya Brahmana says that those kings who perform@adraMahabhisheka were
represented as conquering the world and offerinprse in sacrifice. Both Aitareya and
Satapatha Brahmana give a long list of kings whdopmed it. System of taxation For the
first time in the later Vedic polity we find a rudentary organization of collecting tributes or
taxes. During Rig Vedic times the king receivediBia¢., voluntary offerings made to the
God or a prince, and so he was known as ‘Balilritthe tribute giving prince. This concept
of voluntary tribute receded during the later Vetdimes when a new development took
place. This was the coercive and forcible collectid taxes from the clansmen and this is
indicated by the term Vishamatta'eater of the petssaised in the later texts for the king.
Bhoja, another term used in the later Vedic tertlicates a tribute-enjoying aspect of the
king. These forcible exactions may have startecaliee of ‘the increase in the surplus, an
important result of regular agriculture.

There is no clear indication as to what was the o& taxation during the later Vedic times.
The Satapatha Brahmana says that the ‘Vaishya'e#gcstores the property and the
‘Kshatriya’ asks the former to deliver it whenewbBe Khshatriyas want it. This statement
does indicate the use of coercive methods to peoiciloute.

There is a mention of an official Bhgadugha whdrthsated or disbursed the shares of the
collected tribute among the people. He was assatiatith Pushan, the god of herdsmen,
who got converted into agriculturists afterwards.séems that these shares were given
primarily to the peasants in ceremonial feasts.

Administrative structure

New social developments and increased availahilityhe surplus produce necessitated a
more organized administrative machinery. Theren@syever, no indication of well defined
compartments of administration but a number of @eswho were given the status of
Ratnins and had a number of positive functionseidgom. The Ratnins do not seem to have
performed the duties pertaining to law and ordet jastice rather they were associated with
a rudimentary civil administrative system.

Though a number of later Vedic texts have givemm@hensive lists of Ratnins, but the
most widely accepted one is the one given in thtagadha Brahmana. The list mentions 12
Ratnins each of whose houses was visited by thg diiming the ‘Ratnavimsi’ ceremony of

the Rajasuya sacrifice. The Ratnins according taggaha Brahmana include:

1. Senani - Commander of the army

2. Purohita - Representative of the priestly class
3. Rajanya - Representative of the warrior class
4. Mahishi - The chief queen

5. Suta - Charioteer and wheel maker

6. Gramani - Head of the people living in a village
7. Kshattr - Chamberlain or distributor

8. Samagabhritri - Treasurer (According to K.P. Jayaaand charioteer of an inferior kind
(according to R.S. Sharma).
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9. Bhagadugha - Distributor of shares. (R.S. Shaypiaes that Bhagadugha, because of his
association with Pushan, the god of cattle, mayhmen a distributor of cattle and cereals.)

10. Akshavapa - Literally means, the thrower ofdie®. (According to R.S. Sharma, he may
have been the distributor of land for sowing, whible says, was distributed by the lots
drawn through the throwing of the dice.)

11. Govikartana - Literally means ‘the killer ofettcows’ He may have been the chief
huntsman, and also, the keeper of games and forest.

12. Palagala - Considered as last of the king'iiRat who seems to have functioned as a
messenger. He was, perhaps, a non-Aryan belongiag aboriginal tribe.

It seems, possibly, that these Ratnins constittitednner coterie of the king and had some
specific or general functions to perform. Only tafdhese Ratnins, Senani and Rajanya seem
to have military functions. As we have already peihout, there is no evidence of a well
defined administrative structure and it is not beyaoubt that one official had more than
one function to perform. Gramani, it seems, corthwith the function of guiding a group of
people to the battlefield but he perhaps, also tgokhe function of the general supervision
of the people living in the villages.

Some prominent artisanal functions like, chariakmg, metal working and carpentry were
associated with Suta, Takshanand Rathakara. Thénashave been included in the list of
Ratnins given in the Maitrayani Samhita. A promingmction of the distribution of food,
cattle, booty and land during the last phase ef ldkedic age was perhaps associated with the
officials like Bhagadugha, Kshattr and Akshavapavi&artana was responsible for keeping
the forest areas and the animals therein in goaditon and also for arranging the hunting
expeditions of the king.

Military administration

During most part of the later Vedic age there dugisseem to be an indication of a standing
army, but the inclusion of Senani (the commandefoode). In the list of Ratnins, of the
Satapatha Brahmana which was written during thex tages of the later Vedic period, it is
indicated that by this time the concept of keepingtanding force had come into being.
However, it seems that the army was confined tokthemen at the beginning and later it
started to include the members of Kshatriya Varha were not a part of the royal kin. This
is indicated by the inclusion of ‘Rajanya’ in thst lof Ratnins who seems to have represented
the warrior class in the king’s inner circle ofioféls.

Checlout Progress

6. What were the principal sacrifices conductedfierroyal inauguration?

7. Name the three Vedas that were composed by thand during the later Vedic
Age.
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3.5 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. In ancient times, the rulers engraved impona@ssages for people on rocks, pillars, stone
walls, clay tablets and copper plates. These wgstiare known as inscriptions. The study of
inscriptions is called epigraphy.

2. Copper was the material which was commonly #@igethe writing of inscriptions.

3. The Indigenous literature includes the Vedd® Brahmanas, the Aryankas, the
Upanishads, the Epics (Ramayana and Mahabhar#dtk&rahmashastras, and the Puranas.

4. Some of the chief towns of the Indus Valleyiltaation are as follows:
» Eastern Punjab

» Western Punjab

* Sindhu

* North-Western Border

* Baluchistan

5. The chief occupation of the Indus people wascaljure. Crops such as wheat, barley,
corn and cotton, were cultivated here.

6. The principal sacrifices conducted for the rapaluguration were ‘Vajapeya’, ‘Rajasuya’,
Punar-abhisheka and Aindra-MahabhiSheka.

7. During the later Vedic Age the Aryans compodegl ather three Vedas, i.e., Sam Veda,
Yajur Veda and Atharva Veda.

3.6 SUMMARY

* In archaeology, excavation is the exposure, psiegsand recording of archaeological
remains.

* In ancient times, the rulers engraved importargsages for people on rocks, pillars, stone
walls, clay tablets and copper plates

* In ancient times, the rulers engraved importantgages for people on rocks, pillars, stone
walls, clay tablets and copper plates. These wgstiare known as inscriptions.

» Copper was the material which was commonly useth®writing of inscriptions.

» The ancient monuments like buildings, statuestafiess or metals, terracotta, ornamental
and decorative fragments, pottery, etc., give lag af useful and reliable information.

» The literary source for the reconstruction of antilndian history may be classified as (i)
indigenous literature and (ii) accounts of the igmeravellers.

» The indigenous literature may be divided into anbar of varieties, e.g., religious text,
secular or scientific text, biography, poetic wrgs and regional literature.

 The Indigenous literature includes the Vedas, Brahmanas, the Aryankas, the
Upanishads, the Epics (Ramayana and Mahabhar#tkerahmashastras, and the Puranas.

* The first literary source of the Hindus is the &&mwhich includes four Vedas namely the
Rigveda, the Samveda, the Yajurveda and the Atkada
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» The Indus Valley Civilization’s economy appearshave depended significantly on trade,
which was facilitated by major advances in transpgrbullock-driven carts as well as boats.

* One of the most remarkable features of the Indaltey Civilization was meticulous town
planning. This is especially evident in the cityMdhenjoDaro.

» The religious beliefs of the Indus Valley civiltean had a lot in common with modern
Hinduism.

* The people of the Indus Valley Civilization wer lavers and capable of making beautiful
and attractive idols.

» The Rig Vedic period came to an end in 1000 B& périod from 1080- 600 BC is known
as the later Vedic period.

* As the territorial element gained prominence i plolitical organization of the later Vedic
times, the nature and composition of the SabhaSamaiti underwent a change.

3.7 KEY WORDS

e Samrajya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘easternt’ pahere, the king was anointed for
‘Overlordship’.

» Bahujya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘southerntpwhere, the king was anointed for
‘Paramount rule’.

» Svarajya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘westernt’pahere, the king was anointed for ‘Self
rule’.

* Vairajya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘northerarp where, the king was anointed for
‘Sovereignty’. It was generally considered that kiveg, who was consecrated with ‘Indra’s’
great function’ was ‘Virat’, i.e., worthy of Vairgg.

* Rajya: It was the ruler ship of the ‘middle rediavhere the king was anointed for a
‘Kingdom’.

» Archaeology: Archaeology is the study of humarnvagtthrough the recovery and analysis
of material culture.

* Numismatics: Numismatics is the study or collattad currency, including coins, tokens,
paper money, and related objects.

3.8 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES
Short-Answer Questions

1. Differentiate between primary and secondagydity sources.
2. What are archaeological sources?

3. What was the contribution of coins and inscaps towards the ancient Indian historical
reconstruction?

4. How was the Indus Valley civilization destrofed

5. Write a short note on the settlement pattemd tawn planning of the Indus Valley
Civilization.

Long-Answer Question
1. Discuss the literary sources of history.
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2. Explain the importance of archaeological soufoethe study of ancient Indian history.
3. Describe the position of women in the later \¢quiriod.

4. Discuss the religious belief of people in theet Vedic period.

5. Agriculture was the main means of livelihoodlud later Vedic people. Discuss.
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RISE OF NEW RELIGIOUS AND ASOKA’S CONTRIBUTION
RISE OF BUDDHISM AND JAINISM STRUCTURE

4.0 Introduction

4.1 Objectives

4.2 Jainism

4.3 Buddhism

4.4 Answers to Check Your Progress Questions
4.5 Summary

4.6 Key Words

4.7 Self Assessment Questions and Exercises
4.8 Further Readings

4.0 INTRODUCTION

In the previous unit, you learnt that literary amgthaeological records are the two main
categories that give evidences of ancient Indiatohy. The unit explained the importance of
archaeological sources for the study of ancientamdistory, and discussed the literary
sources of history. The previous unit also desdrittee Indus Valley and later Vedic

Civilization.

In this unit, you will learn about the rise of Blldsm and Jainism. Jainism had left an
indelible impact on the social and cultural devebent of India, the place of its origin. Just
as revolutionary as Jainism, Buddhism also becam&digion that had great impact on the
Indian people, society and culture. This unit widifine the basic principles of Jainism and
Buddhism. This unit will also explain the causespansible for the rise of Jainism and
Buddhism.

4.1 OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
* Define the basic principles of Jainism

* |dentify the main teachings of Buddhism

» Explain the causes responsible for the rise afisiai and Buddhism

4.2 JAINISM

The general belief among the common people is tt@atfounder of Jainism is Mahavira.
However, Jainas believe that their religion is pineduct of teachings of 24 Tirthankaras (a
saviour who has succeeded in crossing over lifissam of rebirths and has made a path for
others to follow). There is no detailed informatiavailable about the first 22 Tirthankaras.
The Jainas hold that their religion is as old as Rig Veda and their first Tirthankara
Rishabha was the father of Bharata, the first V&hekravartin king of India. Rishabha was
followed by 23 Tirthankaras. Very little is knowaut these Tirthankaras except the last
two.

The 23rd Tirthankara was Parsavanath, who wastariecal figure. Parsavanath probably
lived in eight century BC, and probably died 25@ngebefore the death of Mahavira. He was
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a Kshatriya and the son of king Ashavasena of \@mndtor thirty years, he led the life of an
ordinary householder and then became an ascetimddéated for 84 days continuously and
attained the highest knowledge. The next severdysyef his life were spent in spreading the
highest knowledge to the people. His main four @ples were as follows:

1. Non-injury to life 2. Truthfulness
3. Non-stealing 4. Non-possession

Parsava’steachings were not that rigid as thdtiosuccessor, Mahavira. He permitted his
followers to lead a married life and allowed thenwear clothes to cover their body.

Early life of Mahavira

The real founder of Jainism was its 24th Tirthaakdardhamana Mahavira. His childhood
name was Vardhamana. According to one traditiorhadaa was born in Kundagrama about
540 BC. He was the son of Siddhartha, who washlef of a Kshatriya clan called Jnatrikas.
His mother Trishala was the sister of Chetaka, mment Licchavi prince of Vaishali.
Vardhamana was given education in all branchesmofMedge, was married to Yasoda and
had a daughter called Priyadrasana. After the defallis parents, he renounced the worldly
life and became a monk at the age of 30. He leftdiolife with the permission of his elder
brother Nandivardhana and became an ascetic.

Life of Asceticism

For twelve years, Mahavira roamed about as a nakewdk doing all types of penances.
During this period, he fully subdued his senseswds attacked and ridiculed; however, he
never lost his patience, nor indulged in feelinghatred and revenge against his enemies.
Within these twelve years of penance, meditatiah s8vere asceticism, he prepared himself
for the attainment of highest spiritual knowledge.

During this period, he met an ascetic called Gob#khaliputta at Nalanda. For six years,
Makkhaliputta lived with Mahavira practising sevaseeticism after which he separated
himself from Mahavira and set up a new religiouseorcalled Ajivikas.

In the 13th year on the 10th Vaisakh, Mahavirauaeg the ultimate spiritual knowledge
(Kevalya) under a sala tree on the bank of rivgugilika near the village Jrimbikagrama,
whose identification is uncertain. Mahavira now gEssed the four infinites, which were as
follows:

1. Infinite knowledge
2. Infinite power

3. Infinite perception
4. Infinite joy

Thus, he became a ‘Jina’ (a conqueror) or Mahgairgreat hero) at the age of 42 and began
his career as a religious reformer. Since thergrttered upon a new stage of life. He became
a religious teacher and the head of a sect caliegtathas (free from all bonds) or ‘Jains’.

Later he met the king of Magadha, Ajatashatru, iarghid to have converted him. However,
the Buddhists say that the king of Magadha follovBedidhism and not Jainism. Mahavira
did not have many followers because of the rigorfmum of life he recommended to his
followers. He asked his followers to remain nakatj said that the noblest act in the life of a
Jaina was death by starvation. It is known frompidalitra that he spent his time at Champa,
Mithila, Sravasti, Vaishali, etc., and after 30 nge@af preaching, he died at Pawa near
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Rajagriha. We do not know the exact date of passimay of Mahavira. However, Professor
Jacobi and some other eminent historians have gribna his death occurred probably in 468
BC.

Main Jain Sects

Jainism has two main sects: (a) Svetambaras an®iffambaras. There are differences
between the two sects regarding some incidentheflife of Mahavira; the type of food
taken by Jain preachers (munis); and the questlmther women can attain Nirvana or not.
However, the basic difference is on the use ohest Jainism does not concern the followers
or ordinary householders but the preachers. Thachers of Svetambara sect wore white
clothes, while those of Digambara sect practisedptete nudity.

It is not certain as to when and why schism deyeadioin Jainism. Certain scholars maintain
that Parshva did not ask his followers to discdothes but after him, Mahavira insisted on
nudity. Therefore, the differences were there frtme beginning on the teachings of
Mahavira. But a majority of scholars maintain tihé split took place 200 years after
Mahavira’s death. It is said that during the reggrChandragupta Maurya, a terrible famine
broke out in Magadha which continued for twelvergedt that time, the chief of the Jain
community, Bhadrabahu migrated to South India alesify his many followers including
Chandragupta and left Sthulabhadra as the Chigheflains that remained in Magadha.
Sthulabhadra convened a council of Tainas at R#tdpwhen he felt that thesacred -
scriptures of the Jains were in danger of being [Bise council arranged the first 10 Purvas
(Jains’s sacred texts) in 12 Angas and allowed Pgegachers to wear white robes. When the
followers of Bhadrabahu came back from the Soutley tfound the Jains of Magadha
wearing white robes. They protested against it.\lBugn there was no compromise, the Jains
got divided into two aforesaid sects. Afterwardse Digambaras even refused to accept the
12 Angas (out of them, one is lost now) as autkenti

Growth of Jainism

At first, Jainism was more popular than Buddhighring his own life time, Mahavira had

made it popular in Kosala, Magadha, Anga and MithMany kshatriya kings and a few
republican states supported its cause and therelpgdhin its popularity. Afterwards, those
Jains who settled down in different parts of Ingaaticipated in its progress. By the time of
the Gupta Empire, Jain religion had become populddrissa in the east to Gujarat in the
West and also in the South as far as Kalinga andok&y However, in later times it

maintained its strongholds in the provinces of @tjaKathiawar and part of Rajasthan in the
north (where Svetambara sect dominated) and MyaondeHyderabad in the south (where
Digambara sect predominated). Among the ruling dii@a which supported Jainism were
mainly the Ganga and Kadamba dynasties of the smdhamong the important rulers who
supported it were Chandragupta Maurya (who probabbepted Jainism in his later life),

Kharavela of Kahnga and Kumarapala and Siddhafdgufarat.

Check Your Progress
1. Who was the real founder of Jainism?
2. What are the two main sects of Jainism?
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4.3 BUDDHISM

Another great religious reformation movement odttsicentury BC was Buddhism, which
gave the biggest challenge to Brahmanism. Gautanaalia, a contemporary of Mahavira,
was the founder of Buddhism. He was the son of Bodan, the chief of the kshetrya clan of
Shakyas and the raja of Kapilavastu in the Nepal.telis mother was Mahamaya. Gautama
was born in 563 BC.

The Jatakas contain the Buddhist traditions abbetlirth of Buddha. They tell us that
Buddha'’s life did not begin with his birth in theitnbini Garden. On the other hand, Buddha
was the product of an infinitely long evolution dhgh various form of life. Before he
descended into this world, he lived in the Tusgaven. He was then a Bodhisattava and his
name was Sumedha. He was greatly touched by Bu@uankar, the Buddha of the
previous world, and wanted to become like him. kizréfore left Tusita heaven and decided
to be reborn through Mahamaya.

Jatakas tell us that before the birth of Buddhah&taaya had a dream of white elephant with
six tusks entering into her body. The astrologeesewcalled to interpret the dream and they
told Suddhodan that according to this dream, hie would give birth to a very great man, a
prophet or an emperor. In 563 BC, when she wagmew from her father's house to
Kapilavastu, Mahamaya gave birth to Buddha undsala tree in the village of Lumbini.
Later on in 250 BC, Ashoka set up a commemoratillarghere and in the inscription he
stated ‘Here, Buddha was born, the sage of the &akylida Budhe jate sakya muniti)’.
However, unfortunately after seven days, Buddha'sther Mahamaya died and his
stepmother and aunt, Prajapati Gautami, then btoughSiddhartha (It was Buddha’s
childhood name).

From his childhood days, Siddhartha exhibited sigha contemplative frame of mind. The
royal pleasure and amusements failed to attraanimg. He was married at an early age to a
beautiful girl Yasodhara, the daughter of a Shakgale. However, the pleasures of the
palace did not bind him to the worldly life. He ladhappy married life for some time and
even got a son Rahul from his union with his wifefew incidents, which Buddhists call
four great signs, occurred and they exercised tnelmgs influence on the future of Gautama.
One evening, his charioteer Channa drove him incttyeand he came across an old man.
Next, he saw a man suffering from disease; howeveras the sight of a dead man, which
touched the deepest chord of Gautam’s heart. Timthfsign was that of a mendicant, who
had renounced the world and was moving about irckes truth.

Great renunciation

At last, Gautama decided to find out the causdlafudfering and wanted to know the truth.
His hatred towards the world was intensified andréalized the hollowness of worldly
pleasure. After the birth of his son, Rahul, he enag his mind and decided to leave his
palace and his family. One night, accompanied karioteer Channa and his favourite horse
Kanthaka, he left home at the age of 29. This iked¢aviaha-Bhinishkramana or the great
renunciation; thereafter, Gautama became a warglascetic looking for the supreme truth.

Enlightenment

For six continuous years, he lived as a homelssstia and sought instructions from Alara
Kalama. His next teacher was Udraka Ramaputranélis teachers failed to satisfy him. He
spent some time in the caves near Rajagriha, thieataf Magadh. From Rajagriha, he went
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to the forest of Uruvela and spent a few yearseiftraortification. He then meditated with
five ascetics named Kondana, Vappa, Bhadiya, Maharend Assagi.

Gautama practised continuous fasting until he vwemkiced to a mere skeleton. He then
realized that mere suffering and sacrifice could lead to truth. He thought that he had
wasted six years. The five disciples also left hione. At last one day he sat under a Pipal
tree (Asvattha) on the banks of River Niranjana (ttodern Phalgu) at Gaya and took a vow,
‘I will not leave this place till | attain the pea®f mind, which | have been trying for all
these years.” Finally, Gautama attained supremevlatge and insight. He found out the
truth and the means of salvation from human suffgri He got the highest knowledge or
bodhi. Gautma thus became the Buddha, ‘the enhgldt@ne’ or Tathagata.

The turning of the wheel of law

After attaining supreme knowledge, Buddha decideidpart the knowledge to the common
people. From Gaya he went to Saranath near Baaarthke gave his first sermon to his five
disciples in the deer park. These five disciplesewance his comrades when he was doing
penance and fasting. They hated Buddha becausadchkefh the path of suffering. They are
known as the five elders. This first sermon by wihite started converting people to his faith
is known as turning of the wheel of law or ‘dharefaakra Pravartana’, which formed the
nucleus of all Buddhist teachings.

For the next 45 years, he preached his gospelnssbsage of salvation to the common
people. He visited different parts of the counsgoke to the people in their local languages
and illustrated his teachings. He made large camwmes at Rajgriha, the capital of Magadha.
He also converted his father, his son and othativels at Kapilavastu. Kings like Prasenjit

of Koshala, Bimbisara and Ajatashatru of Magadhzab® his followers. He died in 483 BC

at Kushinagar in the district of Gorakhpur at thge aof 80. Thus, Buddha attained

Parinirvana. After his death, his remains wered#di into eight parts and distributed among
his followers who were spread in different partshed country. Stupas or mounds were built
on these remains to preserve them.

Social Background or Causes of Origin of Buddhism

In post-Vedic times, Indian society was clearlyidied into four varnas: Brahmins,
Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras. Each Varna wagressiwell defined functions, although it
was emphasized that varna was based on birth &tih higher varnas were given some
privileges. The Brahmins, who were given the fumtsi of priests and teachers, claimed the
highest status in society. They demanded severaleges, including those of receiving gifts
and exemption from taxation and punishment. In plst-Vedic texts, we have several
instances of such privileges enjoyed by them. Tkedtriyas ranked second in the varna
hierarchy. They fought and governed and lived antétxes collected from the peasants. The
Vaishyas were engaged in agriculture, cattle-rgaaimd trade. They appear as principal tax
payers. However, along with the two higher varnas, Brahmins and Kshatriyas), they were
placed in the category of dvija (the twice born)dWja was entitled to wear the sacred thread
(janehu) and study the Vedas from which the Sudiare kept out. The Sudras were meant
for serving the three higher varnas and along wiém, women were also barred from taking
up Vedic studies. They appeared as domestic slagesultural slaves, craftsmen and hired
labourers in Post-Vedic times. They were callecelcrgreedy and thieving in habits and
some of them were treated as untouchables. In, lmiéhdian societywe can say that before
Buddhism, there were very wrong social notions seidup. The higher the varna, the more
severe was the punishment prescribed for him. [dédyuithe varna-divided society seemed to
have generated tensions. We have no source tofinthe reactions of the Vaishyas and the
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Sudras. The Kshatriya who acted as rulers, howegagted strongly against the ritualistic
domination of the Brahmins, and seemed to have lkithd of protest movement against the
importance attached to birth in the varna systermne Kshatriya reaction against the
dominations of the priestly class called Brahmif®wlaimed various privileges was one of
the causes of the origin of Buddhism. Gautama Baddho founded Buddhism belonged to
the Kshatriya clan. He disputed the authority ef Brahmins.

Teachings of Buddha and Indian Society Gautama Baidiook his message far and wide. He
kept on wandering, preaching and meditating cootisty for 40 years, resting only in the
rainy season every year. During this long peri@ehcountered many staunch supporters of
rival sects including the Brahmins, but defeatezhthn debates. His missionary activities did
not discriminate between the rich and the poor,high and the low and men and women.
The Buddha proved to be a practical reformer wiuk taote of the realities of the day. He
did not involve himself in fruitless controversiesgarding the soul (atman) and Brahma
which raged strongly in his time. Buddha laid doancode of social conduct for his
followers. The main items in this social conductevas follows:

0] Do not covet the property of others

(i) Do not commit violence

(i) Do not use intoxicants

(iv) Do not tell a lie

(v) Do not indulge in corrupt practices

These teachings are common to the social conddatragd by almost all the religions.

Check Your Progress

3. Who was the founder of Buddhism?

4. What was the cause of the origin of Buddhism?

4.4 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. The real founder of Jainism was its 24th Tirtean, Vardhamana Mahavira. His
childhood name was Vardhamana.

2. The two main sects of Jainism are Svetambam®aambaras.
3. Gautama Buddha, a contemporary of Mahavira,th@$ounder of Buddhism.

4. The Kshatriya reaction against the dominatidnthe priestly class called Brahmins who
claimed various privileges was one of the causelebrigin of Buddhism.

4.5 SUMMARY

* The real founder of Jainism was its 24th Tirthaak®& ardhamana Mahavira. His childhood
name was Vardhamana.
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» According to one tradition, Mahavira was born inrilagrama about 540 BC. He was the
son of Siddhartha, who was the chief of a Kshatclga called Jnatrikas.

» For twelve years, Mahavira roamed about as a nakatk doing all types of penances.
During this period, he fully subdued his senses.

* In the 13th year on the 10th Vaisakh, Mahavirauaeq the ultimate spiritual knowledge
(Kevalya) under a sala tree on the bank of rivgugilika near the village Jrimbikagrama,
whose identification is uncertain.

* Jainism has two main sects: (a) Svetambaras aridigambaras.

* At first, Jainism was more popular than Buddhifuring his own life time, Mahavira had
made it popular in Kosala, Magadha, Anga and Mithil

* Another great religious reformation movement ottsicentury BC was Buddhism, which
gave the biggest challenge to Brahmanism. GautanaaliBa, a contemporary of Mahavira,
was the founder of Buddhism.

* The Jatakas contain the Buddhist traditions atb@ubirth of Buddha.

» Gautama practised continuous fasting until he wealsiced to a mere skeleton. He then
realized that mere suffering and sacrifice coultllead to truth.

* Finally, Gautama attained supreme knowledge asighih He found out the truth and the
means of salvation from human sufferings. He gethighest knowledge or bodhi.

» After attaining supreme knowledge, Buddha decitedmpart the knowledge to the
common people.

* For the next 45 years, he preached his gospelnrassage of salvation to the common
people.

» Gautama Buddha took his message far and wide.dpe dn wandering, preaching and
meditating continuously for 40 years, resting anlyhe rainy season every year.

» The Buddha proved to be a practical reformer vawuk inote of the realities of the day. He
did not involve himself in fruitless controversiesgarding the soul (atman) and Brahma
which raged strongly in his time.

4.6 KEY WORDS

* Asceticism: Asceticism is a lifestyle characterized by abstoee from sensual pleasures,
often for the purpose of pursuing spiritual goals.

¢ Jainism: Jainism is a non-theistic religion founded in mdh the 6th century BC by the
Jina Vardhamana Mahavira as a reaction againge#uohings of orthodox Brahmanism, and
still practised there. The Jain religion teachesas@n by perfection through successive
lives, and non-injury to living creatures, and aged for its ascetics.

*Buddhism: Buddhism is a widespread Asian religion or phifgsg founded by Siddartha
Gautama in NE India in the 5th century BC.

4.7 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES
Short-Answer Questions
1. Differentiate between Svetambaras and Digambaras
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2. What are the basic principles of Jainism?

3. What are the main teachings of Buddhism?
Long-Answer Question

1. Discuss the main beliefs of Jainism.

2. Explain the causes responsible for the risaimiism.

3. Describe the three main beliefs of Buddhism.
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5.0 INTRODUCTION

In the previous unit, you learnt about the basiogyples of Jainism and Buddhism. In this
unit, you will deal with the doctrine of Jainismoaf with Buddhism. Jainism had left an
indelible impact on the social and cultural devetent of India, the place of its origin. Just
as revolutionary as Jainism, Buddhism also becam&igion that had great impact on the
Indian people, society and culture. Buddha realtbedruth by following a life of purity and
discipline and asked his followers to follow thergapath. His teachings were simple and he
explained them in simple ordinary man’s languagesitating them with common tales. He
never tried to establish a new religion, but hepptnded a new way of life free from dogmas
and rituals. This unit will also discuss about great king Ashoka. He has an unmatched
place in the history of ancient India. He is nolydiamous for the vastness of his empire, but
also for his personal character, aims and ideadgswils an able ruler and an ideal human
being. Not every age and every country can givehkim such a king. Ashoka cannot be
compared even today with any other ruler from tiséohy of the world.

5.1 OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to

* Describe the causes of rise of Jainism

» Mention the principal reason for the rapid spreéBuddhism

* List the factors responsible for the decline ofiBism and Jainism
* Discuss about the great king Ashoka

» Define the concept of ‘Dhamma’
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5.2 DOCTRINE OF JAINISM

The religious texts written in Pali language d¢ mexognize Mahavira as the originator of a
new religion, but as a reformer. Mahavira accepteast of the religious doctrines of
Parsavanath though he made some alterations artibagddParsavanath emphasized self-
control and penance and advised his followers sente the following four principles:

1. Satya (truth)

2. Ahimsa (non-violence)

3. Aparigraha (non-possession of property)

4. Astheya (not to receive anything, which is meefy given)

To these Mahavira added one more, i.e., brahmaah@slibacy). The Jain philosophy
shows a close affinity to Hindu Samkhya DarshameS@mkhya philosophy). They ignored
the idea of God, accepted that the world is fullsofrows and believed in the theories of
Karma (action) and transmigration of souls. Accogdito Mahavira, salvation can be
achieved by freeing the soul from earthly bondddes can be achieved by means of right
faith, right knowledge and right action. These ealed Ratnatreya or three jewels of Jain
religion.

Mahavira advocated a dualistic philosophy, accagrdim which man has two-fold nature,
earthly and spiritual or Ajiva (matter) and Jivayh. While Ajiva is destructible, Jiva is
indestructible and salvation is possible throughghogress of Jiva.

Jain philosophy states that if one desires toraftiitivana or salvation, it is necessary for him
to destroy Karma. One can do so gradually by awmgidivil Karmas. For this, one must
observe the five principles, namely:

1. Satya

2. Ahimsa

3. Aprigraha

4. Astheya

5. Brahmacharya

Through this process, one could attain final litieraof the soul.
Mahavira rejected the existence of god and authdy of Vedas

Mahavira did not believe in the supreme creatoiGod. He believed that no deity has
created, maintains or destroys the world; howavéunctions only accordingto universal law
of development and decay. He advocated a holy atldode, rigorous asceticism, and
extreme penance for the attainment of highesttsplrstate. He regarded the highest state of
the soul as God. He believed man is the architieits own destiny and could attain salvation
by leading a life of purity, virtue and renunciatio

He also rejected the infallibility of the Vedas awothjected to the Vedic rituals and
Brahminical supremacy. He denounced the castersyste

Principle of non-injury
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The Jain philosophy believes that not only man aninals, but plants also possess souls
(Jiva) endowed with various degree of consciousriesss believe that the plants possess life
and feel pain and thus lay great emphasis on tb&ide of Ahimsa or non-injury to any kind
of living beings. The vow of non-violence (Ahimsajas practiced to the point of
irrationality. Even an unconscious killing of arsa@tt while walking was against Jain morals.
The Jains would not drink water without strainindor fear of killing an insect. They also
wore muslin mask over the mouth to save any lidatfhg in the air. They had forbidden not
only the practice of war, but also of agricultuae,both involve the killing of living beings.

Commenting on this extreme form of non-injury, eemit historian V. Smith said, ‘The
strange doctrine affirming the existence of Jivasobjects commonly called inanimate
extends the Jain idea of Ahimsa far beyond the fnaical and Buddhist notions.’

Jain sects

The main sects of Jainism are Svetambaras and D@yas The Svetambaras wear white
robes, whereas the Digambaras use no clothes. vidtarSbaras are the followers of the 23rd
Tirthankara Parsavanath, while the Digambaras atewers of the 24th Tirthankara
Mahavira.

Religious texts

Original texts of Jains were called Purvas and vidréen number. In the third century BC, a
Jain council was held at Pataliputra and arranpedet Purvas in 12 parts, and named them
Angas. The last Anga was lost and a Jain coundd aeBalabhi in the fifth century AD
rearranged the remaining 11 Angas. These books wugten in Prakrit language. However,
the Digambara sect of Jainism did not recognizeAhgas and constituted its own sacred
texts.

5.2.1 Rise, Spread and Decline of Jainism

There were several causes, which led to the sigead and decline of Jainism. The main
ones are as follows:

Causes of rise of Jainism

During the time of Mahavira, there arose a diseonamongst the common people
against the traditional Vedic religion, as a numileweaknesses and shortcomingshad crept
in the latter. The Vedic religion or Hinduism hadcbme quite ritualistic and the caste
system had become predominant. Therefore, the pawgle disgusted and started working
hard to save the society and culture from thesés.edit that time, Jainism came as an
alternative to the Vedic religion. It tried to cle#he society and religion by introducing a
number of reforms. Therefore, common people shantedest in adopting its principles.

Secondly, it has also proved to be closer to tbeerpopular religion Hinduism and with the
passage of time, the Jains also adored Jain Tk#nas in temples and by the middle ages,
their worship was very near to the Hindus with offg of flowers, incense, lamps, etc. Thus,
Jainism proved more accommodating to Hinduism addhot offer any serious hostility.

Thirdly, Jainism possesses a tolerant spirit ofoagnodation with other religions, which
helped in its progress and was responsible forrige. Apart from it, the charismatic
personality of Mahavira, simple philosophy of thedigion, acceptance of common spoken
language of that time as the medium of propagagioth patronization of influential rulers
were the major factors responsible for the ris@amhism.

60



History of India upto 647 A.D

Spread of Jainism

Like Buddhism, Jainism never spread all over Iratibeyond its boundaries, yet it became a
popular religion at that time, and still existsnrany parts of the country. During the life time

of Mahavira, it spread in Magadha, Vaisali anchiggrby areas, but later, the chief activity of
Jainism was shifted to Gujarat, Malwa, Rajputand Karnataka where they are still an

influential Jain community. The members of this coumity have also played an important

role in the early literary development of Southignd

Causes of the decline of Jainism

Various factors were responsible for the dramdgcline of Jainism in India. After the
demise of Mahavira, Gautama Buddha emerged asa goeio-religious reformer of that
period. The teachings of Buddha were simpler angplgefriendly. Therefore, Buddhism
posed a great challenge for the existence of Jainis

Secondly, Jainism was divided into two sects, iSxetambaras and Digambaras, which
weakened the religion from its core.

Thirdly, the most important cause of its declinesvthe great revival of Hinduism. Under the
Guptas, Cholas, Chalukyas and Rajput kings, Himdwgst the much needed attention and
patronization of the ruling class. Reforms cameélinduism and it became the most popular
religion in India. That was the main reason duewntuch Jainism was confined to some
pockets of India.

Apart from it, the absence of popular religiouggmhers after the demise of Mahavira,
absence of protection by the later rulers and d&sd hprinciples led to the decline of
Jainism.Jainism could not occupy the position @han religion in India or outside India.

However, it has contributed enormously in the fi@fl art, architecture, literature and
philosophy and has made valuable contributionsédndian culture.

Check Your Progress
1. What is the Jain philosophy?
2. State the five principles, according to the Jain philosophy.

5.4 ASHOKA

Ashoka was a great king not only in the historynafia, but also across the whole world. We
possess a lot of information about him from hisciitions and the Buddhist literature.
According to the Buddhist tradition, Bindusara fsaxteen wives and 101 sons. Sumana or
Susima was the eldest son, Ashoka the second ahgalthe youngest son. In the northern
tradition, the name of Ashoka’s mother is mentiomsdSubhadrangi, but in the southern
tradition she is named Dharma. When Ashoka was eigliteen, he was appointed by his
father the Viceroy of Rashtra with its capital gjayini. It was there that Ashoka married
Mahadevi and his son Mahendra and daughter Sanghangre born.

There was a rebellion in Taxila and Ashoka was gestippress the same. There was another
rebellion at Taxila which its Viceroy Susima failéd suppress. It is stated that when
Bindusara died Ashoka captured the throne with hiep of the Ministers headed by
Khallataka or Radhagupta. That led to a war of ession between Ashoka and Susima.
Yuvaraja Susima, was helped by his other 98 bretlexcept Tishya. The story is that
Ashoka killed all his 99 brothers and waded throbiiod to the throne and thereby got the
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notorious title of ChandAshoka. There are manyiesogiving details of the cruelty of
Ashoka before he ultimately ascended the throne.

While it is conceded that there might have beeftruggle for power, it is not admitted that
Ashoka was responsible for the murder of all ofdristhers except Tishya. Dr. Smith regards
the story of the slaughter of his brothers as shimgtabsurd and false. He points out that
even the inscriptions of Ashoka prove that his lecd and sisters were alive in the 17th and
18th years of his reign and their households weeeobject of his anxious care. It is pointed
out that the fifth rock edict refers to the famglgtablishments of his brothers as existing. This
does not necessarily mean that his brothers were alve. However, there is nothing to
show that his brothers were dead.

It is difficult to settle the controversy regarditige first four years of the reign of Ashoka.
However, it is certain that Ashoka was consecrafesl four years after his accession to the
throne.

Ashoka took up the title of Devanampiya Piyadasiher beloved of the gods and was of an
amiable nature. The name Ashoka is found in liteeatind also in the Makti Edict of Ashoka
and the Junagadh inscription of Rudradaman |I. TdreenDharm Ashoka is found on the
Sarnath inscription of Kumaradevi. Not much is kmoabout the early years of the reign of
Ashoka. His personal reminiscences shows that ved lithe life of his predecessors,
consuming food freely, enjoying the pleasures, amtouraging festive assemblies
accompanied by dancing and drinking. During histfithirteen years, he carried on the
traditional policy of expansion within India and im@ined friendly relations with foreign
powers. He was aggressive at home, but a pacifisiad. He exchanged embassies with the
foreign countries. He employed Yavana official®likushaspa.

5.4.1 The Edicts of King Ashoka

King Ashoka, the third monarch of the Indian Maamydynasty, has come to be regarded as
one of the most exemplary rulers in world histofjae British historian H.G. Wells has
written: ‘Amidst the tens of thousands of namesnainarchs that crowd the columns of
history ... the name of Ashoka shines, and shitresst alone, a star.” Although Buddhist
literature preserved the legend of this ruler — skary of a cruel and ruthless king who
converted to Buddhism and thereafter establisheeigm of virtue — definitive historical
records of his reign were lacking. Then in the teeath century there came to light a large
number of edicts, in India, Nepal, Pakistan andhafgstan. These edicts, inscribed on rocks
and pillars, proclaim Ashoka’'s reforms and policiasd promulgate his advice to his
subjects. The present rendering of these edicsgdoan earlier translations, offers us insights
into a powerful and capable ruler's attempt to ldgth an empire on the foundation of
righteousness, a reign which makes the moral amidusth welfare of his subjects its primary
concern. The Australian Ven. S. Dhammika, the ctenaif the present work, is the spiritual
director of the Buddha Dhamma Mandala Society ng&pore.

The extent of the Ashoka’s empire

Ashoka himself has given quite an explicit listloé places which were under his rule. These
include Magadha, Pataliputra, Barabar hills, Kaoghia Lumbinigama, Kalinga, Atavi (the
forest tract of mid India), Suvarnagiri, Isila, &ijpi and Taxila. Even beyond Taxila,
Ashoka’s kingdom included the areas around Shalathzgand Mansehra, which were
adjacent to the eastern boundaries of the realmofyako Yonaraja (Antrochos Il Theos of
Syria). Exact location of this Yona country has no®en confirmed as Arachosia.
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Apart from this, the north-west frontier of Ashok&Empire also included Kamboja, which
corresponds to Rajapur or Rajaur near punch in idastand also Gandhara, territory now
west of Indus with its capital Pushkaravati. Thelusion of Kashmirin the dominions of
Ashoka has been confirmed both by Hiuen-Tsang #swl lay Kalhana in his Rajtarangini.
Kalhan mentions a number of stupas and viharas byishoka.

Apart from this, we have a clear proof that Gaitgay i.e., the area of Bengal was under
Ashoka, but Kamarupa was out of his dominions.dutls India, the areas up to the river
Pennar near Nellore formed the frontier of Ashokarggydom. There is a mention of some
Tamil kingdoms beyond this, which are explicitlydaglssed as the neighbouring states.

Early life

Though Ashoka is known as the greatest king ofdndistorians learned about him only in
the nineteenth century. In 1837, a British schalamed James Prinsep deciphered the
inscriptions on the pillars and rocks that are tbim many parts of India. It was in Brahmi
script. From these inscriptions, it was concludéat t Ashoka and the ruler named
Devanampiya Priyadarsi were one and the same peksanscription discovered by Prinsep
in 1915 used the name Ashoka along with the otheren These inscriptions gave historians
valuable information about Ashoka’s rule and théeek and condition of his empire. The
land he ruled stretched from the Himalayas in Nepal Kashmir to Mysore in the south,
from Afghanistan in the northwest to the banksh& River Brahmaputra in the east. In the
west his territory covered Saurashtra and Junad¢falmga was one of the kingdoms, which
remained unconquered and hostile when Ashoka sdedde the throne. It was important to
Ashoka from a geographical point of view, since iitigte to south India both by land and by
sea passed through it. It would also bring addedparity to the Mauryan Empire. It was for
these reasons that Ashoka attacked Kalinga.

Battle of Kalinga

Kalinga was a prosperous little kingdom lying betwehe river Godavari and Mahanadi,
close to the Bay of Bengal. It had an infantry 6{®0 men, 10,000 horsemen and 600
elephants. Ashoka wanted to capture this fertibel J@and so had it surrounded. A fierce battle
followed in which an enormous amount of life andperty was lost. Kalinga surrendered
and, for the first time in the Indian history, alshéhe whole sub continent except the extreme
south was under a single ruler. However, this éatflected the king deeply.

In the midst of the battlefield, Ashoka stood witle wounded, crippled and the dead all
around him. The sight of the terrible carnage arel miseries of war filled Ashoka with
remorse. He vowed never to make war again. Thedmans (Bherighosh) were silenced
forever and henceforth were heard only the revatlmrs of the Dhammaghosh (the call to
non-violence and universal peace).

5.4.2 Ashoka’s Dhamma

The word ‘dhamma’ was derived from the Sanskritdv@harma.” Ashoka followed the
principles of Buddhism—that of truth, charity, kimeks, purity and goodness. He wanted his
people to lead pure and virtuous lives, irrespectif/their religion or culture. He considered
all subjects his children. He explained his ideasis edicts by engraving his principles on
pillars throughout his kingdom. The edicts weretten in Prakrit, which was the language of
the common people, so that they could understaddaiow them. Some of the edicts such
as those in Afghanistan were composed in Greekhirsame reason. The purpose of the
edicts was to inform the people of Ashoka’s reforamsl to encourage them to be more
generous, kind and moral. He strictly prohibitednaal slaughtering in the kingdom and

63



History of India upto 647 A.D

asked people to be respectful of each other. Pesipdelld respect nature, their parents,
everything living as well as non-living. Brahminsosild be treated with respect and servants
should be treated as equals. Donating alms to tloee and the needy was practiced and
advised by the state. He preached harmony and peacadvised people to get rid of anger,
jealousy, cruelty and arrogance. According to Raniihapar, an Indian historian whose

principal area of study is ancient India, ‘Dhammasva way of life which was based on the

social and moral responsibilities.’

Ashoka was an able administrator, an intelligamthén being and a devout Buddhist. He
attempted to spread this religion to Syria, Egypt aMacedonia,and also sent his son
Mahendra and daughter Sanghamitra to Sri Lanka.BLigglhist Sangha of the time decided
to send missionaries to many places, like modeyrBdema and Sri Lanka.

5.4.3 The Foreign Policy after Kalinga

After Kalinga, Ashoka renounced the path of warfamed this is amply evident by the fact
that he made no attempt to annex his neighbourmgntdes namely, Chola, Pandya,
Satiyaputra, Kerelaputra, Ceylon and the realmmtipako Yonaraja, who is identified with
Antiochos Il Theos, king of Syria and western Adiae concept of Digvijaya was replaced
by the concept of Dhammavijaya.

Dhamma of Ashoka brought him in contact with thelléhistic powers. Ashoka looked
towards these countries for the expansion of Dhatfmmaigh Dhammavijaya. He says, ‘My
neighbours too, should learn this lesson.” The téxhe Rock Edict Xl says, ‘Conquest of
the Law of Piety... has been won by his sacred 8tgaje.among all his neighbours as far as
six hundred leagues, where the king of Greeks nafrgobchos dwells, and beyond (the
realm) of that Antiochos (where dwell) the four dgn severally Ptolemy (Turamayo),
Antigonus (Amekina), Magas (Maga), and Alexandelikgsudara) (like wise) in the south
(micha), the Cholas and the Pandyas as far as Tmanba ... Even where the duties of his
sacred Majesty do not penetrate, those peoplar®bearing his sacred Majesty’s ordinance
based upon the Law of Piety and his instructiothelaw, practice and will practice the law.’

Due to such serious efforts undertaken by AshokaldBism did make a progression in the
region around west Asia. Ceylonese chronicles @ention that envoys were sent to Ceylon
and Suvarnabhumi (lower Burma and Sumatra). Maleemkrhaps the younger brother or
son of Ashoka along with his sister Sangamitra,twerCeylon and successfully secured the
conversion of Devanampiya Tissa and many more peopl

The last major recorded event in the life of Ashak the issuance of seven Pillar Edicts in
around 242 BC. The council of Pataliputra may l@eedll around 240 BC. The main purpose
of the council was to stop heresy, and superviddigation of special edicts to stop the
schisms in the sangha. Some sources tell us thatgdhis old age, Ashoka wasted huge
resources of the empire to give charity to the nscerkd the Sanghas. Some others tell us that
he abdicated to pursue devotion, but it is notatmsrated through evidence.

Though the exact knowledge as to where and howlié@ is not available, but he died
sometime around 232 BC after a reign of almosyfgears. A Tibetan source tells us that he
left for his heavenly abode at Taxila.

The Junagadh rock contains inscriptions by Ashdkarieen of the Edicts of Ashoka),
Rudradaman | and Skandagupta.

Ashoka ruled for an estimated forty years. Aftes teath, the Mauryan dynasty lasted just
fifty more years. Ashoka had many wives and chiigigutmany of their names are lost to
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time. Mahindra and Sanghamitra were twins borniby2hd wife, Devi, in the city of Ujjain.
He had entrusted to them the job of making hiegtligion, Buddhism, more popular across
the known and the unknown world. Mahindra and Sangtra went to Sri Lanka and
converted the King, the Queen and their people woldBism. They were naturally not
handling state affairs after him.

In his old age, he seems to have come under tleafphis youngest wife Tishyaraksha. It is

said that she had got his son Kunala, the regehakshashila, blinded by a wily stratagem.
The official executioners spared Kunala and he fmeca wandering singer accompanied by
his favourite wife Kanchanmala. In Pataliputra, dlsh hears Kunala’'s song, and realizes
that Kunala’s misfortune may have been a punishnfi@nsome past sin of the emperor

himself and condemns Tishyaraksha to death, restdfunala to the court. Kunala was

succeeded by his son, Samprati, but his rule didasblong after Ashoka’s death.

The reign of Ashoka could easily have disappeantal history as the ages passed by, and
would have had not left behind a record of hislgridyhe testimony of this wise king was
discovered in the form of magnificently sculptetlgrs and boulders with a variety of actions
and teachings he wished to be published etchedome.sWhat Ashoka left behind was the
first written language in India since the ancieity ©f Harappa. The language used for
inscription was the then current spoken form cafeakrit.

In the year 185 BC, about fifty years after Ashakdéath, the last Maurya ruler, Brhadrata,
was assassinated by the commander-in-chief of tlaeirj)an armed forces, Pusyamitra
Sunga, while he was taking the Guard of Honouri®fdrces. Pusyamitra Sunga founded the
Sunga dynasty (185 BC-78 BC) and ruled just a feaged part of the Mauryan Empire.
Many of the north-western territories of the Mauryampire (modern-day Iran, Afghanistan
and Pakistan) became the Indo-Greek Kingdom.

In 1992, Ashoka was ranked 53 on Michael H. Hdrstsof the most influential figures in

history. In 2001, a semi-fictionalized portrayal A&$hoka’s life was produced as a motion
picture under the title Ashoka. King Ashoka, th&dhmonarch of the Indian Mauryan

dynasty, has come to be regarded as one of theaxestplary rulers in world history.

Buddhist Kingship

One of the more enduring legacies of Ashoka Mawrga the model that he provided for the
relationship between Buddhism and the state. THrougTheravada Southeastern Asia, the
model of rulership embodied by Ashoka replaced ibgon of divine kingship that had
previously dominated (in the Angkor kingdom, fostance). Under this model of ‘Buddhist
kingship’, the king sought to legitimize his ruletrthrough descent from a divine source, but
by supporting and earning the approval of the Bistdsangha. Following Ashoka’s
example, kings established monasteries, fundeddhstruction of stupas, and supported the
Progress and Decline NOTES Self-Instructional MateB3 ordination of monks in their
kingdom. Many rulers also took an active role isalging disputes over the status and
regulation of the sangha, as Ashoka had in calbngonclave to settle a number of
contentious issues during his reign. This develaogra#imately lead to a close association in
many Southeast Asian countries between the monaadialy the religious hierarchy, an
association that can still be seen today in thiee-stapported Buddhism of Thailand and the
traditional role of the Thai king as both a religgoand secular leader. Ashoka also said that
all his courtiers were true to their self and goeer the people in a moral manner.
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Ashoka Chakra

The Ashoka Chakra (the wheel of Ashoka) is a dmpwicof the Dharmachakra or

Dhammachakka in Pali, the Wheel of Dharma (SansKtiakra means wheel). The wheel
has 24 spokes. The Ashoka Chakra has been widsdyildled on many relics of the Mauryan
Emperor, most prominent among which is the Lioni@&pf Sarnath and the Ashoka Pillar.
The most visible use of the Ashoka Chakra todagt ithe centre of the National flag of the
Republic of India (adopted on 22 July 1947), whiere rendered in a Navy-blue colour on a
white background, by replacing the symbol of Charl{Spinning wheel) of the pre-

independence versions of the flag. Ashoka Chakraalso be seen on the base of Lion
Capital of Ashoka which has been adopted as theiNdtEmblem of India.

The Ashoka chakra was built by Ashoka during higrmeChakra is a Sanskrit word which
also means cycle or self repeating process. Theepsat signifies is the cycle of time as how
the world changes with time.

A few days before India became independent on 8ud947, the specially constituted
Constituent Assembly decided that the flag of Inaiast be acceptable to all parties and
communities. A flag with three colours, saffron,it@hand green with the Ashoka Chakra
was selected.

Check Your Progress

6. What do you understand by the term ‘Dhamma’?
7. What was the language used for inscription biyoka?
8. What is the Ashoka Chakra?

5.5 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS QUESTIONS

1. The Jain philosophy shows a close affinity toxddi Samkhya Darshana (or Samkhya
philosophy). They ignored the idea of God, accepked the world is full of sorrows and
believed in the theories of Karma (action) andgraigration of souls.

2. According to the Jain philosophy there are fiviaciples. They are as follows:
» Satya

* Ahimsa

» Aprigraha

* Astheya

» Brahmacharya

3. According to the eight-fold path, the first steghe proper vision leading to the realization
that the world is full of sorrow, the basis of liesorrow and sorrow can end by controlling
desires.

4. The key feature of the universal law of dharsmé&s a man acts so shall he be’, i.e., man
gets the reward of its own action.

5. The two sects of Buddhism are Hinayana and Mafeay
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6. The word ‘dhamma’ was derived from the Sanskotd ‘dharma. According to Romila
Thapar, an Indian historian whose principal areatatly is ancient India, ‘Dhamma was a
way of life which was based on the social and masponsibilities.’

7. The language used for inscription was the thereat spoken form called Prakrit. 8. The
Ashoka Chakra (the wheel of Ashoka) is a depictibthe Dharmachakra or Dhammachakka
in Pali, the Wheel of Dharma (Sanskrit: Chakra nseaheel).

5.6 SUMMARY

* The religious texts written in Pali language do meognize Mahavira as the originator of a
new religion, but as a reformer.

* Mahavira accepted most of the religious doctrioe®arsavanath though he made some
alterations and additions.

» The Jain philosophy believes that not only man amidhals, but plants also possess souls
(Jiva) endowed with various degree of consciousness

» During the time of Mahavira, there arose a diseohamongst the common people against
the traditional Vedic religion, as a number of weadses and shortcomings had crept in the
latter.

* Like Buddhism, Jainism never spread all over Iradibeyond its boundaries, yet it became
a popular religion at that time, and still existgnany parts of the country.

» Various factors were responsible for the dramdgcline of Jainism in India. After the
demise of Mahavira, Gautama Buddha emerged asa goeioreligious reformer of that
period.

» The teachings of Buddha were simpler and peojaadty.

» Buddha pointed out various paths by which onecaiiiain Nirvana or salvation from the
cycle of birth and death.

» Buddha prescribed the noble eight-fold paths @ight spokes of the wheel of law
symbolize the eight-fold path) or the ‘Astangamargaiich every Buddhist is to follow in
order to get deliverance from sufferings.

* One of the cardinal believes of Buddha was Ahint$a.held that violence and cruelty
against animate beings was a sin.

» Buddhist religious texts were written in Pali sav@ collectively known as Tripitika (three
baskets). The first part is Vinayapitaka, whichslapwn rules for the guidance of the monks
and the general management of the Buddhist plas@ship.

o After the demise of Buddha, Buddhism was sharpiyddd into two sects, namely
Hinayana and Mahayana.

» Buddhism started as a protest movement againsbin@lex system of Hinduism.

» Ashoka was a great king not only in the historyirafia, but also across the whole world.
We possess a lot of information about him fromihgsriptions and the Buddhist literature.

» King Ashoka, the third monarch of the Indian Maamydynasty, has come to be regarded as
one of the most exemplary rulers in world history.
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» Though Ashoka is known as the greatest king oialntistorians learned about him only in
the nineteenth century.

* The word ‘dhamma’ was derived from the Sanskritdvalharma.” Ashoka followed the
principles of Buddhism—that of truth, charity, kimeks, purity and goodness.

» Ashoka was an able administrator, an intelligemhain being and a devout Buddhist.
5.7 KEY WORDS

e Ahimsa: Ahimsa means ‘not to injure’ and ‘compassion’ aefers to a key virtue in
Indian religions.

e Karma: Karma is the sum of a person’s actions in this previous states of existence,
viewed as deciding their fate in future existences.

» Hinduism: Hinduism is an Indian religion and dhagror a way of life, widely practised in
the Indian subcontinent.

* Edict: Edict is an official order or proclamati@msued by a person in authority.

» Chakra: Chakra is a Sanskrit word which also meyate or self repeating process. The
process it signifies is the cycle of time as howworld changes with time.

5.8 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES
Short-Answer Questions

1. What were the causes for the dramatic declidaiaism in India?
2. What are the four noble truths of Buddhism?

3. Mention the principal reason for the rapid sgreéBuddhism.

4. Differentiate between Hinayana and Mahayana.

5. List the factors responsible for the declin®atidhism.

6. What was the purpose of following the policyDdfamma?
Long-Answer Question

1. Explain the principle of non-injury.

2. Discuss the causes of rise of Jainism.

3. Describe the concept of eight-fold path in Buddh

4. Discuss the various causes responsible fospleetacular rise of Buddhism in India and
abroad.

5. Write a detailed note on the battle of Kalinga.
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THE GOLDEN AGE OF GUPTAS - PUSHYABHUSI
DYNASTY (VARDHA DYNASTY)

THE GUPTA PERIOD STRUCTURE
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6.2.1 Samudragupta: Career and Achievements
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6.0 INTRODUCTION

The Guptas came to the centre of the politicalestag it were, by the will of God. They were
not among the powers that challenged the Kushdheg;did not come up in consequence of
their decline. Among their contemporaries, they evamdoubtedly the only power
determined to restore to the country its lost maltunity. They brought the region between
‘the Godavari and the Sutlej’ under their directhawity and also indirectly ruled over most
of other parts of the country. They commanded retspw their powerful war machine,
military process and political acumen. They massht¢he Huns. No one else could do it
anywhere in the contemporary world. Their governnvesss based on the accepted principle
of centralization and progressive decentralizatidme central government was powerful, yet
in ‘the district headquarters, the officials of tikkentral Government were assisted and
controlled by popular councils, whose sanction wasessary even if the state wanted to sell
its own wasteland. Villages had their own populaureils which administered almost all the
branches of administration, including collectiontaxes and settlement of village disputes.’
The local opinion was given due cognizance, lawmewedfective and humane. Public welfare
was attended to; poor and sick were provided relefads were well protected. ‘Gupta
peace’ brought in its wake all-round prosperity.ridglture improved, industry progressed,
commerce expanded, shipbuilding and foreign traadeegl new dimensions. Gold and silver
flowed into the country from abroad. Coins of poerd metals were incirculation; people
lived in comfort. As evidenced by contemporaryrhtere and paintings, they used fine
clothes and ornaments.

The improved means of communication and transpeolyement of men and ideas and the
enrichment of urban life stimulated de-linking carma and vocation, encouraged caste
mobility, brought about the transformation of tsbeto castes and the assimilation of the
foreign racial stocks into the social whole. Thesipon of women remained distinct. The
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emphasis on the concept of ‘ideal wife’ inculcatlseper and there was a wider sense of
family correspondence and social intercourse.

In this unit, you will learn about the early Guptéheir administrative system and the Golden
age.

6.1 OBJECTIVES
After going through this unit, you will be able to:
» Explain the Gupta administrative system
* Discuss the social and economic conditions of3bpta Empire
* Identify the demerits of the Gupta administratsystem
* Discuss the various achievements of the Guptaegadde

6.2 EARLY GUPTAS

The origin and the early history of the Guptas raweclear. The locality they ruled remains

unspecified. The first two kings of the dynastyi Gupta and his son Sri Ghatotkacha are
called Maharaja. It has made several historianstisatythey might have been feudatories;
but, their paramount ruler is not mentioned. Ittigerefore, held that they may have been
petty rulers, and like some of that class assurheditle Maharaja. The son of Maharaja Sri
Ghatotkacha, however, assumed a higher title ofavighdhiraja, implying obviously that he

was a more powerful ruler than his predecessors.ndg have given extension to his

patrimony, gained greater authority and thus asduartagher title.

| Tsing, who travelled to this country during ADB-695, referred to a king Sri Gupta who
happened to have raised a temple for Chinese piggim Magadha. Some scholars identified
him with the founder of the dynasty of the same @atraced the temple in Magadha and
consequently, placed his kingdom in Magadha. Theréowever, no justification for the
view that the temple which this king built for tl#hinese was situated in Magadha. ‘The
bearing and the distance given by the Chinese iRilgtace it in the western borders of
northern or central Bengal and this is corrobordtgdome other details mentioned by him.
We may, therefore, hold that Sri Gupta’s kingdormpdsed a portion of Bengal.’

Sources of information

The sources of information for the Gupta period pose both literary and archaeological.
These are found all over the country from BengaKathiawar. They are comparatively
richer and fuller in content and character and haeeed very helpful in reconstructing the
main outline of the history and chronology with @jex degree of certainty.

Literary sources:

The Puranas, especially the Vayu, Brahmanda, Matdganu and the Bhagvat Purana are a
rich source of information. They indicate the extehthe domination of Chandragupta I;
make a distinction between the territory that thgtas had under their direct control and
over which they exercised paramount control andvigeo information on the princes
subordinate to them and on their contemporarieg. Htiranas, infact, received their touch
during this period. The Smrities of Vyas, PitamaPalastya and of Harita though assigned to
this period are available only in the quotationsinid in the Dharmasastras. Among the
Dharmasastras, those of Katyayana, Narad and ¢fagvati belong to this period. They
provide rich information on the social and religsozonditions of the people.
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Some dramatic works with political bearing on @Gpta period are obviously helpful. Thus,
the Kaumudi Mahotsava depicts the political cooditof Magadha during the beginning of
this period. It is of considerable importance foe origin and the rise of the Gupta power.
The Devichandraguptam by Vishakhadatta throws ligimt the manner in which
Chandragupta Il came to the throne and married &iakevi. It is available, however, only in
guotations. Another work of the same author, theitakshas, though an important source
of information on the rise of Chandragupta to poweentions people and tribes such as the
Yavanas, Sakas, Kiratas, Cambojas, Bhalikas, RasgsiKhasas, Gandharas, Cinas,
Kaulutas, Maghas and others who existed duringréhgn of Chandra Gupta Il. The
Kamandaka Nitisara, said to have been the workildfgsa, the chancellor of Chandragupta
I, upholds the murder of the Saka king througlydise.

The accounts left by the Chinese travellers arehasource of information. Fa-Hien travelled
across this country in the reign of Chandraguptadl his record and Fo-Kuo-ki or Record of
Buddhist Kingdom throws considerable light on trendition of the country during the
period.

Archaeological sources:

Numerous archaeological source materials on th@a3period are available. The numerous

types of coins that the Guptas issued throw gright lon their rise and fall and on the
economic condition of the people. The coins bothhef early and of the later Guptas have
been listed in the Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum.

The epigraphic evidence available from the AllaltbPBélar Inscription and the Eran Stone
Inscription throws light on the military strengthnch the territorial expansion of

Samundragupta. The Mehrauli Iron Pillar Inscripticefers to one king Chandra, who
defeated a confederacy of enemies, conquered thgaveountries and defeated Vahlikas
across the seven mouths of river Sindhu. He thoeaed sole supremacy in the world.

The Mathura Stone Inscription, the Sanchi Stoneripgon, the Gadhwa Stone Inscription
and the Udayagiri Cave Inscription of Chandraguptgive ample information on several
aspects of his polity. Some details about Kumarat&u are available from the Gadhwa
Stone Inscription, the Bilsad stone Pillar Insedpt and the Mankuwar Stone image
Inscription. The Junagadh Rock Inscription, the &ah Stone Pillar Inscription, the Indore
Copper Plate Inscription, the Bihar Stone Pillagchiption in two parts and the Bhitari Stone
Pillar Inscription refer to Skandagupta. The Bhiiflar Inscription of Skandagupta records
his fight with Pushyamitra and probably also wikie tHuns during the reign of his father
Kumara Gupta |I.

A large number of seals recovered at VaishalifgMuzaffarpur district) give an idea of the
provincial and local administration of the periaalgrovide a nomenclature of the officers.

Of the Gupta architecture and art, whatever hasecdown to us remains a rich source of
information. The temples at Udayagiri, Pathari, et and Aihole reveal much about the
evolution of temple architecture and point to tlepuylar gods and goddesses. The sculptural
remains are indicative of both their artistic rieea and aesthetic appeals and hence of
cultural maturity.

Chandragupta |

After Ghatotkach, his son Chandragupta | (AD 38H3ecame king of this dynasty. He
was the first independent ruler of this dynasty the previous Gupta rulers were
feudatories/vassals. He adopted the tile of ‘Mghdtaraja’. He was an imperialist and an
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important ruler than his predecessors. Chandra ahdvhuli is also equated with
Chandragupta I, but unfortunately, not much infaiorais available about him.

The main event of the age of Chandragupta was ter ento marital alliance with the
Lichchhavis, who were very powerful during that éimHe strengthened his position by
establishing matrimonial relationship with the Letihavis and expanded his empire from
Awadha and Magadha to Prayaga in the coastal afethe Ganges. Chandragupta married
Lichchhavi princess Kumar Devi. This marriage haditigal importance. There are several
evidences of this marriage. This marriage not dnlyreased immensely the power and
grandeur of the Guptas but it also made Kumar Ereviprincess of the Lichchhavi kingdom
which she inherited from her father. As a restig éntire Lichchhavi kingdom came under
the control of Chandragupta |.

6.2.1 Samudragupta: Career and Achievements

After Chandragupta, his son Samudragupta (AD 325y8&came king of the Gupta dynasty.
He established a vast kingdom by conquering diffebattles and strengthened the Gupta
dynasty for centuries. On account of his immenEmtaChandragupta chose his successor in
his own life. Samudragupta was an able emperoliedkcommander and a man of great
personality. He was a greatconqueror; hence, lsengpared with Napolean. It is popularly
said that Ashoka is famous for his peace and nolewntce, while Samudragupta is famous
because of his victories.

Conquests of Samudragupta

Samudragupta, having established political unityted entire India under one umbrella. He
not only conquered North India, but also hoisted fiag of victory over South India
including some principalities of abroad. His vidésrare described as follows:

First expedition of Aryavarta: The land between the Himalayas and Vindhyas vadlect
Aryavarta. It is known that Samudragupta launcheéctorious expeditions twice over
Aryavarta. In his first expedition, he vanquishkd following kings:

*Acyuta: The first king Samudragupta defeated in Aryavexds Acyuta. He was the king of
Ahichchhatra. His kingdom was around modern RamaNagBarelli.

* Nagasenalt is known from the coins of Naga dynasty of Narwsituated in Gwalior that
he was the king of Naga dynasty and his capital Redmavati. In Prayaga Prashasti, the
letters before ‘ga’ has been destroyed but therlegia’ is readable. Perhaps he might have
been the ruler Ganapatinaga.

*Kotakulaja: Samudragupta defeated this Kota king as well.

However, several scholars have expressed their sviewmgarding the first Aryavarta
expedition. Some scholars consider that the firstaarta battle was not his expedition of
victory but a defensive battle.

Second expedition of Aryavarta:In his second expedition, he defeated many kiSgsne
of them are described as follows:

(1) Rudradeva:King Rudradeva was king Rudrasena | of Kaushambi.

(2) Matila: A coin has been found in Bulandashahara, whichawasitthe symbol of Matil
and Naga. Probably he was a king of the Naga dynast

(3) Nagadatta:He was a king of Mathura and belonged to the Nbgasty.
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(4) Chandraverma: There is a dispute regarding this entry. Someiden$im the king of
Pusakarana while others consider him the king stdfa Punjab.

(5) Ganapatinaga:He was a ruler of Vidisha and belonged to the Ngeasty.
(6) Balaverma: He was a predecessor of king Bhaskarverma of Kpanaru

(7) Nandi: It is mentioned in the Puranas that ShishunandeaBSandi was the King of
Central India and belonged to the Naga dynasty.

It is mentioned that Samudragupta defeated albtmasties of North India. He annexed all
these kingdoms to his empire.

He made all the kings of vana (forest) his slaVésen he proceeded to conquer South India
after his conquest of North India, he subjugatddAshvika kings lying on his way to
southern conquest. It is assumed that Atavika statespread from Gazipur to Jabalpur.

South expedition

Samudragupta conquered south after his first apedof Aryavarta. He defeated twelve
kings of the south and thereafter he returned thiegdoms and made them his loyalists.
Thus, on one hand, these kings were independerie whi the other, they accepted the
suzerainty of Samudragupta. Samudragupta’s conguagdt three features: to imprison
enemies, to free them and to return the kingdontkeflefeated king after the acceptance of
conqueror’s suzerainty. These kings were as follows

» Mahendra of Kaushal: Mahendra was the king of KalsModern districts of Raipur,
Sambhalpur and Vilaspur were included in it.

» Vyaghraraja of Mahakantara: Vyaghraraja was thg lof Mahakantara, which was the
forest area of Orissa.

» Mantaraja of Koral: It was the central part of €38 and Tamil Nadu and the king of this
area was Mantaraja.

» Mahendragiri of Pishtapur: Pishtapur in Godavasiritt is modern Pithapurama.
» Swamidatta of Kottura: Kottura is equated with i@batore.

« Daman of Erandapalla: Erandapalla is consideredEemndola of Khanadesh. Its
relationship is also established with Erandapatiar Chinkokole on the coast of Orissa.

* Vishnugopa of Kanchi: It was the capital of PallaModern Kanjeevaram near Madras is
Kanchi.

* Nilaraja of Avamukta: It was a small kingdom iretheighbourhood of Kanchi and Vengi
states. Its king Nilaraja was a member of the Raltaonfederacy.

» Hastivarman of Vengi: It was in existence nearuRedgi in Ellore. Its king belonged to
Shalankayana dynasty.

» Ugrasena of Palakka: It was near Palakollu orctiast of Godavari.
» Dhananjaya of Kusthalapur: Kuhalur, situated iak&r district, was Kusthalapur.

» Kubera of Devarashtra: It was Yellamanchili in Anal Pradesh. Some historians believe
that southern rulers formed a confederation ag@astudragupta and halted Samudragupta
near a famous lake, known as Kolekha. Samudragaptguered this confederation.
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Subjugation of frontier states: It is clear that the frontier states, having stenconquest-
expedition of Samudragupta, accepted his suzeralitgse states were: Samatata, Davaka,
Kamrupa, Nepal and Karttripur.

There were nine republics on the western frontidnich accepted the suzerainty of
Samudragupta. These were Malava, Arjunayana, Yajh®&adraka, Abhira, Prarjuna,
Sanakanika, Kaka and Kharaparika.

Policy towards the frontier states: Samudragupta adopted three kinds of policy against
these states, such as Sarvakara, i.e., these stetepted to pay all types of tributes,
Ajnakarana, i.e., these states carried out ther@id8amudragupta, and Pranamakarana, i.e.,
they appeared individually and greeted the king.

Conguest of foreign states

Some of the foreign states, such as Daivaputr&hiS8hanushahi, Shaka, Murunda, Saimhal,
etc., were also conquered by Samudragupta. Theyptet defeat and offered their daughters
to him.

Extent of Samudragupta’s kingdom

Samudragupta’s empire extended from the Himalayake north to Vindhyas in the south
and from Bay of Bengal in the east to Eastern Malawthe west. He had indirect influence
over Gujarat, Sindh, Western Rajaputana, West Buawal the frontier states of Kashmir,
and he had friendly relations with Saimhala andather islands. Samudragupta adopted the
policy of expansion of his empire. The main aimhaed conquest was to hoist his flag of
victory.

Horse-sacrifice

Samudragupta performed horse-sacrifice in the Inéggnof his reign. His coins also carry
depiction of horse sacrifice.

Estimate of Samudragupta’s reign

Samudragupta’s name is lettered in golden ink diam history for his talent and conquests.
He was an extraordinary watrrior, victor of thousan@lbattles and emerged invincible during
his time. He was a valiant and brave king; ablétip@n and warrior; famous musician; and
well-versed and a good-hearted poet. Although herited a very small kingdom from his
father, he expanded the boundaries of his kingdeyomd India by his talent and valour. He
is regarded as the first Indian king who defeatadisern and foreign rulers by his prowess.

Check Your Progress

1. Who was the first independent ruler of the Gupta dynasty?

2. What was the main event of the age of Chandragupta?

3. Mention some of the foreign states conquered by Samudragupta.

6.3 ADMINISTRATION OF THE GUPTAS

The Gupta administrative system was based oneednistorical tradition to which several
amendments had been made to adapt it to the coatamgpsituation. Gupta administration
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featured elements of the administrative systemsthef Mauryas, the Satvahanas, the
Scythians and the Kushanas. According to Chineseusts, ‘The Gupta administrative
system was always appreciable because it was liaadhin public interest. And the kings
could not have been unrestrained and autocratispite of having limitless power.’
Undoubtedly, the Gupta governance was of high tualhe fifth century Chinese monk Fa
Hien writes about this period, ‘The people weregyapnd prosperous. The people had to
give neither account of small things in their haus®r attendance before any justices or
kings.’

Features of Gupta Administration
The Gupta government had the following two bases:

Monarchy: The nature of the Gupta administration was moneathwith the emperor as
the supreme authority. In the Prayaga Edict, Saagughita has been referred to as a king who
lived on earth like god.

Feudal system:The Gupta Empire was vast and, therefore, rulvey @ was very difficult
without decentralization. Hence, the feudal systeas introduced.

Central government

King: The king was the axis of the central governmertbse it was a monarchy. The king
was the highest official in the government, arnugtice and other aspects of administration.
According to the Prayaga edict, ‘It is the dutytleé king to provide good governance. An
ideal king is one who has the firm resolve to pdevhis people from the core of his heart all
comfort and happiness.’ Officials were appointed aacked by the king. There was no such
concept that the king had the right to be autocm@ati account of having a divine character. In
spite of having a divine character, serving in blattlefield and obtaining suitable education
were essential for the king. The king took up nwnusrtitles such as Maharajadhiraja,
Parameshwara Paramamdaivat and Rajadhiraja.

Council of ministers: There was a council of ministers to advise andsasse king in
administrative affairs. As a basis for governan€autilya’s concept that the discharge of
royal functions should be done with mutual co-operaand goodwill was recognized.
Therefore, it was expedient for the king to appeair@ouncil of ministers to get co-operation
and proper advice. Ministers were appointed onbth&s of their qualifications. However,
this position later became hereditary. Names ofesprominent ministers have come down to
us. They include Mahadandanayaka, Mahapratihara, habk&ndhivigrahika,
Bhandagaridhikrita, Mahapaksapatalika and Dandagasi\lthough the king took their
advice, he was not bound to accept it.

Provincial administration

The Gupta Empire was very vast. Direct control wfhs a vast empire was not possible.
Hence, it was divided into several provinces. Rrogs were known as bhukti, bhoga and
pradesha. Such a division of the government wasdioation of administrative intelligence

and wisdom. Provincial rulers were appointed by kiveg. They were known as uparika
maharaja. They generally belonged to the royal lfamiheir duties were maintenance of
peace, law and order in the empire, public intesesd obeying the emperor.

Visaya (district) administration

75



History of India upto 647 A.D

The province was divided into visayas (districl)e head official of the visaya was called
visayapati. He was appointed by the king or upar@ther officials of the province included
sarthavaha, prathamakulika, prathama kayastha ustegala.

Town administration

There were several towns in a province. The cbiethe town was known as
nagarapati. He was appointed by the visayapatih Eawn had a council, the functions of
which were to collect tax, take care of the pubkalth and run the town administration.

Village administration

The village was the smallest unit of administratid®he area of a village was fixed.
The head of the village was called gramapati orattah A grama panchayat was indeed a
small democracy. People in the grama panchayabnmeetl acts of simple officials. Sub-
committees were constituted in the panchayatsettetivas more work. There were separate
committees for the management of irrigation, adtira, religion, etc.

Judicial system

The judicial system was highly competent. It isdewvit from Narada Smriti that there were
four types of judicial courts — (1) royal (2) pu¢® guild and (4) family. According to Fa
Hien, ‘The punishment during the Gupta age was swtere. Capital punishment or
punishment by amputation was rarely carried oue’adds that there were few crimes and
criminals were only given medium or high economimighment. The decision of the king
was final. However, according to Kalidasa and Vissdatta, punishments were very severe.

Military organization

A big and strong army was necessary for the defarissuch a vast empire. The
government of the Gupta kings was based on milieryer. The army had four parts —
infantry, chariot, cavalry and elephants. The sesalunit of infantry was called chamuya.
The chief of the army was known as mahasenapatiatrabaladhikrita. “The highest official
of the army was the senapati (general). Mahadarydaaaranabhandagarika, mandashvapati
were under him. No discrimination was made in thigamy service in respect of any specific
caste. The army was under the control of the Kirgvinces had some army and they helped
the king in the time of need.” There was an armdarstore weapons.

Revenue system

The main source of income was land-tax. The shiapeanluce, which was given to the king

or state, was called bhaga. There were five kirfidaxothat made up the income of the state:
(1) controlled tax such as land-tax, (2) periodieal, (3) economic penalty (4) income from

the state’s wealth and (5) income from the subpdjdéudal. It is evident from Kalidasa’'s

Raghuvamsha that the ideal of the tax-collectionthef Gupta king was people’s welfare.

One-sixth of the produce was levied as land-taxe GQuptas’ empire was an ideal Hindu
state, and they adopted the ancient system ta.riing this time, state tax was not a kind
of punishment.

Demerits of the Gupta administration system

The Gupta administration was extremely competenbrganization in the centre and
provinces was very able. The Gupta emperors exphtir empire and established a very
high quality of balanced and appreciable admirtistnan the conquered regions, the parallel
of which can hardly be found.
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However, it suffered from a few demerits as wellwas, above all, a feudal system. Feudal
rulers became autocratic. As the provincial rukeese conferred more powers, this proved to
be disastrous for the Gupta empire in the coursena.

6.3.1 Social and Economic Conditions Under the Guas

The Gupta period is known as the golden age aaindistory because of its political,
social, economic and religious conditions, arteerditure and cultural life, prosperity and
fame.

Able and talented kings

There were several kings of great competence, fiooth military and strategic points
of view, during this period. They increased thesperity of the nation by protecting it from
internal and external dangers.

Political unity

After the decline of the Mauryas, India was dividetb small states which the Guptas again
organized under one umbrella and protected fromidgaraggression.

Economic prosperity

Internal peace, good governance, safety, secamidlysuccessful administration provided an
impetus to local and foreign trade. Consequentlg, Gupta age witnessed great progress in
trade and commerce.

Religious tolerance

Although the Gupta Kings were followers of Vaishisaw, they were tolerant of other
religions, including Brahminism, Buddhism and Jsini Buddhist monasteries near Hindu
temples were a common sight.

Art, literature and science

The Gupta period marked immense development infitgld of literature. The Gupta
emperors encouraged poets, playwrights and philesgpsuch as Kalidasa, Bharavi,
Shudraka, Vishakhadatta, Vasubandhu, Dandin, Harisexd Varahamihir. The arts of this
period were not only limited to royal palaces ey also had close links to daily life.

In science, some of the notable achievementsi®ftfe were in the fields of astronomy and
mathematics.

Social Conditions
Let us discuss the social conditions of the Guptgike.
Joint family system

In the Gupta age, it was the joint family systemt gorevailed. A separate and nuclear family
system was inconceivable. The family was manageal jpgtriarch who was shown profound
respect. All the members of the family obeyed hidecs and all family traditions were
maintained by him. The father was the owner ofpatiperty but it was also shared by the
sons and the brothers.

Position of women

The position of women had deteriorated during thet& age. Women had to live under
various restrictions throughout their lives. Inldhbod, they had to obey their father, in
youth their husband and in old age their sons. Ty no individual liberty. Girls were
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married off at an early age and could rarely attaig higher education. They had no choice
when it came to their marriage. According to the laf Manu, a father had to get his
daughter married before maturity and if he failedlo so, he shall go to hell. Women were
barred from attaining Vedic injunctions or religgoaducation. This, however, does not mean
that women were completely uneducated. Many womere vexperts in dancing, painting
and playing musical instruments. They also undedsteerse. Very importantly, remarriage
of widows was allowed. Chandragupta himself martiedbrother’'s widow Dhruvswamini.
The sati system prevailed, but in a mild form. Ptudalrepresentations assert that the purdah
system was not in vogue, but it is believed thatne&o of noble families used veils when they
went out.

Caste system

During the Gupta age, the caste system had betbengery foundation of society. The
Shudras were looked down upon by members of therupgsstes. The Gupta period was an
age of revival of Hinduism and Brahminism. It was age of manifold rites and rituals,
customs and ceremonies. The Brahmins occupiedobacts! place in the society and art and
literature flourished. The Brahmins were split imdifferent categories on the basis of the
study of the Vedas. A Brahmin who studied the Reglas was called Rigvedin and others
were called Yajurvedin, Samavedin and Atharvavedifaishyas had also organized
themselves into different section®\s they were prosperous and wealthy, they
commanded respect.

Slavery

Slavery was common in Gupta society. Slaves inclupiesoners of war, bankrupts and
gamblers who had lost their freedom. Their sergiutbwever, was not permanent.

Food and drinks

Vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals were populatiEn writes that the people did not
consume alcohol, onions, meat and garlic and it bedigved that only the untouchables ate
such things and reared poultry and pigs. But Fan'sliaccounts cannot be completely relied
on. His observations are most likely limited to Bhdt society. According to the literature of
the age, people consumed fish, meat and alcohoheoarding to the smritis, only women
were restricted from their consumption, especitilyse whose husbands were not residing at
home. The smiritis particularly allowed meat forkkgpersons. In southern India, especially in
aristocratic families, a variety of meat dishesevienown to have been prepared. People also
chewed betel leaves after meals.

Religious Conditions
Let us discuss the religious conditions of the Gupmpire.

Literary and archaeological sources depict thatspirreligious tolerance under the Guptas.
State services were open for all irrespective efrtleligious beliefs. The Buddhists and the
Jains were provided with all the facilities thatre/@rovided to the Brahmins.

The religious tolerance of Samudragupta can bengkbdrom the fact that he readily
conceded to the request of Meghavarna, the kingCe@flon, for the construction of a
monastery at Bodhgaya. Even economic assistancegiwes to members of other faiths. The
monastery of Nalanda was set up by Kumaraguptaafdancharity was very common.

A number of religious texts were written or rewatitin the Gupta period, including smritis
and puranas. The oral epics of the Ramayana andiahata were written down.

78



History of India upto 647 A.D

Chief religions
The following were the chief religions of the Gujmpire.

Buddhism: Asanga, Vasubandhu and Kumarjiya were well-knowreaghers and
philosophers of Buddhism. Although Buddhism dedirend paved way for a revival in
Brahminism, it continued flourishing in Punjab, Kasr and modern-day Afghanistan. The
artistic remains at Sarnath, Paharpur, Ajanta aagaljunikonda reveal that the Gupta period
was a golden age of Buddhist art. In Bodhgaya, aastery was made for Chinese pilgrims.
In Western Maharashtra, at places like Bhaja, Kudahar, Bedsa and Junnar, many
Buddhist monasteries were built under the patror@geerchants and guilds. Ajanta and
Ellora were important Buddhist centres. Ayodhya afanchi were full of Buddhist
monasteries and stupas.

Jainism: Bengal, Mathura, Vallabhi, Pundravardhana, Udayagid Kanchi were important
Jain centres. In the south, the Kadambas, PalavdsParadya rulers patronized Jainism. In
the year 453, a meeting was held to revise the Bagks. Although there was a rivalry
between Jainism and Saivism, there was no religieusecution in any form.

Hinduism: The revival of Brahamanism had begun during theg8uperiod. The Guptas
continued that trend. From inscriptions, we ledrat the Guptas constructed many temples
and made liberal grants to religious institutiohbe Guptas also performed Vedic rites and
rituals, although those were probably not poputaoiag the masses. The Guptas also revived
the Asvamedha sacrifice.

Vaishnavism had also become very popular, becaespl® believed that Lord Vishnu was
an incarnation of the almighty and he had taketh lr the form of various avatars to protect
the people from demons.

Shaivism: While the Gupta, Pallava and Ganga rulers pateshix/aishnavism, the
Bharsivas, Vakatakas and the rulers of the Nalaastynextended their patronization to
Saivism. Prithvisen and Saba, important officersthed Guptas, were ardent followers of
Saivism. Siva was worshipped in different forms.

The majority of the Siva images of the Gupta pemodhbine the phallic with the human
form.

Hindu renaissance

Prior to the Guptas, during the Kushana and Mauryge, Buddhism flourished in India.
Emperors like Asoka and Kanishka spread Buddhismutihout India and also abroad. It
was only after the Sungas came to power that Hamdusaw a revival which progressed
further under the Guptas.

The Gupta rulers were unfaltering believers of ddiism and they had profound faith in

Vedic scriptures. Brahmins gained importance inetgcOnaccount of the great progress of
Hinduism, the Gupta age came to be termed as anfddmdu Renaissance. The Gupta age
not only saw a revival of Hinduism, but also thatSanskrit. Sanskrit was made the state
language and the rulers adopted it for their colime great literary works of this age are all
in Sanskrit.

Economic Conditions

The country had greatly prospered during the Gyetaod. The Guptas were benevolent
monarchs and established peace and order in thegrgoWithout peace, a country can never
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prosper. Agriculture, trade and commerce greatlyrished under the encouragement of the
Guptas.

Agriculture

During the Gupta period, agriculture was the bas$isconomic life. Agricultural land was
not owned by the state but by individual famili®kany kinds of crops were grown. Peasants
received state assistance when needed. The Sudatstke in Gujarat was repaired by
Skandagupta to aid agriculture and irrigation. Sitie methods of improving agricultural
produces were encouraged.

Trade and Industry
Trade

Agriculture and different professions gave an impdb trade. There was brisk internal trade
during the Gupta period. Fa Hien’s description edvehat traders were given full freedom
and could easily move from one place to anotheadé@&rrelations existed with foreign
countries and internal trade was made possibleobd ¢gransportation and road networks and
also sea routes. Ujjain, Banaras, Vaishali, Gayaydja, Pataliputra and Mathura were
important centres of trade. According to Fa Hierads on the trade network were safe and
free of any incidents. Merchants mainly carriedrtigeods on bullock carts. Rivers such as
the Ganges, Krishna, Godaveri and Brahmaputra alsceutilized for trade networks. Most
of the trade was carried out for commodities sueltlathes, wheat, spices, salt, diamonds
and precious stones.

Trade through rivers was cheap and comfortables Period saw the flourish of the ship-
building industry. Important ports include Tamréli;h Bengal and Tondai in the south.
There are even records of Roman merchants arrimifigdia for trade in precious stones,
clothes, perfumes, spices, drugs, coconut and .iNDopper, tin, lead, dates and horses were
important items of import.

Check Your Progress

4. What were the two main features of the Guptaiadtnation?
5. What was the main source of income in the GHptpire?

6. Mention the chief religions of the Gupta Empire.

6.4 THE GOLDEN AGE

The foundation of the Gupta Empire in the fourtimtaey AD describes the beginning of
another era. The Gupta monarchs had power up tsi¥tle century in North India. Art,
science and literature thrived greatly during thisie. The iconographic canons of
Brahmanical, Jain and Buddhist divinities were @etdéd and standardized. It served as ideal
models of artistic expression for later centuriest, only in India but also beyond its border.
It was an age of all round perfection in domeste; bdministration, literature, as seen in the
works of Kalidasa, in art creations and in religiand philosophy, as exemplified in the
widespread Bhagavata cult, which recognized itsgli a rigorous cult of beauty.

The Gupta Period (AD fourth—seventh) is usuallylechlas the golden age of art and
architecture in India. During this period, Sarnesime up as a school similar in quality as the
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Buddhist art. Some of the most stunning imagesutfdBa are creations of this school. One
of the finest sculptures from Sarnath portrays Bwddiving his first sermon. The images of
the Buddhist pantheon comprise the following:

* Indra

» Yakshas

» Dwarapalas

» Winged horses
* Surya

* Yakshis

* Mithuna couples
Gupta Temples

This period saw a huge resurrection of Hinduisnemvh became the official religion of the
Gupta Empire. As a result, this era was also mabketthe appearance of countless images of
popular Hindu Gods and Goddesses. Images of Losthri, Lord Shiva, Lord Krishna,
Surya and Durga were created in this period. Thaidgid caves in Madhya Pradesh had a
huge image of Lord Vishnu. Other statues of thisigoefound in various temples and
museums are analytic of the various aspects of ééindu art and sculpture. During the
Gupta period, when basic elements of the Indiarpleraomprising a square sanctum and
pillared porch emerged, a solid foundation of tesrgoichitecture was laid.

The evolved Gupta temple also had a covered procedspath for circumambulation that

outlined a part of the worship-ritual. Former teegpbf the period had a flat slab-roof, often
monumental, but the later temples in brick and etdaveloped a shikhara. The unhurried
development of the Gupta style can be traced bytrof the plan and the decoration on the
pillars and door-frame. The frames were decoratitkd goblins, couples, flying angels and

door-keepers.

Sculptures of deities and their consorts, heavésdings, couples, directional deities,
composite animals and decorative motifs consistéldeomajority of images which decorated
the walls of the temples. The deities blessed enctimmbers were carved firmly according to
religious cannons and were fixed by carrying ouhmue sanctification ritual. The brilliance
of the Indian sculptor rested in his mental pictafehe deities’ ideal proportions, youthful
bodies and kind appearances. Temple sculpturesnegessentially religious. Many drew on
worldly subject matters and ornamental designs. Jdenes of everyday life consisted of
military parades, royal court scenes, musiciansicelis, acrobats and passionate couples.
Another group of non-religious figures were theaaps or devanganas (celestial women) and
vyalas (composite animals). The Parvati temple atHdna, the temple of Bhitaragaon, the
Vishnu temple at Tigawa, the Shiva temple at Bhamand the Dasavatara temple at
Deogarh are among the top models of the Gupta styemple architecture.

Cave Architecture

The cave architecture also achieved a huge levehb&ncement during the Gupta period.
The Chaitya and Vihara caves at Ajanta and ther&lb@aves are the perfect specimens of
cave-architecture of the period. The rock-cut caateKhandagiri, Udayagiri and Undavalli
also belong to this period.

Gupta Sculpture
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With the Gupta period, India entered a classibalse of sculpture. By the efforts made over
centuries, techniques of art were perfected, defitypes were evolved, and ideals of beauty
were formulated with precision. There was no mogeeementation. A quick grasp of the
true objectives and necessary principles of aryastly developed aesthetic sense and
proficient execution by skilled hands made thoststanding images that were to be the
perfect model and despair of the Indian artistsumfcessive ages. The Gupta sculptures not
only proved to be models of Indian art for the cognages, but they also provided a perfect
model for the Indian colonies in the Far East.

Gupta Paintings

Painting made great progress in the Gupta pefibd. most famous paintings of the Gupta
period were the caves of Ajanta (Maharashtra) aamghEMadhya Pradesh).

Ajanta paintings

There are thirty caves in Ajanta of which 9, 10, 28 and 29 are chaitya-grihas and the rest
are monasteries. These caves were discovered il&ID and were rebuilt. All paintings
have heavy religious influence and centre on tHeviing:

* Buddha

» Bodhisattvas

* Incidents from the life of Buddha
» Jatakas

The paintings are accomplished on a ground of niastgr in the tempera technique. In the
caves of Ajanta, the artists observed a speciértgue for doing their work. The rock walls
of the cave were covered with a mixture of claywatung and smashed rock. On its top a
thin coat of lime plaster is applied. It was themosthened and kept damp. On the surface the
outline of the design was first sketched in darloas such as dark brown or black. After
this was done it was filled in, using a varietycolours like white, red, blue, dull green and
brown. The theme of these paintings was from tkekaaales, which is a collection of stories
about the life of the Buddha. The paintings descBlnddha in various stages of his past and
present lives. According to art critics, the Gup#antings possess delicacy of lines, brilliancy
of colours and richness of expression.

For long there existed a flawed assumption thaiAjaata cave paintings were frescoes. But
the making of a fresco entails the application @buars to moist lime plaster whereas the
Ajanta paintings were done on dry wall. The plastade of clay, hay, dung, lime, etc., was
applied to the wall and the artisans sketched fehdtawings using vegetable colours. The
brush for painting was made of animal hairs ang$vaf certain plants.

The creation of these intricate Ajanta cave pagtistill is a mystery due to the obvious lack
of natural light inside the caves. Only thin streak light infuse inside, which is hardly
sufficient for conducting such a painstaking créfistorians have said that ancient artistes
either used oil lamps or employed mirrors for retileg and magnifying little natural light
inside the cave.

Development of Music during Guptas

Music has been an essential part of the culturestiey in India. The range of musical
phenomenon in India extends from tribal to folkléweclassical to modern style. The flavour
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of music depends on various aspects of the cullike=social and economic organization and
experience, climate and access to technology.

The conditions in which music is played and listerte, and the attitudes towards music
players and writers all vary between regions andogs. Indian music has a very ancient
tradition and an accrued heritage of years. Indiarsic has developed due to interface
between different people of varied races and cestur

The Gupta period (AD 320-480) was the golden eréhan history of Indian music. The

Guptas ruled in most of northern India. The Gupaqa was the period of Greater India.
During this period, a huge range of cultural atig occurred in India in this period that
influenced the neighbouring countries as well. Thgptas not only improved the Indian

culture but also had a global impact. Many museatises like Natya Shastra (by Bharat
Muni) and Brihaddeshi (by Matanga) were writteniagithis period.

Natya Shastra

The Natya Shastra is an ancient Indian treatis¢herperforming arts, comprising theatre,
dance and music. The Natya Shastra was incrediiolg in its scope. While it basically deals
with stagecraft, it has influenced music, classicalian dance and literature as well. It
consists of stage design, music, dance, makeupasidally every other aspect of stagecratft.
It is very important to the history of Indian clasd music as it is the only text that gives
such detail about the music and instruments opéred.

After the Samaveda that dealt with ritual utteemnof the Vedas, the Natya Shastra was the
first major text that dealt with music at lengthwias considered the crucial treatise of Indian
classical music until the thirteenth century, whika stream split into Hindustani classical
music in North India and Pakistan because of tffleence of Persian and Arab music and
Carnatic classical music in South India, the sthag of the Hindu kingdoms.

While most of the discussion of music in the Nasfsastra concentrates on musical
instruments, it also emphasizes several theoretispects that remained fundamental to
Indian music. Jatis are elaborated in greater ldetdine text Dattilam, which was composed
around the same time as the Natya Shastra.

The Natya Shastra also hints at several aspectausical performance, specifically its
application to vocal, instrumental and orchestamhpositions. It also deals with the rasas and
bhavas that may be evoked by music.

Check Your Progress
7. What were the most famous paintings of the Gpptaod?
8. What is the Natya Shastra?

6.5 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS QUESTIONS
1. Chandragupta | was the first independent wii¢éhe Gupta dynasty.

2. The main event of the age of Chandragupta wamnter into marital alliance with the

Lichchhavis, who were very powerful during that ¢imHe strengthened his position by
establishing matrimonial relationship with the Letihavis and expanded his empire from
Awadha and Magadha to Prayaga in the coastal aféhe Ganges.
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3. Some of the foreign states, such as Daivap@hahi, Shanushahi, Shaka, Murunda,
Saimhal, etc., were conquered by Samudragupta.

4. The Gupta government had the following two bases

* Monarchy: The nature of the Gupta administraticas wnonarchical, with the emperor as
the supreme authority. In the Prayaga Edict, Saagugita has been referred to as a king who
lived on earth like god.

» Feudal system: The Gupta Empire was vast anceftirer ruling over it was very difficult
without decentralization. Hence, the feudal systeas introduced.

5. The main source of income in the Gupta Empire \aad-tax.
6. The following were the chief religions of the [@a Empire:

* Buddhism

* Jainism

* Hinduism

* Shaivism

7. The most famous paintings of the Gupta periodevike caves of Ajanta (Maharashtra)
and Bagh (Madhya Pradesh).

8. The Natya Shastra is an ancient Indian treatisthe performing arts, comprising theatre,
dance and music.

6.6 SUMMARY

» The origin and the early history of the Guptasratclear. The locality they ruled remains
unspecified. The first two kings of the dynastyi Gupta and his son Sri Ghatotkacha are
called Maharaja.

» The sources of information for the Gupta periothpdse both literary and archaeological.
These are found all over the country from Bengdddthiawar.

* Numerous archaeological source materials on thgtaGueriod are available.

» The numerous types of coins that the Guptas isguedv great light on their rise and fall
and on the economic condition of the people.

» After Ghatotkach, his son Chandragupta | (AD 33h3ecame king of this dynasty. He
was the first independent ruler of this dynasty the previous Gupta rulers were
feudatories/vassals.

* The main event of the age of Chandragupta waster ento marital alliance with the
Lichchhavis, who were very powerful during thatéim

» After Chandragupta, his son Samudragupta (AD 325)}decame king of the Gupta
dynasty. He established a vast kingdom by conggaetifierent battles and strengthened the
Gupta dynasty for centuries.

» Samudragupta, having established political unityited entire India under one umbrella.
He not only conquered North India, but also hoidtésl flag of victory over South India
including some principalities of abroad.
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* The Gupta administrative system was based oreeduiktorical tradition to which several
amendments had been made to adapt it to the coatangsituation.

» The king was the axis of the central governmegtbse it was a monarchy. The king was
the highest official in the government, army, jostand other aspects of administration.

» The judicial system was highly competent. It isddemt from Narada Smriti that there were
four types of judicial courts — (1) royal (2) pu@ guild and (4) family.

» The position of women had deteriorated during@upta age. Women had to live under
various restrictions throughout their lives.

» Slavery was common in Gupta society. Slaves iredugrisoners of war, bankrupts and
gamblers who had lost their freedom. Their sergiutbwever, was not permanent.

» The foundation of the Gupta Empire in the fourtimtary AD describes the beginning of
another era. The Gupta monarchs had power up tsixtiecentury in North India.

» Art, science and literature thrived greatly duritgs time. The iconographic canons of
Brahmanical, Jain and Buddhist divinities were @etd¢d and standardized.

6.7 KEY WORDS

e Monarchy: A monarchy is a form of government in which a grogenerally a family
representing a dynasty, embodies the country’onatiidentity and its head, the monarch,
exercises the role of sovereignty.

 Slavery: Slavery is the system by which people are ownedtbgr people as slaves.

» Shaivism: Shaivism is one of the major traditions within Himsm that reveres Shiva as the
Supreme Being.

6.8 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES
Short-Answer Questions

1. Write a short note on Chandragupta |

2. ldentify the demerits of the Gupta administratsystem.

3. What was the position of women during the Gag@?

4. What were the economic conditions of the Gupteite?

5. What made the Gupta period the Golden age adnlgistory?
Long-Answer Question

1. Explain the Gupta administrative system.

2. Discuss the social conditions of the Gupta Eepir

3. Explain the religious conditions of the Guptatr.

4. Discuss the various achievements of the Gugdtiegage?

5. Write a detailed essay on the achievementafuiragupta.
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7.0 INTRODUCTION

The Gupta dynasty had the distinction of providinghe country a galaxy of great kings.
Comparatively, they stayed longer at the top. Tin@yed their successors well in the art and
science of maintaining a huge empire, peace amdirigwars; and kept the inevitable at bay.
They avoided the pitfalls such as neglect of tragrthe successors, single-track approach in
polity, dominance of ideology to the neglect ofesthital interests, concentration of power at
the top, state monopoly in trade, top heavy aneéesipe bureaucracy and neglect of the war
machine. On the political front, however, thereaghing to distinguish the Gupta monarchs
from those who preceded and succeeded them. THeytldiscard the ancient belief that the
local power in the interest of total unity should bradicated and institutions should be
developed to train leadership and to encouragedbgle to participate in decision-making at
higher levels. It appears that the people had rextiole in administration and politics. They
seem to have been mute witnesses to the successatimination of kings and to matters of
peace and war. Over the time, the dynasty suffieesdof vitality, vigour and authority. And,
as the succession conflicts, internal challengeeaernal pressure developed, there followed
the squeezing of the empire territorially to notmass and with it, its grandeur too obscured.

In this unit, you will identify the causes of digagration of the Gupta Empire. You will also
list the factors responsible for the rise of Havstidhana.

7.1 OBJECTIVES

3After going through this unit, you will be able to

* Discuss the social reasons for the fall of the t@ugmpire

* List the factors responsible for the rise of Harslrdhana

* Identify the cultural achievements of Harsha

» Describe the Harsha’'s administrative system

7.2 DECLINE OF THE GUPTA EMPIRE

The causes of disintegration of the Gupta Empieeaarfollows:
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* Internal dissensions: The post-Skandagupta period was characterized nitgrnial
dissensions within the reigning family. Though teeords are silent on the course of events,
it is in view of the available information assumttht the dissensions created factions,
generated divided loyalties, weakened the politeydtem, rendered the central authority
weak and lowered the prestige of the emperor. Hathdof Samundragupta was tantamount
to the removing of the cornerstone of the edifice.

»Confused successionin the present state of knowledge, scholars havdeen able to fix
among the later Guptas the order of successiondaration of the reigns of several kings
whose names have been revealed by the coins arriptin. Some appear to have ascended
the throne only to be removed later. The stresssarain under which the political system
and administration must have operated is imagindfheust have caused severe weakness to
the system.

e Short reigns and quick successionsthe later Guptas present a spectacle of shomseig
and quick successions. The reigning heads must baea unable to consolidate their
position and make their authority felt. Especiaityyiew of the situation that a king was the
pivot around whom everything moved, and that hissgeality influenced the policy and
administration, short reigns and quick successingsk must have wrecked the system in
several directions.

*Centrifugal tendencies: Factionalism was thus dominant and its impact p&golative.
Once the central authority developed infirmities;dl chiefs asserted their strengths. Thus,
Budhagupta, though acknowledged as the paramouhority, had to make an awkward
compromise to maintain the apparent in installirgpecessor of Bhatarka to the royal status
in Malwa. It could never have been to his pleastihe other provincial heads too made their
offices hereditary. Some among them assumed raled.tThe emperor in his high position
must have felt his empire crumbling and imaginealittviolable. The centrifugal forces thus
demolished the empire steadily.

eInability of the reigning heads: None among the later Guptas had the ability tacichie
rot that the system had developed from within. Ttevned heads failed to stand up to the
challenge and arrest the forces of decline. Thag waite witnesses to the tragic spectacle.

*Lack of political comprehension and mental vigour:The later Gupta kings lacked these
qualities substantially. Budhagupta, Baladitya dhd others had hardly any leadership
gualities. They were unable to play their rightfole. The case of Baladaliya is highly
illustrative in this connection. On coming to knélmat an attack by Mihirakula, the Hun was
imminent, he summoned his ministers and as narkatédiuen Tsang, told them: ‘I hear that
these thieves are coming and | cannot fight widgmtk{their troops;) by the permission of my
ministers | will conceal my poor person among thshes of the morass.” The story may or
may not be correct, but it is obvious that therl&@aptas did not have the qualities to sustain
their authority and integrity of the empire. Thewlitical thinking and military ability was
not in agreement with the requirement of their hoffice.

*Depredations caused by Toramana and Mihirakula:The Guptas, unlike the Mauryas

neglected the defense of the north-western redibey did not maintain effective control

over the mountain passes and the plains of theaBufjhus, the Huns came down to the
plains unhindered. They caused devastation inggemn and had to be fought back on the
plains. Later, the region fell to the depredatiohsToramana and Mihirakula for the same
reason. The wars they engendered and the devasthgy caused weakened the central
authority and the political system. The depredai@aused by Toramana and his son
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Mihirakula exhausted the nerve of the empire eveugh both of them were ultimately
defeated. Yet it humiliated royalty and frustratkd common man. It must have torn apart
the prestige of the great empire in a tragic waye Western part of the empire was most
subjected to the barbaric vandalism.

*Economic disruption: The depredations caused by Toramana and Mihirakwist have
disrupted the economic activity, destroyed secuaitgl arrested social mobility. The scarcity
of gold coins brought in circulation by Budhaguptal his later debasement of the gold coins
indicates that the economic prosperity had suffereskvere dent. The western part of the
country had been rendered unsafe.

» Challenge and rebellions: The disruption and insecurity was rendered worgethe
challenge the rebels threw to the emperor. Hari¢ada475— 510), the Vakataka ruler was
the first to unfurl his standard of rebellion. Hecapied Malwa and Gujarat. Yasodharman, a
local chief of Malwa, established independent artypcand carried raids all around and
wrecked the empire. Others followed the courses Hifficult to say which of the several
causes were more significant than the rest thatghoabout the end of the empire. It is clear,
however, that the story commenced with the intedigdensions. The crowned heads did not
show the ability to meet the challenge. The adveféect of the raids of Toramana and
Mihirakula on the course of events cannot be deritad, however, obvious that the decline
was not sudden. It followed its natural course

Check Your Progress
1. What were the causes of disintegration of thpt&&mpire?
2. When did the Gupta Empire fall?

7.3 HARSHAVARDHANA

After the decline of the Gupta Empire, the politiaaity of India was once again
disintegrated. Anarchy prevailed everywhere in ¢bentry. Kings started fighting among
themselves for the sake of their own interestssuch a situation there arose the Vardhana
dynasty in Thaneshwar (Shrikantha Janapada, ndar) Deushyabhuti was the founder of
this dynasty. Because of this, the Vardhana dynesty also known as the Pushyabhuti
dynasty. However, Nara Vardhana is considered asfitit acknowledged king of this
dynasty because the existence of Pushyabhuti aooidbe found in the inscriptions or
literary sources.

Prabhakara Vardhana was the first powerful kinthefVardhana dynasty. He had two sons,
Rajya Vardhana and Harsha Vardhana, and a daudgR&gyashri. In the last days of
Prabhakara Vardhana, the Huns attacked. Rajya "aedivas sent to face the Huns. During
this battle, Prabhakara Vardhana expired.

Rajya Vardhana

When Rajya Vardhana returned to his capital aftéeating the Huns, he got the news of his
father's death, which made him sorrowful. So hetstathinking of renouncing the worldly
life. In the meantime, he was informed by his setwhat the wicked king of Malwas had
killed Grihaverma and his wife and Rajya Vardharsaser Rajyashri had been imprisoned.
He heard the speculation that the king of Malwatedro attack his kingdom since the king
had expired. Rajya Vardhana attacked Malwa andrbecactorious in the battle. However,
King Shashanka of Gaur killed him.
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7.3.1 Rise of Harshavardhana

After the death of his brother Rajyavardhana, Havaldhana (AD 606-647) ascended the
throne at the age of sixteen in AD 606. After hisession to the throne, he vowed to destroy
Gaur and kill Shashanka.

Harshacharita, written by Banabhatta, mentionstaasha marched with a powerful army to
take his revenge against Shashanka. On his wayakanformed by his army commander
that a king named Gupta had captured Kannauj amdikier Rajyashri had fled from the
prison. Handing over the command of his army todngef commandant and an order to
attack Gaur, he personally went in search of tsgesiRajyashri. Harsha stopped her from
entering into a funeral pyre and brought her baxlcamp. What happened after Harsha
dispatched his commanderto attack Gaur, is an issuehich, however, Harshacharita is
silent. It is evident from the Ganjam inscriptidmat Harsha's army forced Shashanka to
return to Gaur. Defeating Shashanka, Harsha annkeisedmpire. It is written in the Arya
Manjusri Mulakalpa that a king (Harsha) whose ndoegins with letter ‘H’ defeated a king
who bears the name of ‘Soma.

Harsha’'s achievements

Harsha wanted to hoist his flag of victory ovee #ntire India. He had proclaimed at the
time of his accession, ‘All kings upto Udayanch8ubela....Astagiri..... Gandhamadan
should be ready to pay him tax or to take up amntate him in the battle.” Huen-Tsang
wrote, ‘Soon he took revenge of his brother’s deattd he became master of India.” Harsha
as a great and powerful emperor. He shifted histalagpom Thaneshwar to Kannauj for
administrative convenience. King Bhaskarverma ofnkigpa sent a proposal of a treaty,
which was accepted delightedly by Harsha. It wakspbomatic move. The treaty was in the
mutual interest of both as they were common enefryhashanka. When Harsha attacked
Vallabhi, king Dhruvasena Il sought refuge undex Gujars. Making a diplomatic move,
Harsha gave his daughter in marriage to Dhruvaskna. known from Huen-Tsang that
Harsha had a desire to conquer his neighbouririgsstelence, he proceeded towards the east
and became victorious after waging war for six gedhe five states that Harsha conquered
were Punjab, Kanyakubja, Bengal, Bihar and Orig&ais, he got control over North India.
Harsha plundered Sindh’s wealth after conquering it

War with Chalukya King Pulakeshin I

Once Harsha had conquered North India, he turneattention towards south. Huen-Tsang
wrote, ‘He collected an army from Pancha Bhardta five states of North India), invited the
best commanders from all states and himself toak ttve command of the collected army
and marched to defeat Pulakeshin.” But, Harshadeésated by Pulakeshin Il. According to
the Aihole inscription, Harsha’'s elephantry massdaoldiers, but he still could not win the
war. The battle in which Harsha was defeated wasdi The famous battle occurred perhaps
between AD 630 to 634.

Nepal conquest

It is evident from Harshacharita that Harsha otdld tax from the ‘mountain region of white
snow’. He had conquered Nepal. So, Nepal was defyjninder the suzerainty of Harsha.

Kashmir conquest

Huen-Tsang wrote that Harsha had heard that orleeofeeth of Buddha was in Kashmir.
So, he went to Kashmir and asked permission talse@uddha-tooth. The Buddhist order
granted him permission. Kashmir king initiated nagidin and hehimself presented the
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Buddha-tooth in front of Harsha. Having seen theld@atooth, Harsha was overwhelmed
with joy and took away the Buddha-tooth forcefully.

Control over Uttar Pradesh and Magadha

It is evident from the inscriptions found from B&hera Madhubana (in modern Uttar
Pradesh) that Harsha captured Mathura, Govishagadhya, Prayaga, and Kaushambi.
After that Harsha took the title of Magadharaja.

Relation with China

Harsha sent his ambassador to China with a promdskilendship. Besides, he also had
diplomatic relationship with Iran (Pharasa). Thksgs exchanged gifts with each other.

Extent of Harsha’'s empire

Harsha's empire was very vast. Pannikar, an InéHatorian associated with the Marxist
school of historiography, mentions that Harsha tes undisputed master of North India.
The areas from the Himalayas in north to the Virdmgountain ranges in south, and
Kamarupa in east to Saurashtra in west were indludehis empire. Harsha was the last
Hindu King of the ancient India. Harsha was call8dvachakravartinam dhaureye’ and
‘Chatuh samudradhipati’. He had inherited a smatiggom from his father but he
established his control over almost the entiredrmi means of his talent and ability. Harsha
extended his suzerainty over the areas from thie bh8hatadru on the north to Narmada on
the south and from the frontier state of Westeriw\ao the regions near the Himalayas.

Social and economic condition under his rule

Harsha was undoubtedly one of the greatest rufdtsecancient Indian history. According to
Panikkar, Harsha has a high place in the IndiartoHisas a ruler, poet and religious king.
Harsha was not only brilliant as a ruler and comgubut more efficient as an ambassador of
peace. Harsha’'s achievements in the cultural el immense. His cultural achievements
could be narrated as follows:

Kannauj assembly

The first example of the cultural achievements afrdtha was organizing the Kannauj
Assembly. Harsha is the only king in the Indiantdmg who is credited with holding public
assemblies at regular intervals for religious amdtucal purposes. According to Huen-
Tsang's accounts, Harsha wished to hold great ddm=min Kanyakubja. All Brahmins,
Sramanas and non-Budhhists were ordered to joimskembly so that they would relate to
the religious principles of Mahayana Buddhism.

The kings of eighteen countries, 3,000 Brahmin@0@ Jains, and 1,000 monks of Nalanda
Buddhavihara participated in the assembly of Kapnalich was chaired by Huen-Tsang. A
huge pavilion and 100 feet high chaitya were baoiitthe bank of River Ganges. A human
sized golden image of the Buddha was installed.imihen Huen-Tsang writes about the
proceeding of the assembly, he mentions that &Bhigh image of the Buddha, kept on an
elephant was taken out daily in a procession. Thegssion reached the assembly hall where
the image was installed on a throne and offering wade to that image. Thereafter, the
scholars entered into the assembly hall. First lbf the principles of Mahayana were
eulogized. And then Huen-Tsang made an announceriéany person proves my proposal
logically wrong or creates doubt about it in debateill cut off my head on rival’'s assertion
to this effect.” But, Harsha immediately announémdthe protection of Huen-Tsang ‘If any
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one touches or hurts the religious teacher, he dvbalcondemned to death and who would
speak against him his tongue would be cut off. iHlieang was given the title of
Mahayanadeva or Moksadeva. In such a situatiomeaared to speak against him.’

Brahmins reacted sharply at the promotion of BusighiThey put this hall on fire and a

conspiracy was hatched to make an assassinationrbidarsha. But Harsha survived. He
captured five hundred Brahmins and expelled thema®nouncement was made in the entire
empire of Kannauj that the Chinese pilgrimage ttaveestablished the doctrines of

Mahayana after refuting the principles of otheigiehs. No one could dare debate it.

Prayaga assembly

Harsha organized a great assembly in Prayaga. glniaed this assembly in every five
years. Eighteen kings including Huen-Tsang pamigd in the assembly. According to
Huen-Tsang, ‘Harshavardhana worshipped the Budtiitaesand offered it all his precious
gems. Thereafter, he donated all this offeringhto iriests living therein. Harsha distributed
all his property among students, orphans, widowshaegoor. When nothing was left to him,
he donated his gem imbedded crown and garland. Vithéhe accumulated wealth of five
years was finished he distributed all his persmmabments and clothes, and then wore old
clothes, which he asked for from his sister Rajyiasiiearing it he worshipped the Buddha
in all the ten directions...” It is believed that daa established a unique record in the
individual charity in the world. Harsha wanted tondte all his wealth for the welfare of
humanity in order to receive blessings from Buddhecording to Dr Ishwari Prasad an
Indian historian who dealt mainly with the Muslimlers and the governments of India,
‘Harsha had forgotten the partiality of religioustalerance, what he demonstrated in the
Kannauj assembly by his expressed charity anddiibgin Prayaga assembly.’

Literary interest of Harsha

Harsha is famous not only for his victories, bisodor his books. He demonstrated the best
example of his literary talent by composing Sarstramas, Priyadarshika, Nagananda and
Ratnavali. Banabhatta called him adept in compokewutiful poetry. Harsha was not only a

patron of the learned scholars, but, used his peakidully as he used sword. Banabhatta was
his royal poet. Besides, he patronized scholaes 8kilabhadra, Jayasen, Matanga Divakar
Mayur, etc.

Harsha'’s religious belief

There is a dispute regarding the religion that diodved. It is evident from Harshacharita
that Harsha and his ancestors were Shaivites. édihalarsha was bent towards Buddhism,
he had faith in Shiva and Surya also. But, seeisgstipport for Buddhism, some scholars
consider him Buddhist. Perhaps he had acceptedtssmddn his later life. Huen-Tsang and
Kannauj religious assembly are evidences to it.iBigtnot entirely clear.

Harsha’'s administration

Harsha's administrative system was well managedoaganized like the Guptas. According
to Huen-Tsang, ‘Harsha was hard-working and useébtget to take even his food and
sleep.” The main features of his administrationenas follows:

Central government: Central government consisted of the following:

e King: King was the highest official of the administratioHe took the titles of
Maharajadhiraja, Prameshwara, ParamabhattarakamBedevata, etc. The responsibility of
the entire governance was on the king. Harsha paliyosupervized his subjects’ welfare.
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He was the supreme judge and supreme commanderisofarmy. Apart from the
administrative activities, he was also involvedreligious activities and public welfare.
According to the Madhubana edict, ‘Harsha dividesl dhily activities into three parts of
which one part was reserved for the administraiggvities and the remaining two parts
were reserved for his personal and religious acts.’

» Council of ministers: The king had a council of ministers to assist mrthe administrative
affairs. The Council of ministers had an importplaice in the empire as it had control over
the autocratic behaviour of the king. Central adstiation was divided into several
departments. These departments acted under theolcohtministers or chairpersons. The
important officials were Mahasandhivigrahaka, Matlabhikrita, Senapati, Rajasthaniya
(Foreign Minister), Uparika Maharaja, etc. Huen{igghad written that the administration of
the country was under the control of these offtial

*Provincial administration: Harsha’s empire was very vast. Therefore, forshiee of the
administrative convenience, it was divided intoyimoes, which were known as Bhukti or
Desha. Its chief official was known as Uparika Ma@ A member of the royal family was
appointed to this post. Every province was dividgd district (visaya). Its head was called
Visayapati. The Visayapati was appointed by therlépaMaharaja.

» Local or village administration: Every district or visaya was divided into sevegrathaka
(circles), and the pathak was divided into sevgraimas (villages). Grama was the smallest
unit of the administration. An official, known asallattara was referred to among the village
officials, who perhaps looked after the village aaistration. But, we do not know for
certain whether he was a state official or respketderly villager. Gramika was perhaps the
head of a village.

*Revenue systemThe main source of the income was Udranga (lapdBesides, the other
taxes were Uparikara, weath, gold, etc. Accordm@itien-Tsang, royal land had four parts.
One part was spent on religious activities and govent works. Second was spent over
public works and officials. The third part was sp&m provide reward and salaries to the
scholars and the fourth was spent on donation aratarious acts. Onesixth of the produce
was taken as land-tax.

 Judicial system:Huen-Tsang has written that there were no crirsiaalthe administration
was run with honesty and the mutual relation betwde government and people was
cordial. During the time of Harsha, punishment wegere. Hence, the criminals were afraid
of committing any crime. The Harshacharita states the criminals were set free on the
occasions of festivals, ceremonies, etc. DandikBamdapashika was the title of the chief
judicial officer.

*Department of Defence:To protect the vast empire, there was a need e laavery
efficient and large army. It is evident from thecaents of Harsha that he organized a huge
army as well as increased its numbers after extgniis empire. The numbers of elephant
army were 60,000 and that of mounted army wereQDO0,He also increased his arsenals.

*Espionage systemThe espionage department was under the contritieoDepartment of
Defence. This department discovered secretly asypliive activities taking place within or
without the kingdom.

o Activity of public welfare: Harsha executed several acts of public welfareaumse of
which he is often compared with Asoka. He donatsdatealth every five years. Besides, he
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also built several chaityas, stupas and templeswdked for the development of the
Nalanda University and other educational centres.

Estimate of Harsha'’s reign

Harsha's characteristic had the mixture of the itjgal of Ashoka and Samudragupta. Like
Samudragupta, he launched the campaign of conquekfferent parts of the country and
attained the status of emperor and also achievsirival unity of the country. Harsha
occupies a special place in the Indian history oooant of his valour, able leadership,
religious tolerance, literary love and charity. Was a distinct person and should be counted
among great kings like Ashoka and Akbar. As an adstrator of public welfare, literary
patron, and an accomplished dramatist, etc., heldlb@ mentioned in the pages of history as
a talented and attractive king. Harsha, on thesbafshis talent, extended his empire in the
whole of India and, thus, united it into a politicaity.

Huen-Tsang’s account of India

Huen-Tsang had praised the administrative systeHacsha. He considered Harsha as a king
endowed with all qualities. According to him, Haaslmad a strong control over his
administration, which was well-organized. The satgevere affluent and contented. Crime
was negligible, and the punishment was so sevatenttne had the courage to commit any
crime. The economic life of the society was priyadiependent on the agriculture but there
were many industries and business settlement ifti@addo agriculture. Huen-Tsang writes
that every person fulfilled his needs peacefullpe&ixth of the produce of land was paid as
tax. Golden and silver coins were in vogue. Huear@iswas especially attracted to the
religious condition of India. He found mostly Braim® in this country. So, he called it ‘the
country of Brahmins.” Brahmins and the others uSadskrit language and were divided into
several categories. Some appeared with shaved baddnd of skulls, knotted hair or with
the ash-painted bodies. Recluses led a life offsgcrHuen-Tsang has also talked about the
eighteen sects of Buddhism. According to him, Hansfs a follower of Buddhism, but there
were also several other religions in India at thate. Brahminism was in a developed
condition. Most of the people were either the fakos of Shaiva or Vaishnava thoughts.

Check Your Rycess
3. Who was the founder of the Vardhana dynasty?
4. Who was the first powerful king of the Vardhatymasty?

7.4 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS QUESTIONS
1. The causes of disintegration of the Gupta Empeee as follows:
* Internal dissensions

» Confused succession

» Short reigns and quick successions

2. The Gupta Empire ended in 550 CE, when it degjraited into regional kingdoms after a
series of weak rulers and invasions from the eastf, and north.
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3. Pushyabhuti was the founder of the Vardhanastyna
4. Prabhakara Vardhana was the first powerful kihthe Vardhana dynasty.
7.5 SUMMARY

» The Gupta dynasty had the distinction of providiaghe country a galaxy of great kings.
Comparatively, they stayed longer at the top.

» They trained their successors well in the art acigénce of maintaining a huge empire,
peace and fighting wars; and kept the inevitableagt

* The death of Samundragupta was tantamount toeim®ving of the cornerstone of the
edifice.

* The later Guptas present a spectacle of shomseapd quick successions. The reigning
heads must have been unable to consolidate thatiggoand make their authority felt

. » None among the later Guptas had the ability tockh#e rot that the system had
developed from within.

» The Guptas, unlike the Mauryas neglected the defefthe north-western region.

» After the decline of the Gupta Empire, the poditiaunity of India was once again
disintegrated. Anarchy prevailed everywhere indbentry.

* After the death of his brother Rajyavardhana, Havardhana (AD 606— 647) ascended the
throne at the age of sixteen in AD 606.

» Harshacharita, written by Banabhatta, mentions Hassha marched with a powerful army
to take his revenge against Shashanka.

» Harsha’s empire was very vast. Pannikar, an Indimstorian associated with the Marxist
school of historiography, mentions that Harsha thasundisputed master of North India.

* The first example of the cultural achievementsHairsha was organizing the Kannauj
Assembly.

* Harsha's administrative system was well managed arganized like the Guptas.
According to Huen-Tsang, ‘Harsha was hard-workinmg ased to forget to take even his
food and sleep.’

7.6 KEY WORDS

» Factionalism: Factionalism refers to argumentgisputes between two or more small
groups from within a larger group.

» Chaitya: A chaitya, chaitya hall, chaitya-grihacaitya refers to a shrine, sanctuary, temple
or prayer hall in Indian religions.

» Stupa: A stupa is a mound-like or hemispheriqaicstire containing relics that is used as a
place of meditation.

7.7 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES
Short-Answer Questions

1. What led to the decline of the Gupta Empire?

2. List the factors responsible for the rise of $tavardhana
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. 3. Write a short note on Harsha’s conquests.

4. What was the literary interest of Harsha?

5. What was Harsha’s religious belief?

Long-Answer Question

1. Discuss the social reasons for the fall of thupt@ Empire.
2. Explain the relation of Harsha with China.

3. Discuss the cultural achievements of Harsha.

4. Describe the Harsha's administrative system.

5. Harsha’s characteristic had the mixture of toh@litjes of Ashoka and Samudragupta.
Elaborate.
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